
Getting a head start in… 

Art/Photography 

 Preparation for Y12 Gathering information and generating ideas Applying knowledge and experimenting 
 

Developing and refining knowledge and 
ideas 
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Collect materials for September 
 
ART: 
You will be given a larger sketchbook and a small 
sketchbook at the beginning of the course. After 
that you will be expected to buy sketchbooks at 
cost price through school. 
 
You need to buy good drawing pencils and other 
materials, which you can purchase from school.  
You will also be expected to buy a toolbox from 
school for your materials, which can be stored at 
school, or you can carry it between home and 
school. 
PHOTOGRAPHY: 
You will be ideally be expected to have your own 
SLR camera and 35mm film camera. (Look in 
charity shops, ask family, look in The Camera 
Shop near Waitrose in town) 
 Your own memory card and a USB stick. 
 You will be given a sketchbook at he beginning 
of the year , after that you will be expected to 
buy one from school at cost price. 

Create a detailed mind map exploring the theme 
reflections (reflections of light, colour, imagery, objects 
etc) 
 

 Research the definition, and look for a range 
of contrasting examples of ‘Reflections’  

 You can include notes, bullet points, 
associations, secondary images, sketches, 
artists, photographers, films, music etc 

 
 Research three artists/photographers who relate to the 
theme ‘reflections’ 
 

 Explain how they link and why 

 What you like about their work and why 

 What you specifically think is successful and 
explain why (ie. formal elements, concept) 

 How you would use their style in your own 
work- create sketches to demonstrate how 
you would use their style 

 look on Pinterest and choose 3 ideas and do 
as above, 

 
Visit an Art Gallery  

 Take a photo of the work /print from internet 

 Prepare to present your response to the work 
in September to the class.  

Take between five and ten primary photos of 
different types of reflections in similar compositions 
to the art work you have researched 
 

 They must be good quality 

 Select your favorite three and print off in 
A4 

 Work from these images in the style of 
your chosen artists- try to work in a 
similar media 

 

 Evaluate each piece; do you think you 
have successfully captured the style or 
atmosphere of the art pieces you were 
inspired by? How and why? What would 
you do differently next time? Which 
aspects of the piece do you like best and 
why? 

 

 Create a design for how you would 
improve the piece- this should be a 
labelled diagram showing your plans and 
thinking 

Plan some different outcomes-combine the most 
successful aspects of each of the ‘in the style ofs’ in one 
design (this should show clear links to each artist’s style 
and to the theme reflections) 
 

 Sketch out a design, making sure you are 
including the improvements that you 
suggested earlier 

 Create the design in the media and size of 
your choice 

 Justify your choice of materials, objects, 
techniques (why did you think they would 
work well?) 

 What do you think you have done well and 
what could you improve even further and 
how? 

 what do you need to find out/ learn to 
develop your work. 
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A brief list of materials which would be useful 
are: a set of multi coloured biros, drawing 
pencils, good rubber and sharpener, a set of  
water colours, paint brushes (a range of sizes), a 
good set of pencil crayons, fine liners, scissors, a 
bottle of drawing ink,, marker pen, Pritt stick. 
and more….. 
 
Photographers particularly: upload a free 
photographic manipulation software eg GIMP if 
you haven’t already got Photoshop. practice 
using it. 
 
 
Personal interests task- create an art piece in 
whatever material or style that you like 
 

Research more than three artists from a range of 
art/creative specialisms  
 
eg 
 
architects, sculptors, painters, historical, cultural and 
modern art, performance, music, film, literature etc 
 
Gather research from a range of sources 
 
eg 
 
Visit a gallery, look in books, quote and screen shot 
documentaries, read articles and reviews 

Experiment with a range of compositions, research 
photographers to inspire different shots and ways of 
manipulating the imagery. 
 
Research and experiment with how to use different 
editing methods, filters, and effects. 
 
Learn how to use your camera. 

Experiment with a range of media, some mixed media 
designs, some in just painting, sculpture, photography or 
drawing media. 
 
Analyze the results and the effectiveness of each piece 
you make, thinking about how it links to the theme, your 
own ideas and the artists that you have looked at. 
 
Art: Create a range of combination designs in these 
different media justifying your choice of materials, 
objects, techniques and the scale. 
Photography: think of different and creative ways of 
presenting your work and changing the photographs 
physically. 
  

In the first two weeks of Year 12 you will be completing an activity to assess how well you have succeeded in working independently and a presenting of your work.  

We will be finding ways of developing our work further to bring about the best possible outcomes. 

You will be exploring:  Your first A level 

project ‘reflections’ through preliminary 

research and the development of ideas, 

skills and understanding 

A possible approach: Research on the internet, in books, 

galleries, through films documentaries or radio stations, 

through taking your own photos and conducting your own 

experiments 


