
Year 12 Politics Summer Preparation work 

 

To thrive in Government and Politics it is essential that you keep a close eye 

on current affairs, particularly in the UK and the USA. Pupils who achieve the 

best grades are those who can use up to date examples – showing that they 

are able to apply political theory to what’s happening TODAY.  

Complete the following research tasks and bring your answers with you to 

your first lesson in September: 

1. A definition of ‘representative’ democracy 

2. A definition of ‘direct’ democracy 

3. Two arguments why voting should be made compulsory 

4. Two arguments why voting should not be made compulsory 

5. Two arguments why 16 years olds should be able to vote 

6. Two arguments why 16 year olds should NOT be able to vote 

7. A definition of a ‘pressure group’ 

8. Give a basic overview of the Magna Carta- what is it and what did it mean for 

the British people. 

9. A definition of the ‘political spectrum’ 

10. Write a short paragraph on the basics of ‘Thatcherism’  

11. Explain why and how a coalition is formed 

12. Try to write a basic explanation on what is what by ‘First past the post’ 

13. Give two arguments FOR the use of referendums in the UK 

14. Give two arguments AGAINST the use of referendums in the UK 

15. Research and find some statistics on how gender, age, ethnicity and region 

have an impact on voting behaviour 

16. Research the works of John Locke- what were his main ideas about liberalism 

17. Research the works of Thomas Hobbes- what were his main ideas about 

conservativism 

18. Research the works of Karl Marx- what were his main ideas about socialism 

19. Research two arguments in favour of House of Lords reform 

20. Research two arguments against House of Lords reform.  

 


