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Headteacher’s Message  

I am delighted to welcome you to St Anselm’s 
Catholic School Sixth Form. We are very 
pleased that you are considering our school for 
your Sixth Form studies. As Sixth Form  
students, you will be very important to the life 
of the school.  
 

You will be role models for younger students; 
you will have opportunities to contribute to the 
school and the wider community and, when you 
leave school, you will represent us in many 
parts of the world. Some of you, in the future, 
may well send your children to our school. 
 

My colleagues and I want you to benefit from 
the whole life of the school; spiritually,  
academically and socially. It is a chance for you 
to grow into adulthood, prepare yourselves for 
your future and to enjoy your last two years of 
education in a positive learning environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will be fully supported in your academic 
work and you will be given opportunities to  
extend your knowledge in other areas that you 
may not have considered before, such as leader-
ship skills and mentoring other students.  
You will also have considerable opportunities to 
get involved in the many enrichment schemes 
that we offer.   
 

Please read the contents of this booklet  
carefully and ensure that you know what is on 
offer to you. There are lots of people who can 
help you with your decision-making in school, 
and it is important that you seek the advice of 
your teachers and of our current Sixth Form  
students.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr M Walters 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

“As Sixth Form 

students, you  

will be very  

important to the 

life of the school” 



Introduction 

The essential requirement for entry to the Sixth 
Form is a serious intention on the part of the  
student to use his/her time profitably. With the 
right attitude and level of commitment, students 
will benefit academically and further their  
personal development.  
 

Students enter the Sixth Form to obtain  
qualifications which will equip them for future  
employment or provide entry to Higher  
Education. Opportunities to gain such  
qualifications are offered by the provision of A 
Levels and BTEC qualifications at Level 3.  A  
General RE programme and PSHE sessions are 
taken by all students. Students who do not obtain 
a grade 4 or above in English Language or  
Mathematics GCSE will study for re-sits in these 
subjects since a grade 4 in these subjects at GCSE 
are essential requirements for Higher Education 
and for many jobs. Students with below a Grade 5 
in these subjects may also opt to re-take. 
 

The message of Christianity is at the heart of all 
our activities and this is emphasised in the  
expectation that Sixth Form students are involved 
in the spiritual and caring life of the school. It is 
included in the Sixth Form core curriculum in  
order to help students develop their own belief 
and value systems in a considered and mature 
way.  
 

The decision to continue studying within the 
school environment carries certain advantages 
which can lead to better results than a student 
might obtain elsewhere.  

 

 

Students settle more quickly with teachers they 
already know and who know them, and they con-
tinue to have the support of friends.  

 

There is a continuity of approach and content and 
a personal tutor is in daily contact to help and  
supervise students, which is of particular  
importance when the time comes to apply for 
jobs or for entry into Higher Education. There are 
opportunities to exercise personal responsibility 
and take part in the daily life of the whole school 
community. St Anselm’s is successful in ensuring 
that the vast majority of Sixth Form students  
complete their courses with good grades and  
progress to either Higher Education or  
employment. 
 

Having said this, the school is open to external 
applicants and we have an excellent record of 
bringing students in from other schools and  
helping them to achieve very good results. Our 
friendly and welcoming school is an environment 
where students who want a change can come and 
expect to be successful.  

 

There are considerable privileges associated with 
being a Sixth Form student. They do not wear  
uniform and are free to leave the building at 
lunch times. In due course, when they have  
proven themselves to be committed to their  
studies, they may leave to study at home or in 
libraries elsewhere on some afternoons. Home 
study is granted at the discretion of, and at times 
agreed by, the Head of Sixth Form. We expect a 
sense of responsibility in return.  



Attendance at registration and all lessons is 
compulsory and all absences must be accounted 
for in a letter from home to the Director of Sixth 
Form.  
 

To a far greater extent than they have  
experienced before, the pace at which students 
work and the way in which they approach their 
work will be their own responsibility. In addition 
to formal teaching periods, students will be  
expected to engage in private study. This will be 
the time when they will be able to complete 
some of the essential reading around subjects. 
Sixth Form courses are demanding and staff  
assume that students are prepared to work  
beyond the formal written exercises which are 
set. Much extra study is required for Advanced 
Level courses and a conscientious Sixth Form 
student will spend many hours each week  
working at home as well as in school. Our aim is 
to provide a framework which will be conducive 
to success, whilst at the same time allowing 
sufficient freedom to prepare students to cope 
when they have left school and become  
responsible for their own progress. 
 

Students have considerable opportunities to 
study at school in our Sixth Form Centre. This is 
a considerably larger facility than that which 
existed in the past, with two dedicated study 
rooms and a large number of Sixth Form  
computers. This is a development of which we 
are proud as it offers our Sixth Form students               
both considerable comfort and real  
opportunities to engage in personal study. 
 

Various social activities are available to Sixth 
Form students and they enjoy theatre visits, 
field trips and other events together. They  
involve themselves in religious and charitable 
work and are particularly active in fund-raising 
for various charities, often working with  
younger students in the school. Subject prefects 
and peer mentors provide assistance to junior 
pupils in subject and house areas; all students 
will be part of a vertical tutor group.  
 

Other regular features are the Leavers’ Mass 
and Leavers Ball, where we celebrate the 
achievements of our students before they leave 
us to move on to the next phase of their lives.  
 

With a view to their futures, students visit  
colleges and universities and attend county and 
business sponsored courses across a variety of 
subjects. We have a comprehensive enrichment 
programme with guest speakers from all walks 
of life. Our partnership with the University of 
Kent helps us to raise students’ expectations 
and interest in university.  
 

Very close contact is maintained between the 
school and parents. Quarterly reports are  
produced and parents’ evenings are organised 
for both Year 12 and Year 13 students so  
parents will be kept aware of their child’s  
progress. Mock exams take place each year. 
 

A decision to enter the Sixth Form at  
St Anselm’s Catholic School means that the  
student has made a commitment to hard work, 
self-discipline and responsibility. In return,  
students can expect excellent teaching, full  
support and to leave school with a sense of 
achievement and satisfaction. 

“St Anselm’s is successful 
in ensuring that the vast  
majority of Sixth Form  
students complete their  
courses with good grades and 
progress to either Higher  
Education or employment” 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 

Mr S Locke  

Head of Sixth Form 



The Sixth Form  

Curriculum Offer 

The number of qualifications available in post-16 education 

has expanded considerably in recent years. Government  

reforms have also meant that A-levels have moved back to a 

linear course of study with exams taken at the end of the two 

year course. For some subjects these reforms will be from 

September 2017 and for other subjects from September 

2018. Please do take the opportunity to speak to subject staff 

at the school regarding changes to the examination of  

subjects. At St Anselm’s we offer both A-level and vocational 

courses. All students will follow a core RE course  and PSHE 

for one hour per fortnight. 

Entry Criteria: 

Students wishing to follow the Level 3 pathway which  

consists of A-levels and vocational courses will need to have 

attained a minimum of 5 A*-C grades at GCSE.  Students will 

need to have attained a grade C or higher at GCSE for  

subjects they wish to take at A-level. In maths and science 

students will need to attain a B/6 grade at GCSE. For new  

subjects students may be required to have attained at least a 

4  grade in English Language and/or Mathematics. The Course 

booklet gives specific details of the courses offered and entry  

requirements.  

Students wishing to follow a fully BTEC/Vocational pathway 

may be accepted  with 3—4 A*-C grades at GCSE, however 

this will be considered on an individual basis. 

On a case-by-case basis, we may offer a 2-1-2 pathway, which 

will allow students to link a BTEC option with work  

experience in a Health or Sport Field.  Application to this 

pathway will be  on a pupil by pupil basis and will hold the 

same entry criteria as the vocational pathway. 

Possible alterations: Please note that the subject pages in 

this booklet relate to the courses that we currently intend 

to run for academic year 2017-18; all courses are subject to 

change and are dependent upon sufficient uptake. 

 

Level 3 courses offered at St Anselm’s: 

Advanced Levels (A-levels) 

Students will select three or four A-level courses to study 

across Years 12 and 13. A-levels are graded A-E and carry 

UCAS points for university admission. If a student is looking 

at a Russell Group University or a competitive course such as 

medicine, law or dentistry; we recommend that the student 

should select at least three A-levels. Students with six Grade 

B/6  or better  subjects should also consider four subjects.  

Since the new A-level programmes begun in 2015, there are 

some subjects where the course content is very different for 

the AS compared to the A-level. All students will register on 

the full two year A-level but where appropriate students will 

be required to sit the AS exam at the end of Year 12 in order 

to gain information with which to predict A-level grades 

from. Where the school feels that sitting the AS exam is not 

appropriate; students will sit in-house examinations in the 

summer term so that this data can be gained. Entry to Year 

13 is based upon students’ attainment against expected  

targets. For BTEC subjects; a minimum of a Pass grade in all 

Year 12 units will be expected. 

BTEC Level 3 Diplomas 

BTEC level 3 diplomas have parity with A-levels. They are 

graded at Pass, Merit, Distinction and carry UCAS points for 

university admission. The difference between A-levels and 

BTEC courses is that BTEC courses are more vocational but 

are still a two year commitment. A single award BTEC 

(subsidiary diploma) would take the place of one A-level  

choice and a double award BTEC (diploma) would take the 

place of two A-level choices.  



GCSE English Language and Mathematics 

It is a requirement that any student who does not have GCSE 

English Language or Mathematics at grade 4 or better will 

continue to study for this qualification whilst in the Sixth 

Form. Students will attend timetabled classes for these  

subjects. Please note that it is not possible to select certain 

subjects for A-level without GCSE English language and/or 

mathematics. 

Sixth Form Contract 

Upon entering the Sixth Form all students and their  

parent/guardian will sign a sixth form agreement which  

outlines the expectations that St Anselm’s has of a Sixth 

Form student; for example attendance, dress code and num-

ber of courses studied, which includes General RE., PSHE and 

study  

sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Many social activities are available to 
Sixth Form students and they enjoy  

theatre visits, field trips  
and other events together.  

They involve themselves in religious and 
charitable work and are particularly  

active in fund-raising for various  

charities, often working with younger 
students in the school.” 

Ofsted 



Year 12 Option Blocks for  

Level 3 courses 2017-18 

We try to take account of student preferences when designing option blocks so initial subject  

preference forms should be received by Friday 16th December 2016. Please note that option blocks 

will be released in February 2017 and Sixth Form applications should be received by   

Friday  24th March 2017. 

Offer letters will be sent out in term 5 with details of the Sixth Form induction days. 

When selecting subjects please note that each subject must be in a different option block. If you 

wish to take a subject as a double award please state both of the blocks the subject is in. For a  

single award you must state the block which shows as the single option. 

Details of the 2-1-2 model can be obtained from Mrs Day in February 2017. 

       If you have any questions please contact Mr Locke S.LOCKE@st-anselms.org.uk.  



Work Related Learning 

Careers and Industry Liaison 

All students in the Sixth Form will benefit from different work related learning experiences which are 
designed to enhance their chances of employment. 
 
The Sixth Form work related learning experience is designed to build on the careers education started at 
Key Stage 3 and actual work experience enjoyed at Key Stage 4. In the Sixth Form students will experience 
different types of work through their subject areas. This may take the form of conferences, visits, guest 
speakers and by entering competitions.   
 
All year 12 students will complete a two week work experience placement during the summer term and 
specialist advice is offered for university applications.  
 
Members of staff are available to give work-
related careers advice and general help on  
university choices. There are computers with 
career related software available and students 
may order prospectuses on-line. Those  
students finding they have problems making 
decisions for their future may also benefit from 
help from the Careers Advisor. 
 
Students are encouraged to take on part time 
jobs as employers and universities like to see 
that students have experience of the working 
world. However, the hours of these jobs do 
need to be carefully balanced against the  
demands of the courses chosen and should not 
be during school time.  

It is recommended that students should not 
work more than 8 hours per week in their part 
time job. 

There are specific materials available that deal 
with equal opportunities in race, gender and 
ethnicity which reinforce the school policies 
and Catholic ethos.  
Materials for students with physical disabilities 
and special educational needs are available and 
individual specialist advice and guidance is  
given where appropriate as part of our  
provision.  



 



Structure of the School 

St Anselm’s is organised in vertical Houses. 
Each House has a suite of teaching rooms 
with dedicated resources.  Each house is led 
by an Assistant Headteacher and supported 
by a non-teaching House Manager.  Every 
student is placed in a vertical form group on 
admission to the school.  The form tutor is 
the first point of contact for parents seeking 
information or support. 

There are approximately 18 students in each 
tutor group, across Years 7 – 13.  This system 
has been adopted to create a greater feeling 
of community across the school by allowing 
students from different year groups to come 
together on a daily basis. Smaller tutor 
groups allow more focused use of tutor time 
and improved intervention, especially in 
Years 11 - 13. Amalgamating academic and 
pastoral structures ensures great clarity 
about who is responsible for each child in 
the school. Sixth Form students are encour-
aged to support their tutor in leading form 
discussions. 

AQUINAS 

STEIN 

BOSCO 

MERICI 



 

Attendance and Punctuality 

Good attendance and punctuality are highly prized 

by future employers and are always mentioned in 

references. Students are expected to arrive at reg-

istration and all lessons on time. Students are ex-

pected to be at school by 8.50am each morning. 

 

If a student is late to school they must sign in and 

provide an explanation. A note should also be pro-

vided. Continued lateness will lead to a meeting 

with the student, parents and Director of Sixth 

Form or Senior Leadership Team. 

 

Absence from school 

All absences should be accounted for by a  

parental letter or email to the school. This is  

required even if the school has previously been 

contacted by  

telephone. 
 

Absence from lessons 

Teachers will check the attendance record to  

ensure that absences from their lessons are  

accounted for. If absences are not satisfactorily 

accounted for they will inform tutors. In the event 

of absences from lessons when present in school 

students will be interviewed by the Curriculum 

Manager and parents will be informed. Repeated 

absences will lead to student and parent  

interviews with the Head of Sixth Form and /or  

Intervention from the Senior Assistant  

Headteacher. 

 

Attendance 

Students are obliged to attend daily within specific 

school hours. They are registered in all lessons 

and during form time using an electronic  

registration system. Students may leave the 

school premises during lunchtime only and must 

sign in and out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Permission to leave school premises at any other 

time (e.g. hospital or dental appointments) must 

be sought from the Director of Sixth Form.  

 

If permission is granted students must sign out  

at the school office and sign in on their return. 

Some students may, if they are up-to-date with 

their studies and satisfying the requirements of 

their teachers, be allowed to study at home at 

certain times. Permission to do so can be granted 

by the Head of Sixth Form only. This permission 

will, of course, be withdrawn if it is felt that the 

student is not fulfilling the requirements of his or 

her course. Home study will be granted for  

afternoons only and not before term 3 of year 12. 

 

Monitoring Progress 

Various methods are employed, including: 

Quarterly Assessments 

Interim Reports 

End of Year Reports 

Mock Examinations 

Unit Examinations 

Parents’ Evenings 

Attendance 

Tutoring  
 

Driving Lessons and vehicles 

Driving lessons or tests may only be booked  

during study periods in an afternoon once Home 

Study has been granted and there are no other 

lessons. 

There is some parking for students on site. A  

limited number of spaces exist on the Old Dover 

Road.  

 

Guests 

Students should not invite guests onto the school 

premises at any time. 

Life in the Sixth Form 
  Privileges and Expectations 



Study Time 

Students are expected to engage in private study 

during all lessons when they have no direct  

contact with their subject teachers. This will take 

place in the Discovery Centre or in the Sixth Form 

Centre (unless special permission has been  

granted to study at home). 

 

16-19 Bursary Fund 

The decision to end EMA was announced as part 

of the Government's spending review on  

20th October 2010. Each year Schools have been 

awarded a 16-19 Bursary Fund which has been 

designed to support young people who face the 

greatest barriers to continuing in education or 

training post 16. 
 

At present, the bursary fund is only available for 

academic year 2016-2017 and we will inform  

students and parents of any further  

developments in this area when or if it is 

confirmed for 2017-2018. For more information 

please contact Mrs Day at the school.  

 

Mentoring Younger Students 

There is a long established tradition at  

St. Anselm’s Catholic School of Sixth Form  

students assisting teachers in all subject areas in 

the teaching of those younger students who 

would benefit from individual attention. Sixth 

Form students will be offered the opportunity to 

become involved in the mentoring of younger  

students and vertical tutoring will provide  

opportunities for Sixth Form students to lead  

discussions with younger students as well as act 

as peer mentors. 
 

This will help to build confidence and develop a 

number of important skills. It is in keeping with 

the Catholic nature of the school that Sixth Form 

students should take an active part in the  

liturgical life of the school.  

 

 



 

Mentoring Younger Students cont’d 

Assemblies, for example, other than those giv-

en by the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher 

and Director of Sixth Form, will be the responsi-

bility of tutor groups, assisted by their tutors. It 

is an expectation that the Head Boy or Head 

Girl will attend the regular Friday Mass and an 

anticipation that other students will also wish 

to attend.  

 

Students are encouraged to take as full a role as 

they wish in the liturgy, perhaps by becoming  

trained as Eucharistic Ministers, and are invited 

to offer their services to the Chaplain or the Re-

ligious Education Department. Students are en-

couraged to take advantage of the opportunity 

to go on retreats and all sixth form students will 

attend a retreat in year 12 and year 13. 

Sixth Form Dress Code 
Students are expected to promote a good image of the school in their attitude to their studies, their 

behaviour and their dress. Sixth Form students are role models within the school; younger students as-

pire to the privileges they earn. Students represent our school in the community and are seen by pro-

spective employers and the public at large. Furthermore, any Sixth Form student may be called upon at 

any time to show visitors around the school. 

Students should follow a sensible dress code remembering that this is a place of work.               
No clothing with offensive slogans or highly visible logos: this includes coats, bags and badges.  
Jewellery and make up may be worn but should be subtle and suitable for a working environment. 

Day to day attendance 

Ladies: Jeans, leggings or trousers but no ripped jeans. Skirts and dresses to be approximately knee 

length. Shorts in the summer need to be of smart material and should be approximately knee length. 

Tops should be shirts/blouses or of smart material and should cover the shoulders. No thin straps or 

strapless tops. Jackets, jumpers, cardigans or hooded sweatshirts may be worn. Sheer materials should 

have a vest or top underneath.  Midriffs must not be on show. Tracksuit bottoms should only be worn 

for sport. Footwear must be sensible for a working environment. No flip flops at all and no open toe 

shoes in science labs and practical rooms. No clothing with offensive wording or logos. Make up should 

be suitable for a working environment and hair should be of natural colours. Hats should not be worn 

in the school building. Jewellery should be suitable for a working environment with ear piercings lim-

ited to one pair of earrings.  A nose stud may be worn if it is a small stud only. No other facial piercings 

are permitted. 

Gentlemen: Jeans or trousers but no ripped jeans. Shorts in the summer must be approximately knee 

length and of smart material. Tops should have a collar e.g. a shirt or polo t-shirt. Gentlemen should 

not wear sleeveless tops. Jackets, jumpers and hooded sweatshirts may be worn. Tracksuit bottoms 

should only be worn for sport. Footwear must be sensible for a working environment. No flip flops at all 

and no open toe shoes in science labs and practical rooms. No clothing with offensive wording or logos. 

Hats should not be worn in the school building and hair should be of natural colours. Jewellery should 

be suitable for a working environment with ear piercings limited to one pair of earrings.  A nose stud 

may be worn if it is a small stud only. No other facial piercings are permitted. 

Formal Occasions: Smart dress will be required with suits comprising of trousers / skirt and jacket with 

blouse/shirt for all students. 



Sixth Form Centre 

During lesson times the Sixth Form Centre is to 
be used for study, and during lunch times for 
recreation. The school will provide as many  
facilities as possible but students are expected 
to help raise funds for further developments.  
A £10 voluntary contribution towards facilities 
and upkeep of the Centre is payable at the start 
of year 12. 
 

Any accidental damage should be reported  
immediately to the Head of Sixth Form.  
Deliberate damage will lead to immediate  
intervention by the Senior Assistant  
Headteacher. There will be no place at  
St. Anselm’s Catholic School for those who  
behave irresponsibly.  
 

Sixth Form Committee 

The purpose of this committee is to oversee the 
running of the Sixth Form Centre and organise 
activities for the student body. It will meet on a 
regular basis and will comprise: 
 Head Boy or Head Girl who will act as Chair 
and will liaise with the Headteacher 

 Head of Sixth Form 

Representatives from each house group 

All members of the committee are responsible 
for common room disciplinary matters. 
 

Sub-committees, each to be chaired by Head 
Boy or Head Girl and to be responsible for one 
of the following 

 Maintenance, cleaning and development of 
facilities 

 Fund raising for Sixth Form Centre facilities 

 Social 

 Charities 

 Public Relations (to liaise with Head of Sixth 
Form) 



St Anselm’s Catholic School 

Old Dover Road, 

Canterbury 

Kent CT1 3EN 


