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         Headteacher’s Message
 
 

I am delighted to welcome you to St 
Anselm’s Catholic School Sixth Form. We 
are very pleased that you are considering 
our school for your Sixth Form studies. As 
Sixth Form students, you will be very 
important to the life of the school.  
 

You will be role models for younger 
students; you will have opportunities to 
contribute to the school and the wider 
community and, when you leave school, 
you will represent us in many parts of the 
world. Some of you, in the future, may 
well send your children to our school. 
 

My colleagues and I want you to benefit 
from the whole life of the school; 
spiritually, academically and socially. It is a 
chance for you to grow into adulthood, 
prepare yourselves for your future and to 
enjoy your last two years of education in a 
positive learning environment. 

  
 

You will be fully supported in your 
academic work and you will be given 
opportunities to extend your knowledge 
in other areas that you may not have 
considered before, such as leadership 
skills and mentoring other students. You 
will also have considerable opportunities 
to get involved in the many enrichment 
schemes that we offer.   
 

Please read the contents of this booklet 
carefully and ensure that you know what 
is on offer to you. There are lots of people 
who can help you with your decision-
making in school, and it is important that 
you seek the advice of your teachers and 
of our current Sixth Form students.  
 

 
  
  
 
Mr M Walters  
Headteacher 

 

 

 

“As Sixth Form 

students, you  

will be very 

important to the 

life of the school” 
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Introduction 
 
The essential requirement for entry to the 
Sixth Form is a serious intention on the part 
of the student to use his/her time profitably. 
With the right attitude and level of 
commitment, students will benefit 
academically and further their personal 
development.  
 
The purpose of this booklet is to give 
information on the courses on offer at  
St Anselm’s and the opportunities and 
expectations the Sixth Form student will 
encounter.  
 

Students enter the Sixth Form to obtain 
qualifications which will equip them for future 
employment or provide entry to Higher 
Education. Opportunities to gain such 
qualifications are offered by the provision of  
A Levels and BTEC qualifications at Level 3.  
A General RE programme run by the National 
Open College Network is taken by all 
students. Students who do not obtain a grade 
C or above in English Language or 
Mathematics GCSE will study for re-sits in 
these subjects since a grade C in these 
subjects at GCSE are essential requirements 
for Higher Education and for many jobs.  
 

The message of Christianity is at the heart of 
all our activities and this is emphasised in the 
expectation that Sixth Form students are 
involved in the spiritual and caring life of the 
school. It is included in the Sixth Form core 
curriculum in order to help students develop 
their own belief and value systems in a 
considered and mature way. Christian 
Theology is additionally offered as an A Level 
subject. 
 

 

 

 

The decision to continue studying within the 
school environment carries certain 
advantages which can lead to better results 
than a student might obtain elsewhere. 
Students settle more quickly with teachers 
they already know and who know them, and 
they continue to have the support of friends. 
There is a continuity of approach and content 
and a personal tutor is in daily contact to help 
and supervise students, which is of particular 
importance when the time comes to apply for 
jobs or for entry into Higher Education. There 
are opportunities to exercise personal 
responsibility and take part in the daily life of 
the whole school community. St Anselm’s is 
successful in ensuring that the vast majority of 
Sixth Form students complete their courses 
with good grades and progress to either 
Higher Education or employment. 
 

Having said this, the school is open to external 
applicants and we have an excellent record of 
bringing students in from other schools and 
helping them to achieve very good results. 
Our friendly and welcoming school is an 
environment where students who want a 
change can come and expect to be successful.  

 

There are considerable privileges associated 
with being a Sixth Form student. They do not 
wear uniform and are free to leave the 
building at lunch times. In due course, when 
they have proven themselves to be 
committed to their studies, they may leave to 
study at home or in libraries elsewhere on 
some afternoons. Home study is granted at 
the discretion of, and at times agreed by, the 
Director of Sixth Form. We expect a sense of 
responsibility in return.  
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Attendance at registration and all lessons is 
compulsory and all absences must be 
accounted for in a letter from home to the 
Director of Sixth Form.  
 

To a far greater extent than they have 
experienced before, the pace at which 
students work and the way in which they 
approach their work will be their own 
responsibility. In addition to formal teaching 
periods, students will be expected to engage 
in private study. This will be the time when 
they will be able to complete some of the 
essential reading around subjects. Sixth Form 
courses are demanding and staff assume that 
students are prepared to work beyond the 
formal written exercises which are set. Much 
extra study is required for Advanced Level 
courses and a conscientious Sixth Form 
student will spend many hours each week 
working at home as well as in school. Our aim 
is to provide a framework which will be 
conducive to success, whilst at the same time 
allowing sufficient freedom to prepare 
students to cope when they have left school 
and become responsible for their own 
progress. 
 

Students have considerable opportunities to 
study at school in our Sixth Form Centre. This 
is a considerably larger facility than that which 
existed in the past, with two dedicated study 
rooms and a large number of Sixth Form 
computers. This is a development of which we 
are proud as it offers our Sixth Form students               
both considerable comfort and real 
opportunities to engage in personal study. 
 

Various social activities are available to Sixth 
Form students and they enjoy theatre visits, 
field trips and other events together. They 
involve themselves in religious and charitable 
work and are particularly active in fund-raising 
for various charities, often working with 
younger students in the school. Subject 
prefects and peer mentors provide assistance 
to junior pupils in subject and house areas; all 
students will be part of a vertical tutor group.  
 

Other regular features are the Leavers’ Mass 
and Leavers Ball, where we celebrate the 
achievements of our students before they 
leave us to move on to the next phase of their 
lives.  
 

With a view to their futures, students visit 
colleges and universities and attend county 
and business sponsored courses across a 
variety of subjects. We have a comprehensive 
enrichment programme with guest speakers 
from all walks of life. Our partnership with the 
University of Kent helps us to raise students’ 
expectations and interest in university.  
 

Very close contact is maintained between the 
school and parents. Quarterly reports are 
produced and parents’ evenings are organised 
for both Year 12 and Year 13 students so 
parents will be kept aware of their child’s 
progress. Mock exams take place each year. 
 

A decision to enter the Sixth Form at St 
Anselm’s Catholic School means that the 
student has made a commitment to hard 
work, self-discipline and responsibility. In 
return, students can expect excellent 
teaching, full support and to leave school with 
a sense of achievement and satisfaction. 

 
 
 
 

Mr M Walters  Mrs K D’Costa  
Headteacher  Director of Sixth Form 
 

 

“St Anselm’s is successful 
in ensuring that the vast 
majority of Sixth Form 
students complete their 
courses with good grades and 
progress to either Higher 
Education or employment” 
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“Many social activities are available to  
Sixth Form students and they enjoy theatre 

visits, field trips and other events together.  

They involve themselves in religious and 
charitable work and are particularly active in 

fund-raising for various charities, often working 

with younger students in the school.” 

Ofsted 



 

 

 

The Sixth Form  

Curriculum Offer 
 

The number of qualifications available in post-

16 education has expanded considerably in 

recent years. Government reforms have also 

meant that A-levels have moved back to a 

linear course of study with exams taken at the 

end of the two year course. For some subjects 

these reforms will be from September 2016 

and for other subjects from September 2017. 

Please do take the opportunity to speak to 

subject staff at the school regarding changes 

to the examination of subjects. At St Anselm’s 

we offer both A-level and vocational courses. 

All students will follow a core RE course for 

one hour per fortnight. 

Entry Criteria: 

Students wishing to follow the Level 3 

pathway which consists of A-levels and 

vocational courses will need to have attained 

a minimum of 5 A*-C grades at GCSE. 

Students will need to have attained a grade C 

or higher at GCSE for subjects they wish to 

take at A-level. In maths and science students 

will need to attain a B grade at GCSE. For new 

subjects students may be required to have 

attained at least a C grade in English language 

and/or mathematics. The individual subject 

sheets which follow later in this booklet give 

specific details of the courses offered and 

entry requirements.  

Students wishing to follow the 2-1-2 pathway 

will need to have attained a minimum of 3 A*- 

C grades at GCSE. 

Possible alterations: Please note that the 

subject pages in this booklet relate to the 

courses that we currently intend to run for 

academic year 2016-17; all courses are 

subject to change and are dependent upon 

sufficient uptake. 

Level 3 courses offered at St Anselm’s: 

Advanced Levels (A-levels) 

Students will select three or four A-level 

courses to study across Years 12 and 13. A-

levels are graded A-E and carry UCAS points 

for university admission. If a student is looking 

at a Russell Group University or a competitive 

course such as medicine, law or dentistry; we 

recommend that the student should select 

three A-levels. Students with six B grades or 

better should also consider four subjects.  

Since the new A-level programmes begun in 

2015, there are some subjects where the 

course content is very different for the AS 

compared to the A-level. All students will 

register on the full two year A-level but where 

appropriate students will be required to sit 

the AS exam at the end of Year 12 in order to 

gain information with which to predict A-level 

grades from. Where the school feels that 

sitting the AS exam is not appropriate; 

students will sit in-house examinations in the 

summer term so that this data can be gained. 

Entry to Year 13 is based upon students 

achieving a minimum of three E grades at the 

end of Year 12. For BTEC subjects; a minimum 

of a Pass grade in all Year 12 units will be 

expected. 

BTEC Level 3 Diplomas 

BTEC level 3 diplomas have parity with A-

levels. They are graded at Pass, Merit, 

Distinction and carry UCAS points for 

university admission. The difference between 

A-levels and BTEC courses is that BTEC courses 

are more vocational but are still a two year 

commitment. A single award BTEC (subsidiary 

diploma) would take the place of one A-level 
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choice and a double award BTEC (diploma) 

would take the place of two A-level choices.  

GCSE English Language and Mathematics 

It is a requirement that any student who does 

not have GCSE English language or 

mathematics at grade C or better will 

continue to study for this qualification whilst 

in the Sixth Form. Students will attend 

timetabled classes for these subjects. Please 

note that it is not possible to select certain 

subjects for A-level without GCSE English 

language and/or mathematics. 

2-1-2 Pathway 

We were very pleased to introduce a new 

pathway in September 2015 which further 

supports the government’s RPA agenda and 

will allow a greater number of learners to 

access the courses on offer at St Anselm’s. 

Sometimes a student may not achieve the five 

GCSE passes at grades A*-C to progress to the 

3-4 A-level pathway so the 2-1-2 pathway 

offers the chance for students who have 

attained at least three A*-C grades to still 

study at St Anselm’s. 

Students will study a 2-1-2 model in the 

following ways: 

2: Equivalent of approximately two days per 

week studying a level 3 BTEC Diploma 

(equivalent to two level 3 qualifications). 

1: Equivalent of approximately one day per 

week studying for GCSE English language 

and/or mathematics if these subjects have not 

been attained at grade C or better. Students 

may also study employability skills once 

English and maths are achieved. 

2: Equivalent of approximately two days per 

week out of school on a work experience 

placement which suits the BTEC course of 

study. 

 

Sixth Form Contract 

Upon entering the Sixth Form all students and 

their parent/guardian will sign a sixth form 

agreement which outlines the expectations 

that St Anselm’s has of a Sixth Form student; 

for example attendance, dress code and 

number of courses studied, which includes 

General RE. 
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Year 12 Option Blocks for  

Level 3 courses 2016-17 
 

We try to take account of student preferences when designing option blocks so initial subject 

preference forms should be received by 16th December 2015. Please note that option blocks will 

be released in February 2016 and Sixth Form applications should be received by Friday 27th March 

2016.  

Offer letters will be sent out in term 5 with details of the Sixth Form induction days. 

When selecting subjects please note that each subject must be in a different option block. If you 

wish to take a subject as a double award please state both of the blocks the subject is in. For a 

single award you must state the block which shows as the single option. 

Details of the 2-1-2 model can be obtained from Mr Locke in February 2016. 

If you have any questions please see Mr Locke in the Sixth Form Centre.  
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Art & Design - Fine Art 
AQA 

Course Overview 
This specification is designed to encourage candidates to: 

 Develop their interest and enjoyment in art and design, fostering its value in lifelong learning 

 Develop personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and cultures 

 Work from their own strengths and interests within the remit of the specification 
 

 
A-level 
Component 1: Personal investigation 
• No time limit      • 60% of A Level 
Students develop work based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes. Practical elements should make connections with some aspect of 
contemporary or past practice of artists, designers, photographers or craftspeople and include written 
work of no less than 1000 and no more than 3000 words which supports the practical work. 
 
Component 2: Externally set assignment 
• Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time      • 40% of A Level 
Students respond to a stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce work which provides evidence of their 
ability to work independently within specified time constraints, developing a personal and meaningful 
response which addresses all the assessment objectives and leads to a finished outcome or a series of 
related finished outcomes. 
 

 
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of media, processes and 
techniques. They are made aware of traditional and new media. Students explore the use of drawing 
for different purposes, using a variety of methods and media. 
Students explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and  
design, from the past to now, including European and non-European examples. Students' responses to 
these examples must be shown through practical and critical activities that demonstrate their 
understanding of different styles, genres and traditions. 
Areas of study 
Students are required to work in one or more areas of fine art, listed below.  
• drawing and painting 
• mixed-media, including collage and assemblage 
• sculpture 
• ceramics 
• installation 
• printmaking (relief, intaglio, screen processes and lithography) 
• moving image and photography 

Course Requirements 
Usually a good GCSE grade (C or above) in a practical, creative subject such as Art, Photography or 
Graphic Design and in some cases a portfolio of work is required to support the application. 
Where can this course take me? 
Many students go onto study art on the Foundation course at UCA, which leads onto a variety of 
creative degree courses. Future careers vary from academic, teaching, working in museums and 
galleries to working in the media, game design, fashion, textiles, jewelry design, illustration, graphic 
design, web design, photography, photo-journalism, architecture and many more creative jobs. 
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Art & Design- Photography 
AQA 

 
Course Overview 
This specification is designed to encourage candidates to: 

 Develop their interest and enjoyment in art and design, fostering its value in lifelong learning 

 Develop personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and cultures 

 Work from their own strengths and interests within the remit of the specification 
 

 
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range of photographic media, 
techniques and processes. They are made aware of traditional and new technologies. 
Students explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and  
design, from the past to now, including European and non-European examples. This should be integral 
to the investigating and making processes. Students' responses to these examples must be shown 
through practical and critical activities that demonstrate their understanding of different styles, genres 
and traditions. 
They may wish to develop their drawing skills in order to produce storyboards, thumbnail sketches 
and/or diagrams, where appropriate. 
Students may use traditional methods and/or digital techniques to produce images. Students should be 
aware of the four assessment objectives to be demonstrated in the context of the content and skills 
presented and of the importance of process as well as product. 
 

Areas of study 

Students are required to work in one or more areas of photography, listed below.  

• portraiture 

• landscape photography (working from the urban, rural and/or coastal environment) 

• still life photography (working from objects or from the natural world) 

• documentary photography, photo journalism 

• fashion photography 

• experimental imagery 

• multimedia 

• photographic installation 

• moving image (video, film, animation). 

Course Requirements 
Usually a good GCSE grade (C or above) in a practical, creative subject such as Art, Photography or 
Graphic Design and in some cases a portfolio of work is required to support the application. 

 
Where can this course take me? 
Many of our students go onto study art on the Foundation course at UCA, which leads onto a variety of 
creative degree courses. Future careers vary from academic, teaching, working in museums and galleries 
to working in the media, game design, fashion, textiles, jewellery design, illustration, graphic design, 
web design, photography, photo-journalism, architecture and many more creative jobs. 

Students visit museums, galleries and places of interest to gather research, inspiration and resources 
both locally and further afield. Students take part in workshops at the Art College in Canterbury when 
possible as well as animation workshops as part of the Anifest in the Canterbury Festival each year.   
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Business Studies BTEC 

Edexcel 
 

Course Overview 
A BTEC National Diploma is a level 3 qualification that will provide a vocational approach to studying 
Business. Through analysing real businesses and applying knowledge to ‘real life’ scenarios, all students 
will have the opportunity to learn a huge variety of skills that will form a strong basis for them to either 
use for their progression into university or into the world of business. This is an exciting opportunity to 
achieve highly in a predominantly continual assessment course.  
This qualification is equivalent to two A Levels. 

 

The course is made up of 12 units, 4 mandatory units which everyone takes, and 8 optional units. These 
have been chosen to ensure our students have a wide range of opportunities over their two years. 
Year 1 
Candidates will cover: 
 
The Business environment  
Introduction to marketing  
Business resources  
 
Candidates will also undertake 3 option units in year 1. 

 

Year 2 
Candidates will cover a further compulsory unit and 5 optional units.  
 
Business communication 

 

How is the course assessed? 
All units except for Financial Accounting are assessed via continual 
assessment and an overall grade for the qualification is awarded once 
all units are completed.  
 

 

 
 

“Vocational courses are 
increasingly valuable to 

businesses and 
universities, as they can 
prepare students for the 

‘real world’.” 

 

Where can this course take me? 
It is our aim in the Business department to ensure we provide every 
student with the tools they will need to step into a University course or 
pursue a specific career. This level 3 diploma will provide the vehicle 
necessary to achieve this. If you decide to go to university or college 
you could take a degree or a BTEC Higher National in subjects such as:  

 Business 

 International Business 

 Marketing & Management  

 Finance and Accounting 

 

15 



 

 

 

Economics 

Edexcel 

 
Course Overview 
Economics is a challenging but fascinating subject. It tries to provide scientific explanations for how 
economies work and how different approaches can be used to tackle issues such as promoting 
economic growth, or tackling problems such as scarcity of resources, market failure, unemployment, 
inflation and falling standards of living. You will learn how to think like an economist – to analyse real 
world problems and choices, to test potential solutions and ideas and to constructively criticise the 
actions of firms, consumers, governments and even economists themselves. You will learn to 
appreciate how an understanding of economics can contribute to your life, whether as a potential 
route for further study, or in opening up opportunities for employment or to enable you to 
understand and cope with the challenges of adult life and to approach any of these with a degree of 
confidence. 
 

What is the course structure?  
Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failures  
Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies  
Theme 3: Business Behaviour and the labour market  
Theme 4: A Global Perspective 
 

 
 
 

“Economics is highly regarded 
as an A Level because it 

requires a range of highly 
developed skills such as 

theoretical analysis, numerical 
application and evaluation to 
be applied to the real world.” 

 
How is the course assessed?  
AS Level: Assessment for the stand alone AS qualification consists of 
one paper for each from theme 1 and 2.  
Advanced Level: Assessment for the Advanced Level will consist of 3 
papers, each of 2 hrs:  
Paper 1 (35%): Markets and Business Behaviour (Theme 1 and 3)  
Paper 2 (35%): The national and global economy (Themes 2 and 4)  
Paper 3 (30%): Microeconomics and macroeconomics – a synoptic 
paper that explores all themes 
 

 
Course Requirements 
GCSE Business Studies at grade C or above (if studied at GCSE) 
GCSE Mathematics and English Language at grade B or above 

 

 
Where can this course take me? 
You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE. Similarly, an A Level in Economics is not a 

requirement for an Economics Degree, but it will be a definite advantage, as well as giving you the 

opportunity to know if this is the right path for you 

Exam board is subject to change.  
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English Language 
AQA 

Course Overview 
The new English Language specification will enable students to build on the skills they've developed at 
GCSE, by engaging creatively and critically with a wide range of texts and discourses. 
 

 
AS Assessments 
Paper 1: Language and the Individual 
Textual variations and representations 
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes - 70 marks - 50% of AS 
Questions 
Textual Variations and Representations 
Two texts, linked by topic or theme. 
A question requiring analysis of one text (25 marks) 
A question requiring analysis of a second text (25 marks) 
A question requiring comparison of the two texts (20 marks) 
 

Paper 2: Language Varieties 
What's assessed 
Language diversity 
Writing skills 
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 
Assessed 
written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes - 70 marks - 50% of AS 
Questions 
Section A - Language Diversity 
A discursive essay on language diversity, with a choice of two questions (30 marks)  
Section B - Language Discourses 
A directed writing task on attitudes to language (40 marks) 
 
 

 
A Level Assessments 

 

Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society 
Textual variations and representations 
Children's language development (0-11 years) 
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 
written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes - 100 marks - 40% of A-level 
Questions 
Section A - Textual Variations and Representations  
Two texts (one contemporary and one older text) linked by topic or theme. 
A question requiring analysis of one text (25 marks) 
A question requiring analysis of a second text (25 marks)  
A question requiring comparison of the two texts (20 marks)  
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Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change  
What's assessed 
Language diversity and change 
Language discourses 
Writing skills 
Methods of language analysis are integrated into the activities 
Assessed 
written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes - 100 marks - 40% of A-level 
Questions 
Section A - Diversity and Change  
One question from a choice of two: 
Either: an evaluative essay on language diversity (30 marks)  
Or: an evaluative essay on language change (30 marks)  
 

 
Section B - Language Discourses 
Two texts about a topic linked to the study of diversity and change. 
 
Non-exam assessment: Language in Action 
What's assessed 
Language Investigation 
Original Writing 
Assessed 
Word count: 3,500 
100 marks 
20% of A-level 
Tasks 
A language investigation (2,000 words excluding data) 
A piece of original writing and commentary (1,500 words total) 
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This course is based on an AS examination and A2 coursework and examination mix studied 
over two years, with the AS examination being taken toward the end of Y12 (with the chance of 
retake in Y13) and the A2 coursework and examination being delivered in Y13. We have 
carefully selected the texts and a path through the course which we believe will most engage 
our students and enable them to achieve most highly. The elements of the course are as 
follows. 

 Love Through the Ages (Y12- key texts: “Othello” and poetry from an anthology published 
by AQA, plus “The Great Gatsby” and “The Awakening”) 

 Texts in Shared Contexts: WW1 and its Aftermath (Y13- key texts: “Regeneration”, “My 
Boy Jack” and “The War Poetry of Wilfred Owen”) 

 Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time (Y13- Core text “Great Expectations” plus 
another text of the student’s choice for comparison) 

Year 12: Love Through the Ages 
Paper 1: A detailed analysis of an extract from “Othello” followed by a question based on poetry from 
the AQA anthology. 
Paper 2: An analysis of an unseen prose passage plus a comparative thematic study of “The Great 
Gatsby” and “The Awakening”. 

Year 13: Texts in Shared Contexts 
There are different permutations on how this examination can be approached, but the following is the 
likely approach. 
Examination  
Section A: An essay question based on “Regeneration”  
Section B: A comparative question based on “My Boy Jack” and “The War Poetry of Wilfred Owen” 
PLUS a compulsory question on an unseen extract linked to the study of these texts. 
 

Coursework (20% of the marks)  
Independent Critical Study: Texts Across Time 
Comparative critical study of two texts: “Great Expectations” (taught in class) and another text 
chosen by the student (and studied independently). The student produces an extended essay (2500 
words) and a bibliography. 

Course Requirements 
Minimum grade C at GCSE in both English Literature and English Language, but it is highly 
recommended that students have achieved higher; this is a very rigorous course and is highly 
respected by universities as a result. 
 

 

Where can this course take me? 
Law, Journalism, Teaching (both primary and secondary), Social Work, Librarian, Research, Media: 
English Literature is one of the A Levels recommended for Russell Group applicants. 
 

Activities 
This is a course which expects that students are independent learners who are keen to research 
theories and critical ideas themselves, and who are not afraid to suggest and explain their own 
theories. Students will be expected to contribute to lessons through discussions and group activities, 
as well as to investigate ideas at a deep level by developing their individual academic essay writing 
skills reflectively.  

 

 

 
English Literature 
AQA 

  

English Literature 
AQA 
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Film Studies 

WJEC 
 

Course Overview 
 

Film Studies is a subject which by its nature requires candidates to consider individual, moral, ethical, 
social, cultural and contemporary issues. It also requires students to develop their creative skills by 
making films, creating storyboards and writing screenplays. 
 

 

Year 1 – AS 
 

Unit 1 – Exploring film form 

 One technical analysis of a film sequence 

 One creative project based on a film sequence or a short film. 
 

Unit 2 – British and American film 

 Producers and audiences 

 Topics in British film 

 US Film, a comparative study of two films 
 

 

Year 2 – A2 
 

Unit 3 – Film research and creative projects 

 A small scale research project 

 Creative project 
 

Unit 4 – Varieties of film experience: Issues and debates 

 World cinema topics 

 Spectatorship topics 

 Single film – critical study 
 

 

Course Requirements 
 

Grade C pass in English Language 
 

 
 “The Film Studies  

course has taught me 
brilliant skills and  
offers students a 
chance to really 

experience  
film in a new light” 

 

 

Where can this course take me? 
 

Film marketing, distribution, production, directing and acting 
 

 

Activities 
A week long placement with the animation department at Christ Church University. 
Work placements in the film industry 
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French 
AQA 
 

Course Overview 
French is a versatile language and combines well with a range of A Level subjects including 
Mathematics, Geography and English. The study of a language is vital in order to take full 
advantage of the opportunities in today’s global job market. French graduates have a vast array of 
career opportunities open to them, ranging from work with well-known multinational companies 
to international organisations or charities. 
 

 

AS topics 
Media: TV, advertising and communication technology 
Popular culture: cinema, music and fashion/trends 
Healthy living/lifestyle: sport/exercise, health and holidays 
Family/relationships: family relationships, friendships and 
marriage/partnerships. 
 
 

A2 topics 
Environment: pollution, energy and protecting the planet 
The multi-cultural society: immigration, integration and racism 
Contemporary social issues: wealth and poverty, law and order and the 
impact of scientific and technological progress 
Cultural topic: the study of a francophone region, a period of francophone 
20th century history, a francophone novelist/dramatist/poet/ 
director/architect/musician/painter. 
 
Unit 1 – Listening, reading and writing – written examination 
counting for 70% of the AS marks 
Unit 2 – Speaking examination counting for 30% of the AS marks 
Unit 3 – Listening, reading and writing – written examination 
counting for 70% of the A2 marks 
Unit 4 – Speaking examination counting for 30% of the A2 marks 
 
 

Course Requirements 
Grade B in GCSE French and a grade C in GCSE English Language. 
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Geography 
Edexcel 
Course Overview 
How is our climate changing? Will we ever be able to feed the world’s population? How can we 
improve the quality of life in our inner cities? These are examples of the fascinating issues that you 
will examine when you study Geography. The world in which we live is likely to change more in the 
next 50 years than it has ever done before. Our role in that change is more important than ever. 
Geography explains the changes and helps to prepare people. It is a subject about now and the 
future. 
Geography gives a balanced viewpoint which is good preparation for the world of work. Employers 
want people with the following attributes 
Good communication skills              Ability to work as a team             Computer literacy 
Ability to manage themselves          Numeracy and literacy                 Spiritual awareness 
Ability to solve problems                   Environmental awareness           Social awareness 
 
GEOGRAPHY PROVIDES THEM ALL 
Geography is a diverse and rewarding subject to study. It can be combined with a large number of 
other AS/A2 Level subjects and provides an excellent basis for gaining skills. 

 Year 1 

Paper 1 (worth 30% of A-Level) 
2 hrs exam        

Content overview 
● Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 
● Topic 2: Landscape Systems, Processes 
and Change 
● Topic 5: The Water Cycle and Water 
Insecurity 
● Topic 6: The Carbon Cycle and Energy 
Security 
● Topic 7: Climate Change Futures  

Paper 2: (worth 30% of A-Level) 
2 hrs exam        
            Content overview 
            ● Topic 3: Globalisation 
            ● Topic 4: Shaping Places 
            ● Topic 8: Superpowers 
            ● Topic 9: Global Development and  
Connections 
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Year 2 
Paper 3 (worth 20% of A-Level) 
1hr 45mins exam  
 
Content overview  
The specification contains three synoptic 
themes within the compulsory content areas:  
● Players  
● Attitudes and actions  
● Futures and uncertainties  
● The synoptic investigation will be based on a 
geographical issue within a place-based 
context that links to the three synoptic 
themes and is rooted in two or more of the 
compulsory content areas. 

 

Coursework: Independent Investigation 
(worth 20% of A-Level) 
 

Content overview  
● The student defines a question or issue for 
investigation, relating to the compulsory or 
optional content. The topic may relate to any 
aspect of geography contained within the 
specification  
● The student’s investigation will incorporate 
fieldwork data (collected individually or as 
part of a group) and own research and/or 
secondary data  
● The fieldwork which forms the focus and 
context of the individual investigation may be 
either human, physical or integrated physical-
human  
● The investigation report will evidence 
independent analysis and evaluation of data, 
presentation of data findings and extended 
writing  

● Students will be expected to show evidence that 
they have used both quantitative and qualitative data 
to support their independent investigation as 
appropriate to the particular environment and / or 
location. 

 

Course Requirements 
GCSE Geography at grade C or above (if studied at GCSE) and GCSE English Language at grade C or 
above. 

 

Where can this course take me? 
Geography is a wide-ranging and multi-faceted subject which can lead to, and aid, many future career 
paths such as education, military, medicine and the further study of geographical or natural science as 
well as sociology and anthropology 
 

Activities 
Year 12 field trip to Herne Bay to study coastal management processes and to Canterbury to study 
urban change. Year 12 and 13 trip to study tectonic hazards in Iceland (every 2 years).  
Bespoke lectures at Christchurch University. 
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German 
AQA 
 

Course Overview 
German is a versatile language and combines well with a range of A Level subjects including 
Mathematics, Geography and English. The study of a language is vital in order to take full advantage of 
the opportunities in today’s global job market. German graduates have a vast array of career 
opportunities open to them, ranging from work with well-known multinational companies to 
international organisations or charities. 
 

 

AS topics 
Media: TV, advertising and communication technology 
Popular culture: cinema, music and fashion/trends 
Healthy living/lifestyle: sport/exercise, health and holidays 
Family/relationships: family relationships, friendships and 
marriage/partnerships. 
 
 

A2 topics 
Environment: pollution, energy and protecting the planet 
The multi-cultural society: immigration, integration and racism 
Contemporary social issues: wealth and poverty, law and order and the 
impact of scientific and technological progress 
Cultural topic: the study of a francophone region, a period of francophone 
20th century history, a francophone novelist/dramatist/poet/ 
director/architect/musician/painter. 
 
Unit 1 – Listening, reading and writing – written examination 
counting for 70% of the AS marks 
Unit 2 – Speaking examination counting for 30% of the AS marks 
Unit 3 – Listening, reading and writing – written examination 
counting for 70% of the A2 marks 
Unit 4 – Speaking examination counting for 30% of the A2 marks 
 
 

Course Requirements 
Grade B in GCSE German and a grade C in GCSE English Language. 
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Government and Politics 
AQA 
 

Course Overview 
Among the many benefits of this course, students are encouraged to: 

 Develop a critical awareness of the nature of politics and the relationship between  
political ideas 

 Acquire knowledge and understanding of the structures of authority and power within the UK, 
and how these differ from those of other political systems 

 Know and understand the rights and responsibilities of the individual 

 Develop an interest in and engagement with contemporary politics 
 

 

Year 1 – AS 
Unit 1 – People, politics and participation 

 Democracy and voting behaviour 

 Electoral systems 

 Political parties 

 Pressure groups 
 

 

Year 2 – A2 
Unit 3 – Ideologies 

 Liberalism 

 Conservatism 

 Socialism 

 Fascism 
 

 

Course Requirements 
Grade C in English Language at GCSE 
 

 
 

 

“The course is taught in a relaxed 

manner with time for discussion and 

debate. Knowledge gained in the 

classroom is developed through visits 

to Parliament, UKC, the Scottish 

Parliament and the European 

Parliament”  

 

Where can this course take me? 
Students who take Government and Politics find that 
the course goes well with Business Studies and 
Sociology, it also supports Law and Media Studies 

 

Activities 
Visits to governmental & political institutions as well as visits from politicians and councilors. 
In 2009 and 2010, the AS group visited the Houses of Parliament and the Northern Ireland Assembly  
in Belfast as part of their study of devolution. 
In 2014, students conducted a survey on Scottish Independence on the streets of Edinburgh.  
In 2015, students adopted a political party and explained their manifestos to the whole school, prior 
to running a Mock Election.  
 
 

 
 
  

Unit 2 – Governing modern Britain 

 The constitution 

 Parliament 

 The executive 
 Devolution and the EU 

Unit 4 – Ideologies in action 

 Ethnicity and gender 

 The environment 

 Education 
 The economy 
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Health and Social Care 
Edexcel 
 

Course Overview 
 

Health and Social Care is a broad term that relates to integrated services that are available from 
health and social care providers. 
 

BTEC level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care provides the opportunity for learners to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes, essential for successful performance in 
working life. It is broadly equivalent to two A Levels. The subsidiary diploma is equivalent to one A 
Level and the Extended Diploma equivalent to three A Levels. 
 

The students study 8 mandatory units and 4 optional units over two years, all of which are internally 
assessed. There are no written exams.    
 

 

Year 1  and Year 2 
 

Students will study 12 units in total over two years. One of the units requires 100 hours of work 
experience to be completed.  
The mandatory units are: 

 Developing effective communication in health and social care 
 Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care 
 Health, safety and security in health and social care 
 Development through the life stages 
 Anatomy and physiology for health and social care 
 Personal and professional development in health and social care (work experience) 
 Sociological perspectives for health and social care 
 Psychological perspectives for health and social care 

 

There are a further 30 optional units from which 4 must be completed. 
 
There are opportunities for students to study for the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma which is 
equivalent to 1 GCE over 1 or 2 years or extend the BTEC Level 3 Diploma to the BTEC Level 3 
Extended Diploma in Year 13 which is equivalent to 3 GCE’s. 
 

 

Course Requirements 
Preferred English Language GCSE at grade C. 
 

 
 

 “Interesting, relevant to 
my chosen career and 
thoroughly enjoyable” 

 

Where can this course take me? 
University, Social Work, Nursing, Health Sector, Youth Workers, 
Teaching, Public Services, Occupational Therapy. 
Previous students have secured places at University for Nursing, 
Midwifery, Counselling and Social Work, Occupational Therapy, 
Physiotherapy, Health and Social Care, Teaching and Criminology. 
 

 

Activities 
Visits to local health service providers, care homes, rehabilitation centres, hospitals and GP surgeries. 
Mandatory 100 hours work experience in the health and social care sector. 
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History 
Edexcel 
 

Course Overview 
The course seeks to encourage students to acquire and effectively communicate knowledge and 
understanding of selected periods in history; develop their understanding of historical terms and 
concepts; explore the significance of events, individuals, issues and societies in history; understand 
the nature of historical evidence and the methods used by historians in its analysis and evaluation; 
develop their understanding of how the past has been interpreted and represented; develop their 
interest in and enthusiasm for history.  
 
 

Year 1 A Level: 
 Paper 2: ‘The German Democratic Republic, 1949-90’ Examination paper to be taken in Year 13 

 A study of how the Communist government became established and consolidated its rule in 
East Germany in the years after the Second World War until 1961 

 A study of the development of the East German State, 1961-85 

 A study of what life was like in East Germany under the Communists, 1949-85 

 A study of the growing crises and the collapse of Communist rule on East Germany, 1985-90 
 
Year 1 A Level : 
 Paper 1: ‘Russia from Lenin to Yeltsin’ Examination paper to be taken in Year 13 

 A study of Communist government in the USSR, 1917-85 

 A study of Industrial and agricultural change, 1917-85 

 A study of how the people were controlled in the USSR, 1917-85 

 A study of key social developments, 1917-85 
 

Year 2 A Level: 
 Paper 3: ‘Rebellion and disorder under the Tudors, 1485-1603’  Exam paper to be taken in Year 13 

 A study of how central and local government developed under the Tudors 

 A study of the nature of threats to the Tudor Monarchy under Henry VII, 1485-99 

 A study of the nature of opposition to Henry VIII’s religious developments during the 1530s 

 A study of the nature of the 1549 Kett’s Rebellion 

 A study of the rebellions that took place in the years 1569-70 

 A study of the key rebellions in Ireland that took place in the later years of Elizabeth I’s reign, 
1594-1603 

 

Coursework: analysis of the key features of soviet society in the years 1917-53. Students will choose 
an area of Soviet history that addresses a historical controversy. Did Lenin’s New Economic Policy 
(NEP) betray the Revolution? 
 

Course Requirements 
Grade C GCSE History if studied. 
Students may choose History as an A Level option even if they have not studied the subject at GCSE, 
providing they have at least a grade C in English Language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Food Science and Nutrition 
WJEC (QCF) 
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Where can this course take me? 
Lawyers, librarians, teachers, managers (variety of leadership roles) 
where you need to be an effective communicator / analyse 
developments in key industries. Television / media, journalism / 
researcher 
 

“I am really enthusiastic 
about history. My teachers 

are very hard working 
and encourage me to 

succeed and are always 
there to help and inspire 

me” 
 

Activities 
To include Year 12 visit to Berlin to analyse the impact of the Cold War in Germany in the years 1949-90. Visits 
to the University of Kent for external lectures. Visiting speakers to discuss topics such as politics and 
power in the modern world. 
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Hospitality 

BTEC National Level 3 (QCF) 
 

Course Overview 
This course offers a learning experience that focuses learning through the acquisition of knowledge and 
understanding in purposeful, work-related contexts. Over the past few years, employment in the 
hospitality industry has increased faster than the economy overall. Learners who are particularly 
interested in culinary skills will have the opportunity to study European, contemporary world food and 
Asian food. The practical element is balanced with theoretical content as alongside these units the 
learners study principles of nutrition and the hospitality industry. 
Candidates study three units for the Certificate and 6 units for the Subsidiary Diploma. All units are 
assessed through controlled assessments, internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 

  

Course Overview 
This course offers a learning experience that focuses learning through the acquisition of 
knowledge and understanding in purposeful, work-related contexts. They will have the 
opportunity to learn about the relationship between the human body and food as well as 
practical skills about cooking and preparing food. 
 

Candidates study two units for the Certificate and three units for the Diploma. All units are 
assessed through controlled assessments, internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 

 

Year 1 – Certificate ( equivalent to an AS level) 
Candidates study one unit, which is mandatory and two units which are optional. 
Unit 1 - The hospitality industry 
Unit 10 - European food 
Unit 12 - Contemporary world food 
 

  

Year 1 – Certificate ( equivalent to an AS level) 
Candidates study two units, both of which are mandatory. 
 

Unit 1 – Planning to meet Nutritional Needs. 
Unit 2 – Developing practical food production skills. 
 

 

Year 2 – Subsidiary Diploma ( equivalent to an A Level) 
Candidates must complete the three mandatory units and an additional four units with a credit value of 
60 credits from the optional units.  Units studied:- 
Unit 1 - The hospitality industry. 
Unit 2 - Principles of supervising customer service performance in Hospitality  
Unit 3 - Providing customer service in hospitality 
Unit 10 - European food 
Unit 11 - Asian food 
Unit 12 - Contemporary world food. 
 

  

Year 2 – Diploma ( equivalent to an A Level) 
Candidates must complete the two mandatory units and an additional two units from the 
optional units, allowing them to study aspects of Food Science and Nutrition in greater depth. 
 

Unit 3 – Ensuring food is safe to eat. 
Unit 4 - Experimenting to solve food production problems. 
Unit 5 – Current issues in consumer food choice. 
 

 

Course Requirements 
Preferred GCSE English Language at grade C or above. 
 

 
Where can this course take me? 
The problem solving nature of the course would certainly assist 
candidates who wish to go onto higher education, but the course 
would be equally suitable for candidates seeking work within the 
food and drinks sector of hospitality and catering, food production 
or food retail. 

 
 “This course sounds                 

like an exciting course               
and will support my progression 
from my Level 2 qualifications.  
It offers flexible choices and a 
stimulating grounding in the 

study of Food, Hospitality and 
Catering.” 

 
 

 
 

 “This course sounds                 
like an exciting course               
and will support my 
progression from my 

Level 2 qualifications. It 
offers flexible choices 

and a stimulating 
grounding in the study 

of Food Science and 
Nutrition.” 

 

Activities 
We aim to make the lessons as interesting as possible with a strong emphasis on practical work making 
this an ideal choice for students who prefer to learn by doing. 

 The use of ICT to enhance learning 

 Organisation of trips for students, guest chefs and food professionals 

 

Where can this course take me? 
 

The problem solving nature of the course would certainly assist 
candidates who wish to go onto higher education, but the course 
would be equally suitable for candidates seeking work within the 
food and drinks sector of hospitality and catering, food 
production or food retail. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Information Computer Technology 

Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma 
Course Overview 
The BTEC qualifications offer opportunities to develop skills demanded by employers in the UK today.  
Students will have the opportunity to acquire the essential knowledge and tools for the world of work 
by developing transferable skills such as planning, research and analysis, working with others and 
effective communication.   
These qualifications offer learners the opportunity for a programme of study to prepare for further 
learning or training and develop knowledge and skills in a subject area that interests them with the aim 
of enhancing their employability. 
This qualification is offered as a single award. To achieve the certificate students must pass two 
mandatory units (below) and complete four optional units.  
Examination Arrangements 
This is a 100% coursework course. There is no examination.  

You are expected to: 

 Carry out some independent research using the internet and other sources, and present this in a 
suitable format e.g. computer hardware, IT systems 

 Be able to master a wide range of software packages and use them appropriately  

 Produce and manipulate digital images (PhotoShop). 

 Design of Human Computer Interfaces to provide efficient and accurate data entry and use of IT 
systems 

 Design, produce and publish a web site of your choice to include multimedia and interactive 
components 

 Present evidence of your work in a portfolio 
The units taught are 
YEAR 1: Comms and Employability Skills for IT;  Digital graphics (Photoshop);  E-Commerce 
YEAR 2: Information Systems; Computer Games Programming; Website Production;  
Course Requirements 
Preferred English Language grade C and OCR National Level 2 qualification in ICT. 

Where can this course take me? 
You will have a level of ICT skill that is highly valued by employers. The course provides you with 
practical knowledge of how ICT systems service the information needs of an organization and will 
assist you in your future higher education studies and employment. 
Administrative Assistant, Advertising Creative / Copywriter / Director, CAD Draughts person, 
Computer Game Designer, Computer Game Technical Support, Computer Operator, Database 
Administrator, Financial Advisor, Illustrator, IT Trainer. 
 

Activities 
Students will have the opportunity to visit businesses in the local area to use as case study 
examples in their work. 

Recommend support materials and revision guides  
Students will be issued with relevant resources and handouts. All teaching and learning resources 
will be available on the school network.  It is also in students’ interests to read publications like 
Computer Weekly and daily newspapers which have a wealth of information that is up to date and 
relevant for a subject that is changing all the time. 
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Mathematics 
Edexcel 

Course Overview 
The course seeks to encourage candidates to develop their understanding of mathematics and 
mathematical processes in a way that promotes confidence and fosters enjoyment, develop abilities to 
reason logically and recognize incorrect reasoning, to generalize and to construct mathematical proofs, 
recognize how a situation may be represented mathematically and understand the relationship between 
‘real world’ problems and standard and other mathematical models, how these can be refined and 
improved and use mathematics as an effective means of communication. 
 

Year 1 
Core mathematics C1 and C2: 

 Algebra and functions, co-ordinate geometry, sequences and series, differentiation, integration, 
trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms. 

Decision 1: 

 Algorithms 

 Graphs & networks 

 Algorithms on networks 

 Route inspection 

 Critical path analysis 

 Linear programming 

 Matchings 
 

Year 2  
Core Mathematics C3 and C4 

 Algebra and functions, sequences and series, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, 
differentiation, integration, numerical methods, co-ordinate geometry, vectors. 

Statistics 1 
 Mathematical models in probability and statistics, representation and summary of data, 

probability, correlation and regression, discrete random variables, discrete distributions and the 
normal distribution 

All examination papers are 1 hour 30 minutes and are equally weighted. 

Course Requirements 
Pupils taking this course need to have gained a minimum of grade B at GCSE. 

Where can this course take me? 

Mathematics is an essential basis for all further education in physics and engineering and is useful in many 
other subjects. This qualification can lead to many interesting careers in economics, statistics, computing, 
accountancy, actuarial work, operational research, education, administration, banking, insurance and 
sociology. 
Activities 

Students will be encouraged to work independently to prepare themselves for University and 
Higher Education life. It is planned that the course will involve having visits from the University of 
Kent and Canterbury Christ Church University. The subject is also involved in the United Kingdom 
Mathematics Trust, Mathematics Challenge. Every year our A Level students attend workshops at 
the University of Kent. This event, which usually takes place during school holidays or at 
weekends, is a great way to see what degree level math’s is all about. 
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PE 
OCR 
 

Course Overview 
The aim of this course is for students to gain an understanding of key areas in Physical Education. Students will 

study anatomy and physiology, acquiring movement skills, sports psychology, socio cultural issues relating to 

sport in addition to the history of sport and biomechanics, practical and analysis modules. The course allows 

students to carry out real life testing in laboratories at UKC and provides students with a practical example of 

theoretical components.  

 

 

Course Requirements 
This course is perfect for those student’s that wish to follow on to take either sport and exercise science or 

PE teaching at university level. This course would suit those wanting to enter into the sporting industry in all 

areas.  

Requirement: GCSE ‘B’ in P.E. 

 

 

 
 

Performing Arts  

Edexcel 

Course Overview 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma and Subsidiary Diploma in Performing Arts is an intense and 

exciting two-year programme enabling students to explore a vast range of different areas in all 

areas of Performing Arts for example: musical theatre, Theatre in Education, Stand-up comedy , 

Choreography and Performance Techniques to name but a few.  

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Performing Arts is a 120-credit and 720-guided-learning-hour 

(GLH) qualification that consists of three mandatory units plus optional units that provide for a 

combined total of 120 credits (where at least 90 credits must be at level 3 or above). 

Where can this course take me? 
The BTEC Extended Diploma in Performing Arts could lead to practical courses in acting or dancing 

at theatre schools, or technical degrees or apprenticeships.  Academic or applied degrees in the 

arts also recognise and value the BTEC.  Work experience will help you stand out from the crowd 

in a competitive yet rewarding industry.  Many other businesses are now seeing the value that 

arts’ training brings to their employees in terms of leadership development. 
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Product Design 
AQA 

Course Overview 
The course will encourage students to develop their own ability to design and make products and is a 
sound basis for students who intend to pursue any form of design course at university. This is 
achieved through a folio of project work that accounts for 50% of the overall course marks. Students 
will tackle design briefs based on given themes but they will also work in design areas of their 
choosing. Student design briefs are accepted for a wide range of products including jewellery, 
graphics, packaging, digital products, lighting, furniture, storage, books, toys and household products. 
 

Students also study design, for example arts and crafts, Art Deco and Bauhaus, and the successful 
designers associated with these important movements. In doing so, students develop their 
understanding of how to design effectively and their ability to critically appraise the work of 
professional designers.  
 

Students are introduced to industrial design and they learn the skills associated with using computers 
to design and make products. 
 

Year 1 – AS 
Unit 1 – Design theory, 2 hour written exam 

 Develop an understanding of materials and how they are used in design work 
 Develop an understanding of environmental concerns in relation to design work 
 Learn how a variety of products are manufactured 
 How to use computers to aid the success of design work 
 Ergonomics – client requirements in relation to your work 
 Consumer safety and design 

Unit 2 – Production of a portfolio of A3 design sheets together with resulting 2D & 3D products.  
 Students will produce a range of designs and make projects set within different design areas 

and contexts. 

Year 2 – A2 
Unit 3 – Design theory, 2 hour written exam 

 Materials and industrial processes used in making products 

 Examination of alternative designs and redesigning existing products 

 The use of natural resources, pollution and recycling 

 The use of computers in the design and manufacture of products 

 Important designs and design movements – design icons 

 The major developments in technology that have affected design work 

 Graphic and other communication methods used by designers 
Unit 4 – Production of an A3 design folder showing the design and making of a product 

 The product will evolve from a design specialism of the student’s choice 

Course Requirements 
The course is suitable to successful post GCSE Design students who enjoy 
designing and making their own products in a creative way and exploring the 
work of other successful designers.  

 
 “Last year  
three former 

students went 
on to study a 

degree in 
Product Design 

at Brunel 
University” 

Where can this course take me? 
This subject is widely acknowledged within universities and colleges to provide 
the essential foundation for further study in a wide range of degree courses 
including product design, graphic design, package design, jewellery, fashion. 
furniture / storage design, industrial design and engineering design. 
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Psychology 
WJEC Eduqas 

Course Overview 
In addition to helping students acquire subject knowledge, the course is designed to: 

 Encourage students to engage with the subject by introducing new, contemporary topics 

 Make conceptually demanding areas more accessible by setting them in context 

 Allow teachers to select a route through optional topics that suits students’ interests 

 Allow candidates to demonstrate their ability to utilise scientific methodology in the context of 
psychology 

 Develop candidates critical thinking skills 

Year 1 
Candidates develop a broad knowledge, understanding and evaluation of the core areas of Psychology 

through a range of topics chosen for their accessibility and popularity.  

Compulsory Content includes: 5 psychological approaches with 5 classic pieces of research evidence 

and a contemporary debate. 

Compulsory Content 2: To conduct 2 investigations in preparation for C2 exam. 

Year 2 – A Level 
This specification offers a range of topic based options which bring together explanations from 

different psychological approaches and engage students in issues and debates in psychology. 

Compulsory subject content:  

Option 1 subject content: Stress 

Option 2 subject content: Schizophrenia 

Option 3 subject content: Criminal Behaviours 

 

Assessments 

 Component 1: Psychology: Past to Present; 2hrs 15mins (33.3% of A Level) 

 Component 2: Psychology: Investigating behaviour; 2hrs 15 mins (33.3% of A Level) 

 Component 3: Psychology: Implications in the Real World; 2 hrs 15 mins (33.3% of A Level)  

 
Course Requirements 
B grade or above in either Maths, English or Science 

Minimum 5 A*-C grades at GCSE in other subject areas 

 
 

 “I love this course.  
I find it fascinating  

and very interesting.  
The material is well 
presented, easy to  
follow and thought 

provoking” 
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Religious Studies – Philosophy and Ethics  

WJEC 

Course Overview 
This is an excellent course for any student who is interested in, and wishes to pursue their 
understanding of, philosophy and moral behaviour. During the course, students will have the 
opportunity to explore why people behave in a certain way and to what extent this behaviour is 
determined, by the moral authorities around us. By investigating issues such as genetic engineering, 
war and the existence of God students are encouraged to examine traditional ideas and their 
relevance to contemporary issues. A philosophical example is how one can use Anselm’s ontological 
argument for the existence of God to prove that God does not actually exist! An ethical conflict could 
examine why, legally, infanticide is unacceptable and abortion is. Any student who takes this course 
will learn how to argue, show analysis, syntheses and evaluate. Which are all key skills for a varied 
selection of courses and further study. 

Year 1 – AS 

Unit 1 – Philosophy of Religion 

 Greek Philosophers Plato and Aristotle. 

 Arguments for the existence of God 

 The problem of Evil 

 Religion and science 

 Religious Experience - Mysticism 
Unit 2 – Religious Ethics 

 Ethical theories such as Natural Law, Situation Ethics and Utilitarianism 
 Applied ethics topics such sexual ethics. 

Year 2 – A2 

Unit 1 – Philosophy of Religion 2 or Ethics 2 

 Religious language, Religious experience 

 Religion and science 

 The nature of God 

 Kantian Ethics 

 Virtue Ethics 
Unit 2 – Human Experience 

Course Requirements 
The minimum requirement to study this course is a grade C in RE at GCSE 
level. 

 

“A challenging and 

gripping subject 

which will stretch 

you academically, 

a thought 

provoking course” 

Where can this course take me? 
This course will develop such skills as clear and logical thinking, problem 
solving, critical evaluation and literacy & expression. These skills are 
invaluable when going on to further study in law, medicine, history, English 
and government and politics to name a few. Such studies could lead to 
future careers in teaching, youth work, law, journalism and counselling. 

Activities 
Students spend considerable time in class discussing and debating ideas. Each year there is usually  
an opportunity to attend two conferences to hear well-known authors and speakers in their relevant field. 
 

18 
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Exam Board Edexcel 

This is a Level 3 BTEC award which covers all three of the science disciplines. 

Useful for those thinking about careers nursing, vet nursing, working with animals, paramedics, 

midwifery, forensics and can be used as a foundation to pharmacy.  It can also be used as a 

foundation course for other science A-Levels if these want to be continued at another institution. 

The course is a 60 credit and roughly 360 learning hours. Mandatory units in the Fundamentals of 

Science, Scientific Practical Techniques and Working in the Science Industry are covered along 

with a selection of optional units such as Physiology of Human Body Systems and Microbiology 

Techniques. 

The course is a non-examined course and a portfolio of work is produced at the end which is 

moderated and awarded, Pass, Merit or Distinction. 

This course would suit students who would like to continue with science but did not achieve 

above a CC grade (core and additional) You need to be well motivated with a good work ethic and 

organisational skills. 

The entry grade for this course is CC in both Core and Additional Science. 

 

  

Applied Science BTEC 
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Science - Biology 
Exam Board OCR A 

  
Course Overview 
An A Level course in Biology will not only extend your knowledge and understanding of this fascinating 
Science discipline but also provide you with many skills required in further education and the 
workplace. Skills such as problem solving, analysis, working as part of a team and many more are all 
developed through this course. Our daily news bulletins are full of items about the environment, 
global warming, endangered animals, pollution of our oceans and diseases such as Ebola to name but 
a few. Biology is big news and thus is and will continue to be able to offer many opportunities for 
further study and careers.  
 

  
Course Content 
Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology  

Module 2 – Foundations in biology  

Module 3 – Exchange and transport  

Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease  

Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy  

Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 

 

  
Course Requirements 
A B grade or above in GCSE Biology or Additional Science and a B grade in English Language. 

  
Where can this course take me? 
Medicine, pharmacology, veterinary medicine, flavour technology, microbiology, disease control, 

forestry management, marine biology and many more. 
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Science - Chemistry 

Exam Board OCR A 

Course Overview  
An A level course in Chemistry will not only extend your knowledge and understanding of this 
fascinating Science discipline but also provide you with many skills required in further education and 
the workplace. Skills such as problem solving, analysis, working as part of a team and many more are 
all developed through this course. Chemistry will give you a thorough understanding of the chemicals 
and interactions that make our modern 21st century world what it is. Materials such as Kevlar (bullet 
proof vests), polycarbonates (mobile phone cases) and silicon chips (computers) all have their origins 
rooted in the Chemistry laboratory. 
 

 Course content 
 

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry  

Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry  

Module 3 – Periodic table and energy  

Module 4 – Core organic chemistry  

Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements  

Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis  

  

  

Course Requirements 

A B grade or above in GCSE Chemistry or Additional Science plus a B grade or above in mathematics. 

  

Where can this course take me? 

Medicine, pharmacology, veterinary medicine, flavour technology, drug research and development, 

environmental agencies, product design and many more. 
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Where can this course take me? 

Medical imaging, astronomy, mechanical engineering, civil engineering, electrical engineering, 

radiography,  

  

Science - Physics 

Exam Board OCR A 

  
Course Overview 
 An A level course in Physics will not only extend your knowledge and understanding of this fascinating 

Science discipline but also provide you with many skills required in further education and the 

workplace. Skills such as problem solving, analysis, working as part of a team and many more are all 

developed through this course. Only recently the Higgs boson particle, the so called God particle has 

been discovered. For decades its existence was only a theory. The implications of this discovery are as 

yet unknown but it could rate as one of the most important ever. A qualification in Physics will give 

you the tools to be part of the exciting journey that Physics is taking in our modern world.  

Course content 

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in physics  

Module 2 – Foundations of physics  

Module 3 – Forces and motion  

Module 4 – Electrons, waves and photons  

Module 5 – Newtonian world and astrophysics  

Module 6 – Particles and medical physics 

  
Course Requirements 
A B grade or above in GCSE Physics or Additional Science, plus a B grade or above in Maths. 
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Sociology 

AQA 

Course Overview 
Students will study a range of topics which challenge them to understand the way that societies work. 
This course is ideal for those students who enjoy learning about the world in which they live and how 
they can contribute to it. It demands of students the ability to challenge their own understanding of 
human behaviour and the issues we face.  

Year 1 
Candidates develop a broad knowledge and understanding of the core areas of Sociology through a 
range of topics chosen for their accessibility and popularity. 
Subject content: 1. Education, 2. Methods in context, 3. Research Methods, 4. Families & Households  
Assessments 

 Paper 1 – Education with Methods in Context 

1 hour 30 minutes written exam 60 marks. Short answers and extended writing  
 

 Paper 2 – Research Methods and Families and Households 

1 hour 30 minutes written exam 60 marks. Short answers and extended writing  

Year 2 
This specification offers a range of topic based options which bring together explanations from 
different sociological approaches and engage students in issues and debates in sociology.  
Subject content: 1. Education with Theory and Methods, 2. Crime and Deviance with Theory and 
Methods, 3. Families and Households, 4. Beliefs in Society. 
Assessments  

 Paper 1 – Education with Theory and Methods 

2 hour written exam 80 marks. Short answers and extended writing  
 

 Paper 2 – Families and Households and Beliefs in Society 

2 hour written exam 80 marks. Short answers and extended writing  

 

 Paper 3 – Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods  

2 hour written exam 80 marks. Short answers and extended writing  

Course Requirements 
Students require 5 A*- C grades at GCSE to undertake Sociology and must have English Language at 
grade C minimum. 

Where can this course take me? 
Sociology is a highly engaging subject that considers why people behave in the 
way they do in different aspects of society for example in the family. It is a 
subject that involves debate and discussion; it enhances analytical skills and can 
be a stepping stone to a variety of different careers and further education. 
Community Worker, Housing Manager, Information Scientist, Journalist, 
Lecturer, Personnel Manager, Police Constable, Prison Officer, Probation 
Officer, Public Sector Administrator, Social Researcher, Social Worker, Teacher, 
Welfare Advice Worker. 

 
 “I have really 

enjoyed A Level 
Sociology –  

it is a completely 
different way                

of thinking about 
the  

world” 

Activities 
Year 12 and Year 13 sociology conference at Canterbury Christ Church University.  
Visit to a prison in Year 13. 
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Sport (BTEC Level 3 Diploma) 
Edexcel 
 

Course Overview 
This course provides an introduction for learners looking to build a career in sport within coaching, 
leadership and sports development areas. It is the equivalent of 2 A Levels and is assessed on 100% 
coursework.  
 

It gives learners the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised Level 3 vocationally specific 
qualification in sport and leisure. It also provides an opportunity to develop a range of techniques, 
personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life.  
 

 

Year 1 
Principles of anatomy and physiology in sport 
The physiology of fitness 
Assessing risk in sport 
Fitness testing for sport and exercise 
Practical team sports 
Leadership in sport 
Work experience in sport 
 

 

Year 2  
Fitness training and programming 
Sports coaching 
Sports development 
Practical individual sports 
Sports injuries 
Psychology for sports performance 
 

 

Course Requirements 
The course is suitable for students who have gained at least a pass at 
BTEC level 2 extended certificate in sport or a C grade or above in 
GCSE PE. 
 

 
 

 “BTEC is a good  
course as it offers a  
wide range of job 

opportunities within  
sport and leisure and  
it is the equivalent of  

2 A Levels” 

 

Where can this course take me? 
The course provides learners with the opportunity to enter 
employment in the sport and active leisure sector or progress to 
higher education vocational qualifications.  
 

 

Activities 
Learners will have the opportunity to visit local workplaces in the sport and active leisure sector as 
well as studying a number of practical individual and team sports. Learners will also have the 
opportunity to gain relevant work experience and gain experience as sports leaders in conjunction 
with local primary schools. 
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Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

 
In September 2012 we introduced the Extended 
Project Qualification to St. Anselm’s Catholic 
School. Equivalent to half an A-level, this 
qualification will be offered to students in Year 
13 and provides the opportunity for learners to 
produce an extended piece of work either in an 
area that they are already studying or in which 
they have a particular interest. Delivery of the 
EPQ will involve a taught element plus mentoring 
and tutorials in addition to the high level of 
independent research required from students. 
 
We feel that the EPQ will equip students with the 
research, reflection and independent study skills 
they will need to succeed at university. The 
qualification is an excellent point of discussion 
for university interviews and students can also 
gain valuable project management skills that 
companies are looking for when recruiting. Skills 
which the qualification aims to develop include 
organisation, critical writing, analytical skills, and 
learner autonomy, communication and 
presentation skills. This qualification is designed 
to aid transition to higher education by 
stretching and challenging students whilst giving 
them the freedom to explore a subject of 
interest to them in greater depth. 
 
What are learners required to do? 

 Devise, design, plan and complete the 
project / question  

 Identify and draft the aims of their 
project and justify their choices  

 Research, critically select, organise and 
use information 

 Select and use resources and data, 
including primary data 

 Provide evidence of all stages of the 
project 

 Deliver a presentation to a specified 
audience using a range of communication skills 

 Evaluate all aspects of the project, 
including the outcomes and what has been learnt 
during the process 
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Work Related Learning 

Careers and Industry Liaison 
 

All students in the Sixth Form will benefit from different work related learning experiences which 
are designed to enhance their chances of employment. 
 
The Sixth Form work related learning experience is designed to build on the careers education started 
at Key Stage 3 and actual work experience enjoyed at Key Stage 4. In the Sixth Form students will 
experience different types of work through their subject areas. This may take the form of 
conferences, visits, guest speakers and by entering competitions.   
 
All year 12 students will complete a two week work experience placement during the summer term 
and specialist advice is offered for university applications.  
 
Members of staff are available to give work related careers advice and general help on university 
choices. There are computers with 
career related software available and 
students may order prospectuses on-
line. Those students finding they have 
problems making decisions for their 
future may also benefit from help from 
the CXK Advisor. 
 
Students are encouraged to take on part 
time jobs as employers and universities 
like to see that students have experience 
of the working world. However, the 
hours of these jobs do need to be 
carefully balanced against the demands 
of the courses chosen and should not be 
during school time.  

It is recommended that students should 
not work more than 8 hours per week in 
their part time job. 

There are specific materials available 
that deal with equal opportunities in 
race, gender and ethnicity which 
reinforce the school policies and 
Catholic ethos.  
Materials for students with physical 
disabilities and special educational 
needs are available and individual 
specialist advice and guidance is given 
where appropriate as part of our provision.  
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Structure of the School 
 

St Anselm’s is organised in vertical Houses. Each 
House has a suite of teaching rooms with 
dedicated resources.  Each house is led by an 
Assistant Headteacher and supported by a non-
teaching House Manager and House Support 
Officer.  Every student is placed in a vertical form 
group on admission to the school.  The form 
tutor is the first point of contact for parents 
seeking information or support. 

There are approximately 18 students in each 
tutor group, across Years 7 – 13.  This system has 
been adopted to create a greater feeling of 
community across the school by allowing 
students from different year groups to come 
together on a daily basis. Smaller tutor groups 
allow more focused use of tutor time and 
improved intervention, especially in Years 11 - 
13. Amalgamating academic and pastoral 
structures ensures great clarity about who is 
responsible for each child in the school. Sixth 
Form students are encouraged to support their 
tutor in leading form discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bosco 

Stein 

Merici 

Aquinas 
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Life in the Sixth Form 
  Privileges and Expectations

 
Attendance and Punctuality 

Good attendance and punctuality are highly prized 

by future employers and are always mentioned in 

references. Students are expected to arrive at 

registration and all lessons on time. Students are 

expected to be at school by 8.50am each morning. 

 

If a student is late to school they must sign in and 

provide an explanation. A note should also be 

provided. Continued lateness will lead to a meeting 

with the student, parents and Director of Sixth Form 

or Senior Leadership Team. 

 

Absence from school 

All absences should be accounted for by a parental 

letter to the school. This is required even if the 

school has previously been contacted by telephone. 
 

Absence from lessons 

Teachers will check the attendance record to ensure 

that absences from their lessons are accounted for. 

If absences are not satisfactorily accounted for they 

will inform tutors. In the event of absences from 

lessons when present in school students will be 

interviewed by the Curriculum Manager and 

parents will be informed. Repeated absences will 

lead to student and parent interviews with the 

Director of Sixth Form and /or intervention from the 

Deputy Headteacher. 

 

Attendance 

Students are obliged to attend daily within specific 

school hours. They are registered in all lessons and 

during form time using an electronic registration 

system. Students may leave the school premises 

during lunchtime only and must sign in and out. 

Permission to leave school premises at any other 

time (e.g. hospital or dental appointments) must be 

sought from the Director of Sixth Form.  

 

 

 

If permission is granted students must sign out  

at the school office and sign in on their return. 

Some students may, if they are up-to-date with 

their studies and satisfying the requirements of 

their teachers, be allowed to study at home at 

certain times. Permission to do so can be granted 

by the Director of Sixth Form only. This permission 

will, of course, be withdrawn if it is felt that the 

student is not fulfilling the requirements of his or 

her course. Home study will be granted for 

afternoons only and not before term 3 of year 12. 

 

Monitoring Progress 

Various methods are employed, including: 

Quarterly Assessments 

Interim Reports 

End of Year Reports 

Mock Examinations 

Unit Examinations 

Parents’ Evenings 

Attendance 

Tutoring  
 

Driving Lessons and vehicles 

Driving lessons may only be booked during study 

periods in an afternoon once Home Study has been 

granted and there are no other lessons. 

 

There is some parking for students on site. A limited 

number of spaces exist on the Old Dover Road.  

 

Guests 

Students should not invite guests onto the school 

premises at any time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
51 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Study Time 

Students are expected to engage in private study 

during all lessons when they have no direct contact 

with their subject teachers. This will take place in 

the Discovery Centre or in the Sixth Form Centre 

(unless special permission has been granted to 

study at home). 

 

16-19 Bursary Fund 

The decision to end EMA was announced as part of 

the Government's spending review on 20th October 

2010. Each year Schools have been awarded a 16-19 

Bursary Fund which has been designed to support 

young people who face the greatest barriers to 

continuing in education or training post 16. 
 

At present, the bursary fund is only available for 

academic year 2015-2016 and we will inform 

students and parents of any further developments 

in this area when or if it is confirmed for 2016-2017. 

For more information please contact Mr Locke at 

the school.  

 

Mentoring Younger Students 

There is a long established tradition at St. Anselm’s 

Catholic School of Sixth Form students assisting 

teachers in all subject areas in the teaching of those 

younger students who would benefit from 

individual attention. Sixth Form students will be 

offered the opportunity to become involved in the 

mentoring of younger students and vertical tutoring 

will provide opportunities for Sixth Form students 

to lead discussions with younger students as well as 

act as peer mentors. 
 

This will help to build confidence and develop a 

number of important skills. It is in keeping with the 

Catholic nature of the school that Sixth Form 

students should take an active part in the liturgical 

life of the school.  

 

Assemblies, for example, other than those given by 

the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher and Director 

of Sixth Form, will be the responsibility of tutor 

groups, assisted by their tutors. It is an expectation 

that the Head Boy or Head Girl will attend the 
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regular Friday Mass and an anticipation that other 

students will also wish to attend.  

 

Students are encouraged to take as full a role as 

they wish in the liturgy, perhaps by becoming 

trained as Eucharistic Ministers, and are invited to 

offer their services to the Chaplain or the Religious 

Education Department. Students are encouraged to 

take advantage of the opportunity to go on retreats 

and all sixth form students will attend a retreat in 

year 12 and year 13. 

 

 

Sixth Form Dress Code 
Students are expected to promote a good image of the school in their attitude to their studies, 

their behaviour and their dress. Sixth Form students are role models within the school; younger 

students aspire to the privileges they earn. Students represent our school in the community and 

are seen by prospective employers and the public at large. Furthermore, any Sixth Form student 

may be called upon at any time to show visitors around the school. 

Students should follow a sensible dress code remembering that this is a place of work.              
No clothing with offensive slogans or highly visible logos: this includes coats, bags and badges. 
Jewellery and make up may be worn but should be subtle and suitable for a working environment. 

Day to day attendance 

Ladies: Jeans, leggings or trousers but no ripped jeans. Skirts and dresses to be approximately 

knee length. Shorts in the summer need to be of smart material and should be approximately 

knee length. Tops should be shirts/blouses or of smart material and should cover the shoulders. 

No thin straps or strapless tops. Jackets, jumpers, cardigans or hooded sweatshirts may be worn. 

Sheer materials should have a vest or top underneath.  Midriffs must not be on show. Tracksuit 

bottoms should only be worn for sport. Footwear must be sensible for a working environment. No 

flip flops at all and no open toe shoes in science labs and practical rooms. No clothing with 

offensive wording or logos. Make up should be suitable for a working environment and hair 

should be of natural colours. Hats should not be worn in the school building. Jewellery should be 

suitable for a working environment with ear piercings limited to one pair of earrings.  A nose stud 

may be worn if it is a small stud only. No other facial piercings are permitted. 

Gentlemen: Jeans or trousers but no ripped jeans. Shorts in the summer must be approximately 

knee length and of smart material. Tops should have a collar e.g. a shirt or polo t-shirt. Gentlemen 

should not wear sleeveless tops. Jackets, jumpers and hooded sweatshirts may be worn. Tracksuit 

bottoms should only be worn for sport. Footwear must be sensible for a working environment. No 

flip flops at all and no open toe shoes in science labs and practical rooms. No clothing with 

offensive wording or logos. Hats should not be worn in the school building and hair should be of 

natural colours. Jewellery should be suitable for a working environment with ear piercings limited 

to one pair of earrings.  A nose stud may be worn if it is a small stud only. No other facial piercings 

are permitted. 

Formal Occasions: Smart dress will be required with suits comprising of trousers / skirt and jacket 

with blouse/shirt for all students. 



 

 

 

Sixth Form 

Centre 

 

During lesson times the Sixth Form Centre is 
to be used for study, and during lunch times 
for recreation. The school will provide as 
many facilities as possible but students are 
expected to help raise funds for further 
developments. A £10 voluntary contribution 
towards facilities and upkeep of the Centre 
is payable at the start of year 12. 
 

Any accidental damage should be reported 
immediately to the Director of Sixth Form. 
Deliberate damage will lead to immediate 
intervention by the Deputy Headteacher. 
There will be no place at St. Anselm’s 
Catholic School for those who behave 
irresponsibly.  
 

Sixth Form Committee 

The purpose of this committee is to oversee 
the running of the Sixth Form Centre and 
organise activities for the student body. It 
will meet on a regular basis and will 
comprise: 

 Head Boy or Head Girl who will act as 
Chair and will liaise with the 
Headteacher 

 Director of Sixth Form 

 Representatives from each house 
group 

All members of the committee are 
responsible for common room disciplinary 
matters. 
 

Sub-committees, each to be chaired by Head 
Boy or Head Girl and to be responsible for 
one of the following 

 Maintenance, cleaning and 
development of facilities 

 Fund raising for Sixth Form Centre 
facilities 

 Social 

 Charities  
(to liaise with Mr Locke) 

 Public Relations (to liaise with 
Director of Sixth Form) 
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