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Letter to Year 8 Students 
 

  

Dear Year 8 Students,  

  

With Year 9 on the horizon, it is time to consider your future.  For the first time in your academic journey, you will be 

able to choose some of the courses you wish to study. 

 

In Years 9, 10 and 11, everyone will study the core subjects of:  English Language, English Literature, Mathematics, 

Science, Statistics, Physical Education and R.E. The other choices you can make are described in this booklet. 

 

There will be questions that come to mind as you prepare for GCSE. Which Science courses will you study? What will 

your other choices be?  This booklet will help guide you in making these important decisions. 

 

Above all, make sure that you spend time considering all of the options and discuss them with your parents, your 

teachers and the careers staff.  Remember that you should choose courses which suit you and which you enjoy.  The 

courses you choose could determine your future career pathway, especially when you come to consider what you 

would like to study after GCSE. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

 

Mr Walters 

Headteacher 

  

 

We are Children of Hope 

 

Jesus, Light of the World, you carry the light of God to us. 

 

Shine in our lives and expose their dark corners to the searching light of God. 

 

Shine on the world and expose the darkness of injustice, suffering and lack of love. 

 

Make us strong to remove the darkness and let in the light that all may live and grow  

as the Father intended. 

 

Amen 
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Choosing Courses 
 

There are some courses that are essential to your future career that every pupil studies them – we call these ‘CORE Subjects’.  

The Core Subjects at St. Anselm’s are: English, Mathematics, Combined Science, Religious Education and Physical Education.  

These will make up 60% of your timetable in Years 9, 10 & 11.  The other 40% of your time is made up of ‘OPTIONS Subjects’ 

– these are explained later in this booklet. 

The information contained in this booklet is to help you make that choice to enable you to achieve your very best during 

the next three years and to have an appropriate set of subjects for further study or employment. 

FUTURE CAREERS 

Some of you will have a very clear idea of how you see your future career developing and will want to choose subjects which 

will assist you to reach your career goal.  Whilst this is a good idea do not take a route which prevents you from changing 

later on.  After all, many things may happen to stop you achieving your career aim - for example, you may change your mind, 

suffer a health problem which interferes with your plans, or not achieve the necessary grades. 

Those of you who have no idea of a career choice must make certain that you keep all your options open, and choose a well-

balanced set of courses which will allow you to continue to a higher level in subjects which are important when you do 

finally decide on a career.  Remember – you are not alone in not having a fixed career plan at the age of 13.  The majority 

of students are still thinking about what may suit them best. 

LIKES AND DISLIKES 

Hopefully every student likes every course studied at school, but in reality they probably don’t.  Liking a particular subject 

is a very good reason for choosing to follow it to examination level.  However, a subject you don’t like a great deal now may 

be very important to you later on, so you should think very carefully before rejecting it. 

Remember - the teacher of a subject may play an important part in your decision, but teachers move on and the teacher 

you have in year 8, will probably not be the teacher you have in years 9, 10 & 11. 

SUBJECTS YOU’RE GOOD AT 

Choosing a subject at which you’ve already been successful is a good reason for that choice, but make sure it fits in with 

your future plans, or can be used to meet them.  The person who is good at everything has a particular problem because 

they have to make a decision to drop some subjects.  If this affects you, find out if those ‘dropped subjects’ can be picked 

up again in the 6th Form. 

BE ADVISED 

Do not make decisions without taking advice.  Your parents have much experience of the world of work and can help you in 

making your choices.  Your teachers are another very important source of advice and you should enlist their help in making 

sure your subject choices provide a broad and balanced programme of study.  Students who are already studying the 

subjects can also offer advice into the type of work involved and the level of homework and coursework required for the 

subject.  DO NOT CHOOSE A COURSE JUST BECAUSE A FRIEND IS TAKING IT.  You may not be in the same set and very likely 

it will become a wasted option if you lack the commitment. 

Deciding on your future courses is one of the most important steps you take during secondary education and it is worthwhile 

spending time getting it right.  Please take the time to do so. 

DISCLAIMER 

Whilst every effort will be made to provide your first option choices, courses can only run with viable numbers. So please 

make sure that you choose your ‘reserve’ subjects carefully. 
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Year 9 Timetable 

2017 - 2018 
  

There are 50 periods in the two week timetable.   

 

The key stage 4 curriculum will be made up of three options in addition to the core subjects of English 

Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science, Physical Education and Religious Education,  

 

Over the next few weeks you will have many opportunities to discuss your option choices with people who 

can advise you.  This will include individual conversations with your subject teachers and speaking to older 

students who currently take that course.  In addition to this, please make sure you discuss your option 

choices with your tutor who can really assist with the decision-making aspect of the process. Other people 

are also available to advise and guide you, but you will need to arrange to meet these people yourself.  They 

are:  

  

 Your Head of House 

 Your Deputy head of House  

 Education Business Partnership (Careers advisors – see Mr M Henderson for an appointment)  

 Mr P Pillinger (Assistant Head Teacher – Curriculum)  

 Mr M Henderson (Careers) 

 Mr P Rowarth (Senior Assistant Headteacher)  

 Mr M Walters (Headteacher) 

 

Remember to choose subjects 

YOU LIKE, YOU ARE GOOD AT, THAT YOU MAY NEED, THAT YOU HAVE 

BEEN ADVISED TO TAKE, SUBJECTS THAT GIVE YOU BALANCE. 
 

 

There is a ‘discussion’ form on page 38, where you can fill in what you think your 

options may be to help you discuss your choices with your tutor / subject teacher. 

 

 

 

Remember: Your option form must be returned by 

FRIDAY 21st April 2017 
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Important dates 
 

22nd March 2017  

Careers Fair (During the School Day) 

 

22nd March 2017 

Options Evening 6pm 

 

20th April 2017 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

 

21st April 2017 

Deadline for returning Options form 

 

Week Commencing 15th May 2017 

Discussions with students re option decisions/queries 

 

Friday 26th May 2017 

Option allocation letters sent to parents  
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GCSE English Language 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS 

 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in English language builds on the tradition and reputation WJEC has established for clear, 
reliable assessment supported by straightforward, accessible guidance and administration. In developing this 
specification, WJEC has been mindful to include the following features: 
• opportunities for flexible teaching approaches 
• questions and tasks designed to enable candidates to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do 
• straightforward wording of questions 
• accessibility of materials across the ability range 
• opportunities for breadth of study 
• use of ‘unseen’ material for analysis in external assessment 
• focused assessment of specific language skills 
• opportunities for producing extended writing 
• high-quality examination and resource materials. 
 
 
It enables learners to: 
• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding 
• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing 
• write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 
• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 
• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology,1 and 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 
 
 
In addition, it enables learners to: 
• listen to and understand spoken language, and use spoken Standard English effectively. 
Spoken language will be reported on as part of the qualification, but it will not form part of the final mark and grade. 
In designing this specification, careful consideration of length of examination time and the number of question 
papers has ensured a balance between robust assessment and manageability. Varied question types and clear rubric 
aim Assessment methods: 
 
 
COMPONENT 1 
Section A (20%) – Reading (40 marks) 
This section will test through structured questions the reading of an unseen extract from one 20th century literary 
prose text (about 60-100 lines). This section assesses AO1, AO2 and AO4. 
 
Section B (20%) – Prose Writing (40 marks) 
This section will test creative prose writing through one 40-mark task. Candidates will be offered a choice of four 
titles giving opportunities for writing to describe and narrate, and imaginative and creative use of language. This 
response should be a narrative / recount. Candidates who write purely descriptively, or use a form other than that 
specified, such as poetry or drama, will not be able to access the full mark range as shown in the assessment 
criteria. 
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COMPONENT 2 
Section A (30%) – Reading (40 marks) 
This section will test through structured questions the reading of two high-quality unseen non-fiction texts (about 
900-1200 words in total), one from the 19th century, the other from the 21st century. Non-fiction texts may include, 
but will not be limited to: letters, extracts from autobiographies or biographies, diaries, reports, articles and digital 
and multi-modal texts of various kinds from newspapers and magazines, and the internet.  
 
Section B (30%) – Writing (40 marks) 
This section will test transactional, persuasive and/or discursive writing through two equally weighted compulsory 
tasks (20 marks each). Across the two tasks candidates will be offered opportunities to write for a range of audiences 
and purposes, adapting style to form and to real-life contexts in, for example, letters, articles, reviews, speeches, etc. 
COMPONENT 3 
Unweighted (40 marks) 
Candidates will be required to complete one formal presentation or speech. They will also 
be assessed on their responses to questions and feedback following the presentation or 
speech. Standard English should be a feature of all parts of the candidates’ work in this 
component.  
Achievement in Spoken Language will be reported as part of the qualification, but it 
will not form part of the final mark and grade. 
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GCSE English Literature 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS 

 

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in English literature encourages learners to develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing 
and critical thinking. It provides learners with opportunities to read widely for pleasure across a range of high quality 
texts in the genres of prose, poetry and drama and to develop an understanding of how literature is both rich and 
influential. It enables learners to make connections across their reading and develop a clear understanding of literary 
works and also prepares them for the study of literature at a higher level. 
This GCSE in English literature enables students to: 
• read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make connections across their 
reading 
• read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain their understanding and ideas 
• develop the habit of reading widely and often 
• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 
• write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English 
• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary and linguistic terms 
they need to criticise and analyse what they read. 
It builds on the tradition and reputation WJEC has established for clear, reliable assessment supported by 
straightforward, accessible guidance and administration. The specification has been developed in consultation with 
practising teachers, senior examiners, and subject and assessment experts. 
In developing this specification, WJEC has been mindful to include the following features: 
• flexibility in the choice of texts to be studied 
• a WJEC produced poetry anthology 
• straightforward wording of questions 
• opportunities for breadth of study 
• analysis of unseen poetry 
• opportunities for close analysis of texts 
• opportunities for extended essay responses. 

Assessment Methods: 

COMPONENT 1: Shakespeare and Poetry 

Written examination: 2 HOURS 

40% of total qualification 

This component assesses learners on Shakespeare and poetry from 1789 to the present day. In Section A, learners 
will need to show their knowledge of dramatic techniques and demonstrate their understanding of plot, 
characterisation, events and key themes; they will need to analyse language, structure and form closely in order to 
engage critically with the text. In Section B, learners have the opportunity to show their understanding of the poems 
and the relationships between them and the contexts in which they were written. 
Section A (20%) Shakespeare (40 marks) 
Romeo and Juliet; OR Macbeth;  
This assessment will test, through one extract-based question and one essay question on the text as a whole, 
knowledge and understanding of a Shakespeare text. Learners will be expected to comment on Shakespeare’s use of 
language, structure and form and show an understanding of key themes, characters and ideas within the text. This 
section will also test learners' spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination. 
Section B (20%) Poetry 1789 to the present day (40 marks) 
This assessment will test knowledge and understanding of poetry from 1789 to the present day. Learners will be 
assessed on two poems from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology. In the first question, learners will be asked to write 
about a specified poem. 
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In the second question, learners will be asked to write about a second poem chosen from the WJEC Eduqas Poetry 
Anthology, and compare it to the first. 
Learners will be expected to consider the context of each poem, its content and key ideas, and the poets’ use of 
language, structure and form. 
Learners must study all of the poems in the WJEC Eduqas Poetry Anthology in preparation for this assessment. The 
anthology covers a range of poetry and is designed to introduce learners to the rich heritage of poetry across 
centuries as well as illustrating how poets explore similar themes in different ways. 
Learners are not permitted to take a copy of the anthology into the examination. 
 
COMPONENT 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry 
 
Written examination: 2 HOURS AND 30 MINUTES 
 
60%  of total qualification 
 
This component assesses learners on either prose or drama from 1914 onwards, a 19th century prose text and 
unseen poetry. In Section A and Section B, learners will need to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of 
aspects of plot, characterisation, events and key themes; they will need to evaluate and analyse how language, 
structure and form are used by the writer to create meanings and effects. In Section B, learners will also need to 
show their understanding of the varied contexts of their chosen text. Section C consolidates many of the skills 
learners have developed as it requires learners to demonstrate these skills in a comparison of two unseen poems. 
20%) Post 1914 Prose/Drama (40 marks) 
Lord of the Flies (Golding); OR An Inspector Calls (Priestley); OR Blood Brothers (Russell) This assessment will test, 
through a source based response, knowledge and understanding of the post-1914 prose/drama text. Learners will be 
expected to comment on the writer's use of language, structure and form and show an understanding of key 
themes, characters and ideas within the text. This assessment will also test learner's spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 
Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination. 
Section B (20%) 19th Century Prose (40 marks) 
A Christmas Carol (Dickens); OR The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (Stevenson) This assessment will test, 
through a source based response, knowledge and understanding of the 19th century prose novel. Learners will be 
expected to comment upon the context of the prose text, the language, structure and form of the text and key 
themes, characters and ideas within the text. 
Learners are not permitted to take copies of the set texts into the examination. 
Section C (20%) Unseen Poetry (40 marks) 
This assessment will ask learners to consider two unseen poems from the 20th and/or 21st centuries. In the first 
question, learners will be asked to write about a previously unseen poem. In the second question, learners will be 
asked to write about a second previously unseen poem, and compare it to the first. 
Learners will be expected to consider the content and key ideas of each poem, and the poets’ use of language, 
structure and form. 
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GCSE Mathematics 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 

AIMS: 

The aims and objectives of the Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Mathematics are to enable students to: 
 

● develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts 
● acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems 
● reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions 
● comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate to the 
information and context. 
 

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS: 

The Curriculum organises the content of mathematics into six Assessment Objectives. 

 

1 Number 
2 Algebra 
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
4 Geometry and measures 
5 Probability 
6 Statistics 

 

TEACHING METHODS: 

Students are taught in sets suited to their ability using a variety of methods and resources. Projects and investigational 

work will be included in the course. There will be opportunities for individual study by students outside of normal 

lesson time, this will take the form of revision sessions on a weekly basis. My Maths is used as a resource for further 

independent work. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD: 

Each candidate will take three written papers at the end of the course – each is worth approximately 33.3% of their 

final grade. The  specification which will start in September of 2015, takes into account real life problem solving and 

using and applying mathematics which is integral to students development in mathematics.  

Students will be entered into either the Higher or Foundation Tier. This will be decided in year 11. 

 

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT AND STUDENT TRACKING METHODS: 

All students will take regular internal assessments throughout the course. This is done very 3 weeks after studying key 

aspects of the course following a mastery approach. These will involve assessing student learning by using past exam 

questions covering the work studied in class. Following these assessments, your child’s teacher will determine 

additional support to ensure your child achieves their target grades. 
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GCSE Religious Studies 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA ‘B’ 

 

AIMS:  

1. Promote an enquiring, critical and sympathetic approach to the study of the Christian religion, especially in its 

expression in the contemporary world.  

2. Help students to identify and explore questions about the meaning of life and to consider such questions in 

relation to the Christian tradition.  

3. Enable students to reflect on religious responses to moral issues.  

4. Highlight the choices open to Catholic Christians in the modern world.  

5. Enable students to recognise and appreciate the contribution of Catholicism in the formation of patterns of 

belief and behaviour. 

6.  To deeper awareness, knowledge and understanding of one world faiths beliefs and practices.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREA:  

1. Religion & Life based on a study of Catholic Christianity  

 Creation; Genesis Story, Care for the environment 

 Incarnation; Jesus fully God and fully man 

 Trinity, beliefs and practices 

 Redemption and salvation  

 Church and the Kingdom of God 

 Eschatology, life after death, judgement, Heaven and Hell  

 

2. World Religions; Beliefs and Practices  

 Judaism; Beliefs and practices  

 

3. Contemporary and Moral Themes 

 Religion; Relationships and families  

 Religion; peace and conflict  

 

TEACHING METHODS:  

Students will use reading, writing, discussion, active learning techniques and audio visual materials to develop their 

knowledge and skills and to explore the issues raised by a Religious Studies course.  

  

ASSESSMENT:  

Exam – two written examinations worth 50% each, paper 1 and paper 2A. 

 Both papers taken at the end of year 11. 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  

A Religious Studies GCSE course is the basis for further study at A Level.  It also encourages students to consider 

social concerns and how the Church and other religions can agree and move forward. It is a valuable GCSE in that it 

encourages thinking and reflection about social concerns. 
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GCSE Combined Science 
AQA 9 – 1  

GCSE Combined Science – Trilogy 

 
 

We believe that science has something to suit students of all abilities and aspirations. Science brings alive the 

practical nature of the sciences. Students will have the opportunity to make light split into a visible light spectrum or 

rainbow (Physics), carry out chemical reactions (Chemistry) and investigate the role of enzymes in digestion 

(Biology). Combined Science is compulsory, core subject and gives a double GCSE. 

 

Major Content Areas within Combined Sciences 

Biology 

Cell Biology   

Organisation 

Infection and Response 

Bioenergetics 

Homeostasis and Response 

Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 

Ecology 

Chemistry 

Atom structure and the periodic table 

Bonding, structure and the properties of 

matter 

Quantitative chemistry 

Energy changes 

The rate and extent of chemical change 

Organic chemistry 

Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the Atmosphere 

Using Resource 

Physics 

Energy  

Electricity  

Particle model of matter 

Atomic structure 

Forces 

Waves 

Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 

Assessment 

During the course students will be assessed regularly through homework, written assignments, practical activities 

and end of unit tests. This will keep them informed of their “working at” grade, enabling them to assess their 

progress against their target grade. 

 

There is no longer a ‘coursework’ assessment as in GCSE programmes that have gone before but a focus on required 

practical’s throughout the course. These practical activities will be undertaken in the classroom and a focus brought 

to them by the classroom teacher and written up by students in an investigation manner, often with a focus on how 

science works and scientific thinking. These investigations will be examined in the final exams. 

 

Six papers will be sat by students at the end of year 11, two in each discipline each consisting of 70 marks and 16.7% 

of the GCSE 

 

Further Information 

More information about AQA Combined Science can be found by visiting the exam board’s website 

(www.aqa.org.uk) or by speaking to your child’s Science teacher. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtnoHbxsvSAhVGbRQKHRMrDA4QjRwIBw&url=http://combiboilersleeds.com/keywords/science-1.html&psig=AFQjCNGPp5GraxQZIdWMYqG--ZwlAY2mCQ&ust=1489222080166954
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Physical Education 

NON EXAMINATION 
 

AIMS: 

1. To provide a situation where a range of appropriate physical skills can be learned in a secure environment. 

2. To provide a situation where the individual gains an acceptable level of fitness for later life. 

3. To create a positive consciousness of the importance of health related to the individual’s self-development. 

4. To provide a situation of ‘something for everybody’ to enjoy, bearing in mind that we want people to enjoy 

sport and recreation after they have left school. 

 

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS: 

In September, students will make their PE options that will take them through Years 9, 10 and 11. They will choose 

one block of activity from the following options: Boys Games, Girls Games, Indoor / Alternative Activities. 

 

TEACHING METHODS: 

These will vary with the activity. The major games will be both teacher directed and student enquiry based. 

 

Students will be expected to learn elements of coaching and officiating in addition to extending their knowledge of 

the games.  

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

 

Students will be assessed termly at the end of each block of activity. Students’ reports in core PE are based on attitude, 

behaviour and co-operation with others. 
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Foundation Subjects 
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GCSE Art and Design (Fine Art) 
EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

 

The course is designed to stimulate, encourage and develop:  

1. Awareness and appreciation of the relationships between Art and Design and the individual within the 

historical, cultural, social and environmental context;  

2. An understanding of the equal value of Art and Design developments in societies other than our own; as well 

as the importance of interdependent cross-cultural influences on Art and Design;  

3. The ability to perceive, understand and express concepts and feelings in visual and tactile form; 

4. The ability to record from direct observations and personal experience;  

5. The acquisition and understanding of technical competence and manipulative skills, to enable individuals to 

realise their creative intentions;  

6. The ability to identify and solve problems in visual and tactile form: to research, select, make and evaluate in 

a continuum;  

7. Intuitive and imaginative abilities, and critical and analytical faculties.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

Students should produce practical and critical/contextual work in one or more area(s) including drawing and painting, 

mixed media, sculpture, land art, installation, printmaking, lens based and/or light based media: film, television, 

animation, video and photography.  

  

TEACHING METHODS:  

Throughout the course students will learn a range of art based skills, techniques and processes. Students will also learn 

to draw from first-hand observation and will be shown how to make links between Artists, Craftspeople and Designers 

in order to assist them in developing their own ideas. Candidates will be introduced to a range of media, processes 

and techniques as a basis for their expressive design and critical activity. Critical studies are a major part of the course: 

both the evaluation of students’ own work and that of other artists and designers.  As part of this, a gallery visit is 

planned for each year of the course.   

  

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

Foundation Year and Portfolio of Work 60% of GCSE 

 

1. Foundation  Year 

Students will be introduced to a variety of new skills, ways of working and the use of sketch books. They will 

also learn how to respond to a theme over a period of time. 

2. Portfolio of Work  

The students are required to submit an extended collection of work, or project which demonstrates an 

ability to sustain work from initial starting points or project briefs to the realisation of intentions. As well as a 

selection of further work, they should include evidence of research and development of ideas and include 

meaningful links with critical/contextual sources.  

 

Externally Set Task 40% of GCSE 

3. Controlled Test  

Students are required to elicit a personal response from one starting point from an externally set assignment 

paper. They are expected to develop their own work informed by their preparatory studies and in their 

Externally Set Task. The preparation time will be followed by a ten hour period of sustained focussed study 

which is completed in a 10 hour supervised exam, in which students are expected to develop their own 

unaided work.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  

A Level is offered in the Sixth Form:  

 It is considered to be beneficial, and may indeed be essential to have followed an art course should you be interested 

in a career in: architecture, illustration, printing, photography, fashion, animation, interior design, television, ceramics, 

new media, fine art, advertising or any one of a host of other design based courses.  

 

Please Note – One sketchbook will be provided at the beginning of the course but subsequent books will have to be 

purchased by the candidate. 
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GCSE Business Studies 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

 

 

Business Studies aims to relate theory to the real world of business and the community at large. Students learn 

relevant business terminology, and link this to the four functional areas of business (Marketing, Human Resources, 

Finance and Operations).  

  

The course develops candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the features and dynamics of business activities and 

enterprise and teaches students to make informed judgements in relation to business case studies. 

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

As well as the four functional areas mentioned above, students will also look at external influences and the role of 

stakeholders. 

There are two themes:  

Theme 1: Investigating small businesses 

Theme 2: Building a business  

  

The course is 100% examination with each paper being work 50% of the course. All examinations are sat at the end of 

year 11.  

  

TEACHING METHODS:  

A variety of teaching methods are used throughout the course which includes:  

  

 Written work  

 Group work  

 Use of internet resources  

 Guest speakers  

 Videos  

 Visits  

 Analysis of case study material 

  

Students are encouraged to read a daily newspaper such as the Times, Telegraph, Independent or Guardian. They are 

also encouraged to watch current affairs programmes on the television.  

  

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

Written papers:    Theme 1 - 50%  

    Theme 2 - 50% 

  

This course is a very good foundation for pupils considering A-level Business Studies. 
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BTEC Business Studies 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

BTEC Business Studies aims to enable students with a high-quality, vocational, engaging and applied curriculum. This course 
allows students to apply their knowledge, skills and understanding in the context of future development. It also provides 
students with the opportunity to link education and the world of work in engaging, relevant and practical ways.  
This course also aims to help support learners’ development of transferable interpersonal skills, including working with others, 
problem-solving, independent study, and personal, learning and thinking skills. 
 
MAJOR CONTENT AREAS: 
BTEC course is made up of four units; two core units that provide a general foundation and two specialist units that introduce 

learners to particular topics in more depth. 

All students take the two core units: 
- Enterprise in the Business World  
- Finance for Business.   

 
Learners will also take on two specialist units which are selected from the following: 

- Promoting a Brand  
- Principles of Customer Service  
- Sales and Personal Selling  
- Introducing Retail Business  
- Providing Business Support  
- Recruitment, Selection and Employment  

 
In the two core units, learners will develop the key enterprise and financial skills, and the knowledge necessary to enable them 
to succeed. Learners will understand how a business makes and manages money, and plans for the future.  
 
TEACHING METHODS:  

A variety of teaching methods are used throughout the course which includes:  

 Written work  

 Group work  

 Use of internet resources  

 Visits  

 Analysis of case study material 

  

Students are encouraged to read a daily newspaper such as The Times, Telegraph, Independent or Guardian. They are also 

encouraged to watch current affairs programmes on the television.  

 
Assessment methods and requirements 
The BTEC First Award in Business comprises of an externally assessed finance unit in the core. All other three units are 
coursework and are assessed and graded by your class teachers.  The examined unit will count towards 25% of the qualification. 
An overall grade for the qualification is awarded to all learners who successfully complete all units.  Grades awarded are Pass, 
Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 
 
A BTEC Level 2 First Award is equivalent to one GCSE grades A* - C. 

This course is currently being reviewed by the DfE therefore some course content may change.  
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GCSE Design and Technology 
EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

AIMS:  

Almost everything around us has been designed by someone, from the things we use in everyday living, methods of 

transportation, the clothes we wear, to the packaging around our food.  In Design and Technology we aim to:  

 

 Develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate the way other people have designed products.  

 Encourage the use of research to identify design needs and potentially marketable products.  

 Develop design and making skills to enable students to produce their own quality products.  

 Provide activities that utilise the wide range of equipment and resources available within the department.  

 Simulate manufacturing processes, giving students experience of production methods used in industry including 

Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture.  

 The new specification which will be delivered for teaching from September 2017 onwards has increased the 

links between Maths and Science. 

 

 MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

 The course is designed for pupils to prepare them for an increasingly technical world. Pupils will explore a wide range 

of historical, social, environmental and economic factors that influence design and manufacturing. Students will be 

challenged to think creatively when approaching a design problem and use the technical skills they will gain to help 

find solutions. 

The course will enable students to work practically as well to explore design and making principles. This will include 

an understanding of the design process, a wide range of materials, and use of different equipment. 

 

The course will cover 3 main areas: 

 Core technical Principles 

 Specialist Technical Principles 

 Designing and Making Principles 

 

TEACHING METHODS:  

Students complete a series of projects (portfolio approach) which build up not only the necessary knowledge but also 

how to apply this information when designing and making. They will also have specific lessons on the theory attached 

to materials and the technical principles that are part of the subject. 

  

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

 50% Coursework:        One significant design and make project (30-35 hours).  

50% Examination:         One 2 hr paper testing design skills and related theory.  

  

PROGRESSION:  

 Design and Technology is taught at A-Level and is a gateway to a wide range of different careers. The number of 

pathways the subject opens up is very large; it can be to more vocational and labour based jobs in construction and 

trade fields or alternatively can lead to higher education and careers in mechanical engineering or Games Design. 

These are some careers and higher education course students have gone on to after studying design and 

technology: 

Architecture, Construction Management, Civil Engineering, Tradesperson (a wide variety), Set Design, Product 

Design, Industrial Design, Media Special Effects, Model Making, Graphic Design, Prop making, Jewellery design, CAD 

draftsperson and design, Web Design, Games Design, Project Management, Animator, Electrical Engineering and 

many more professions. 
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AIMS:  

  

Almost everything around us has been designed by someone, from the things we use in everyday living, methods of 

transportation, the clothes we wear, to the packaging around our food.  In Product Design we aim to:  

 

 Develop the ability to appreciate and evaluate the way other people have designed products.  

 Encourage the use of research to identify design needs and potentially marketable products.  

 Develop design and making skills to enable students to produce their own quality products.  

 Provide activities that utilise the wide range of equipment and resources available within the department.  

 Simulate manufacturing processes, giving students experience of production methods used in industry including 

Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

  

This is a course that involves the designing and making of 3D products.  Candidates will design and make their own 

products using both traditional and Computer Aided Manufacturing methods.  

  

The main areas of study include product analysis and appreciation, materials and components, production methods, 

quality control and health & safety.  

  

In the final year, candidates will produce a major coursework project that carries 60% of the total marks.  Here students 

have the opportunity to design and make a product of their own choice within the themes used for the coursework.  

This is where students have the scope to explore areas of design that they have a particular interest in or is a significant 

strength, some of the examples from this year include; Fashion Design, Graphic Design, Architecture projects, Lighting, 

storage and Furniture Design. 

  

Potential students should enjoy designing, drawing and making products of their own design and be keen to learn how 

products are designed and made in the outside world.   

  

TEACHING METHODS:  

  

Students complete a series of projects (portfolio approach) which build up not only the necessary knowledge but also 

how to apply this information when designing and making.  

  

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

  

60% Coursework:        One significant design and make project (40 hours).  

40% Examination:         One 2 hr paper testing design skills and related theory.  

  

PROGRESSION:  

  

Product Design is offered at ‘A’ Level and is a useful step towards studying Design, Architecture or Engineering at 

university level  
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GCSE Film Studies 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS WJEC 

  

AIMS:  

To help students understand the medium of film in conveying meaning.  Students will analyse and evaluate 
films of many genres and styles.  This course is suitable for any student who intends to pursue a career in 
media, film, television, journalism or marketing.  
The course is comprised of three components: 
 
 
Component 1 .Key Developments in US Film Written Examination ( 90minutes) 35% of the qualification 
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three US films chosen from a range of options. 
Assessment consists of four questions on one pair of US mainstream films and one US independent film: 
Section A: US film comparative study 

o one stepped question on the first of the chosen pair of films (produced between 1930 and 1960) 
o one stepped question on the second of the chosen pair of films (produced between 1961 and 1990) 
o one question requiring a comparison of the chosen pair of films 

 
Section B: Key developments in film and film technology 

o one multi-part question on developments in film and film technology 
 

Section C: US independent film 
o one question on one US independent film. 

 
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style Written Examination (90 minutes) 
35% of the qualification 
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three global films 
produced outside the US chosen from a range of options. 
Assessment consists of three questions in three sections: 

o Section A: one stepped question on one global English language film 
o Section B: one stepped question on one global non-English language film 
o Section C: one stepped question on one contemporary UK film. 

 
Component 3: Production (Non-exam assessment) 30% of the qualification 
This component assesses the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of film to 
a production and its accompanying evaluative analysis. Learners produce: 

o one genre-based film extract (either from a film or from a screenplay) 
o one evaluative analysis of the production, where learners analyse and evaluate their production in 

relation to comparable, professionally-produced films or screenplays 
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC and EDUQUS 

 AIMS: 

1. It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions about food and nutrition and 

allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed themselves and others affordably and 

nutritiously, now and later in life. 

2. Be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of food 

commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment 

3. Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of food as 

well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and drinks 

4. Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 

psychological effects of poor diet and health 

5. Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, 

production processes, diet and health choices  

6. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and 

microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food 

7. Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 

British and international) to inspire new ideas or modify existing recipes.  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS: 
1. Food commodities 
2. Principles of nutrition 
3. Diet and good health 
4. The science of food 
5. Where food comes from 
6. Cooking and food preparation 
 
TEACHING METHODS: 
The course is delivered through a wide variety of teaching methods, including research, investigation, written and 
practical work and work placement. 
 
ASSESSMENT METHODS: 
Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes 50% of qualification 
This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess the six areas of 
content as listed in the specified GCSE content. 
Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action.   Non-examination assessment: internally assessed, 
externally moderated 
Assessment 1: 8 hours The Food Investigation Assessment. A scientific food investigation which will assess the 
learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and 
cooking of food.  
Assessment 2: 12 hours. The Food Preparation Assessment.  Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the 
learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of 
food. 
50% of qualification 
 
PROGRESSION: 
This specification builds on subject content which is typically taught at Key Stage 3 and provides a suitable 
foundation for the study of WJEC Level 3 Food, Science and Nutrition, and other food-related courses at either AS or 
A level subject. This specification will enable learners to make informed decisions about a wide range of further 
learning opportunities and career pathways. 
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GCSE French / German  
EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

 

The Modern Language Department provides two National Curriculum languages to GCSE level. These are  French and 

German and they are similar in content and assessment. 

 

AIMS:  

The aim of the course is to equip the student to speak, understand, read and write the language to the very maximum 

level compatible with their ability. The study of another language also enables the student to acquire and practise 

valuable skills of communication, logic and problem solving along with the pure enjoyment of learning about different 

societies and cultures. 

In addition to this, the study of a Modern Foreign Language is currently an integral part of the group of subjects that 

constitute the English Baccalaureate.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

The four communicative skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing are practised through a series of themes 

covering; 

 The young person at home and in society 

 The world of work and education 

 Leisure, holidays and travel 

 The environment  

  

TEACHING METHODS: 

From the outset, students are encouraged to work with their peers to gain confidence and independence in their 

learning. Authentic source material is widely used together with audio and video discs and students have the 

opportunity of creating and filming their own role plays. Homework may be written but will also involve reading, 

preparing and learning role plays and the learning of vocabulary. Grammar is covered in detail which not only allows 

the student to understand the importance of structure but also adds immeasurably to their literacy in their own 

language. 

 

The department endeavours to provide students with the opportunity to visit the country whose language they are 

studying during year 9. 

 

ASSESSMENT: 

Listening and reading skills are assessed through formal examination at the end of the course and are each worth 

25% of the final grade. 

 

Writing is assessed through formal examination at the end of the course. Students must respond to stimulus 

material, write a piece of continuous text and complete a translation. 

 

Speaking is assessed at the end of the course with a little role-play, spoken response to a stimulus and general 

conversation. This exam lasts between 7 and 12 minutes. 
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GCSE Geography   
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA specifications A (code 8035) 

 

IS THIS THE RIGHT SUBJECT FOR ME? 
If you enjoy: 
• learning more about the world we live in 

• developing skills that will help you in other areas, such as IT and research 

• completing some of your own practical work away from the classroom 

• working in a team with other students 

• learning through investigating and doing, as well as listening and reading 

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW, OR BE ABLE TO DO, BEFORE TAKING THIS COURSE? 

You will have learned a number of geographical skills and a body of geographical knowledge at Key Stage 3. These 

will be developed further during the GCSE course to give you a deeper understanding of the world. Much will be new 

but your previous study of geography will help prepare you to think like a geographer, so the development of new 

skills and concepts will be easy. 

AIMS:  

 Allow the opportunity for personalised and independent learning. 
 Provide candidates, for whom GCSE will be the end of their formal study of geography, a clear overall view of 

the world in the first part of the 21st Century. 
 Provide a sound foundation for those candidates who intend to continue to study the subject to a  

higher level. 
 Allow the development of ‘awe and wonder’ which will allow candidates to fully appreciate and learn from 

the world around them. 
 

What will I learn? 
The world is always changing. This specification gives you the chance to learn about those changes. 
 
 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment (worth 35%) 

Section A: Tectonic hazards (earthquakes and volcanoes), Weather hazards (hurricanes) and Climate change (global 

warming) 

Section B: Tropical rainforests, Hot deserts and Cold environments 

Section C: Coastal landscapes in the UK and River landscapes in the UK 

 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (worth 35%) 

Section A: Urban issues and challenges 

Section B: The changing economic world 

Demand for food resources is rising globally but supply can be insecure, which may lead to conflict. 
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Paper 3:  Geographical applications/Fieldtrips (worth 30%)   

Students need to undertake two geographical enquiries (fieldtrips). We will investigate shopping patterns in a major 

urban area and either a local rivers or local coastal location. 

Visits: 
Yr. 9: Pupils will visit the Crystal Centre in London looking at what cities in the future might look like. 
Yr10: Pupils will spend the day at Camber Sands  (May/June). 
 

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 

Employers and universities value the broad range of transferable skills that geography delivers. Geography fits neatly 

with science, arts and humanities, and geographers also tend to have very good IT skills. A GCSE in Geography is 

excellent preparation for a career in planning, resource and countryside management, tourism and recreation and 

environmental management and development. Many geographers also move into general management careers or 

branch out into journalism.  

Next steps! 

If you are interested and would like to find out more: 

 Talk to Mr Thompson and Mrs O’Rourke who will be able to describe the course in detail and advise you 

what you need to do next when it comes to your options. 

 

 Ask students in Years 9 and 10 about how they enjoyed Geography. 

 

 Look at sources such as The National Geographic (www.nationalgeographic.com), BBC Bitesize 

(www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize) and the WorldMapper website (www.worldmapper.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.worldmapper.org/
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BTEC Level 2 Health and Social Care 
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSONS/EDEXCEL 

 

The Level 2 First Certificate in Health and Social Care is a practical, work-related course. The Student learns by 

completing projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands.  

  

The BTEC Level 2 Award which is equivalent to one GCSE grade A*- C.  

  

ASSESSMENT:   

The course is made up of two core units, two additional mandatory units and a choice of specialist units to reach a 

total of 240 guided learning hours.   

  

CORE UNITS:  

Human Lifespan Development.  

Health and Social Care Values.  

 

MANDATORY UNITS:  

Effective communication in Health and Social Care.  

Healthy Living.  

 

SPECIALIST UNITS:   

The impact of Nutrition on Health and Wellbeing. 

Promoting Health and Wellbeing. 

Equality and Diversity in Health and Social Care. 

Human Body systems and care disorders. 

Services in Health and Social Care.  

  

WHAT CAN I DO AT THE END OF THE COURSE?   

With further training or study students go into careers such as nursing, social work and residential care management.  

  

If you get a job straight away you could work and train in:  

 Registered care homes  

 Hospitals and primary care trusts  

 Nursing Homes  

 Health Centres  

  

A Level 2 First Certificate in Health and Social Care prepares you for employment and provides a good grounding to go 

onto more advanced courses.  
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GCSE History 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

 

AIMS:  

 To actively engage students in the process of historical enquiry to develop them as effective and 
independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 

 To develop students’ knowledge and coherent understanding of selected periods, societies and aspects of 
history. 

 To develop students’ awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted and accorded 
significance for different reasons and purposes.  

 To develop students’ abilities to ask relevant questions about the past and to investigate them critically using 
a range of sources in their historical context.  

 To enable students to organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in creative 
and different ways and reach substantiated judgements.  

 To recognise that students’ historical knowledge, understanding and skills help them to understand the 
present and provide them with a basis for their role as responsible citizens, as well as allowing further study 
of history.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

Unit J411/11: The People’s Health, c. 1250-to present with the Norman Conquest, 1065-1087  

The main topic areas on the People’s Health will focus on the following: 

 Medieval Britain, c. 1250-1500 

 Early Modern Britain, c. 1500-1750 

 Industrial Britain, c. 1750-1900 

 Britain since c. 1900 
 
The main topic areas on the Norman Conquest will focus on the following: 

 England on the eve of the conquest 

 Invasion and victory 

 Resistance and response 

 Castles 

 Conquest and control 
 
 

Unit J411/21 History Around Us: A Study of the history of Dover Castle 

The main topic areas will focus on the following: 

 Why was the site chosen? 

 How and why did the site change over time? 

 Significance of specific events in the history of the site 

 How typical was the site? 

 Was the site important locally or nationally over time? 

 What can we learn about the physical remains of the site? 

 

Unit 411/39: The Making of America, 1789-1900 with Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945   
 The main topic areas of the Making of America will focus on the following: 

 America’s expansion, 1789-1838 

 The West, 1839-1860 

 Civil War and Reconstruction, 1861-1877 

 Settlement and conflict on the Plains, 1861-1877 

 American cultures, 1877-1900 
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The main topic areas of Living under Nazi Rule will focus on the following: 

 Dictatorship 

 Control and Opposition, 1933-1939 

 Changing Lives, 1933-1939 

 Germany in War 

 Occupation 
 

TEACHING METHODS:  

Students are expected to acquire sound knowledge as well as developing their writing and communication skills.  A 

wide variety of teaching methods and materials are used, including writing frames/guidance materials, textbooks, 

videos/DVDs/You Tube, music, ICT and the use of Active Learning through pair and group work. There is also a strong 

emphasis on examination techniques and the role of Literacy in History.  

  

ASSESSMENT METHODS:  

The formal assessment consists of three parts:  

Unit Overview of Assessment  Percentage of 

total GCSE 

J411/11 A single examination of 1 hour and 45 minutes externally 

assessed.  

Section A: knowledge-based questions on topic: 

The People’s Health (20% of GCSE) 

Section B: Interpretation and comparison questions on topic: 

The Norman Conquest (20% of GCSE) 

There are 80 marks available in total.  

40% Total 

 

J411/21 

A single examination of 1 hour 45 minutes. Externally assessed.  
Students answer two questions on the topic on the significance of 
Dover Castle in terms of its history and physical features 

 
There are 50 marks available in total. 

 

20% 

J411/39 A single examination of 1 hour and 45 minutes externally 

assessed.  

Section A: knowledge-based questions on topic: 

The Making of America  (20% of GCSE) 

Section B: Interpretation of sources and comparison questions on 

topic: 

Living under Nazi Rule (20% of GCSE) 

There are 80 marks available in total. 

40% Total 

 

 

VISITS: 

UKC for revision days 

Field visit to Dover Castle 

Visit to Normandy, France  

 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES:   

A GCSE in History shows that you have a high level of literacy and that you are able to analyse complex information. 

These skills are highly valued by colleges and employers. Employment opportunities where skills gained through the 

study of History are particularly valued include Journalism, Media, Law and Teaching. One former GCSE student, who 

has completed a degree in History at Warwick University, stated that “All our lessons have been wonderful and my 

enthusiasm for History has thus grown more and more.”  
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ICT Level 2 Certificate 
EXAMINATION BOARD: TLM Level 2 Certificate for IT User Skills in Open Systems and Enterprise (QCF) 

 

Qualification Content 

The students embark upon a series of Coursework projects that they must 

pass in order to sit the examinations.  The coursework is modular.  Unit 

choice may often depend on the particular interests of learners in the 

individual teaching groups.  However, students in previous years have 

enjoyed and been very successful in the modules that we have delivered so 

far.  These are; Word Processing, Computer Games Development, Digital 

Imaging, Website Development, Security, Copyright and Productivity for ICT.  

Key subject aims  

The over-arching aim is to enable learners to support their learning in all subjects using IT tools that are freely and 

legally available from the internet.  

Subordinate aims include: 

• Developing the skills needed for employment.  

• Gaining practical experience and competence with contemporary technologies including programming where 

appropriate.  

• Developing safe, secure and responsible practice when using IT including reducing risk.  

• Developing the skills to work collaboratively with IT. 

• Developing skills in critical evaluation and feedback. Knowledge and understanding  

Summary 

The students are provided with a login to the community learning site that they can access in school or at home.  The 

site provides on-line exams and free optional facilities for learners to submit their evidence on-line, linking it to the 

assessment criteria across single or multiple units.  The assessor can accept or reject this evidence and comment on 

it providing a full audit trail for evidence.   Moderator/verifiers can get immediate access to this evidence and so it is 

potentially a lot more efficient than alternative methods.  No paper, no e-mails with file attachments are necessary.   

The students are able to re-submit work if it is incorrect.  The coursework is pass or fail and their grade is dependent 

upon the examination result that they take at the end of the course. 

This is a largely practical, coursework based subject and with an examination at the end of the course and is an 

exciting way for students to gain and enhance their knowledge and skill in the use of ICT. 
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BTEC Performing Arts 
EXAMINATION BOARD: Edexcel 

 

 

Performing Arts BTEC is a subject that is perfect for students that want to explore 

what the performing arts industry has to offer. This is a practical, coursework 

related course. You will complete projects from given scenarios which are taken 

from industry situations. You will explore the business side of working in a 

Performing Arts environment and learn how to budget and fund projects which 

you will run. The practical elements involve performances in your strongest 

discipline and can be tailored to each individual student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is the course assessed? 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts is taught over 120 guided learning hours (GLH). It 

has core and optional specialist units. There is no exam in the BTEC course which enables pupils to focus on their 

coursework and practical units.  

Learners must complete the two core units and a choice of an optional specialist unit to reach a total of 120 GLH. 

What can this course prepare you for? 

This course will prepare you for any employment in the Performing Arts industry, whether it is behind the scenes in 

stage management, front of house in the box office or on the stage. Success in this qualification will enable you to 

join BTEC Level 3 courses at our Sixth Form. 

Enrichment Opportunities 

As part of the course it is important for the students to gain as much exposure as possible to experience all areas 

that the industry has to offer. Locally we arrange visits and performances at provisions such as The Marlowe theatre 

and Gulbenkian theatre to allow students to be a part of real life performances either on the management side or 

performance side. Your child will also get the opportunity to travel further afield to London and the West End. Pupils 

will be encouraged to network at events and productions opening the opportunities for work experience in years 9-

10 if they so wish. 

 

Either a 

presentation OR 

audition in your 

chosen discipline  

Mime, modern day 

theatre, film, staging 

Singing, dancing and 

acting  

Create your own 

performance for an 

audience of your choice  

Hip hop, tricking, Latin, 

contemporary 

 Music technology, 

instrumental play, 

composing 

Lighting, music, costume, 

stage make up, set design 

and building, mask making, 

making props 
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GCSE Physical Education 
EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

 

AIMS: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin performance and involvement in 
physical activity and sport. 

2. Apply knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin performance and involvement in physical 
activity and sport. 

3. Analyse and evaluate the factors that underpin performance and involvement in physical activity and sport. 
4. Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and techniques in physical activity and sport. 
5. Analyse and evaluate performance. 

 

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS: 

The course is in two major sections, theory and practical.  The theory section counts for 60% of the final assessment 

and the practical for 40%. 

 

Topics to be covered include applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, sports 

psychology, sociocultural influences, health, fitness and well-being and use of data. 

 

TEACHING METHODS: 

Teaching methods will vary according to the aspects being covered.  The general emphasis however will be on 

student input i.e. students will be expected to research, assess and report on a regular basis.  In the practical 

sessions, students will experience both team and individual sports through participation. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

Students will be assessed on three practical areas; the theory is assessed by examination. 

 

There are two 75 minute examination, each worth 78 marks and 30% of the overall GCSE.  These papers are a 

mixture of multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer questions. 

 

The practical performance is assessed in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer.  This must 

be one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or an individual activity.  This is 

assessed by teachers and moderated by AQA.  This is worth 100 marks and 40% of the GCSE. 
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BTEC Sport (Level 2) 
EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON 

 

INTRODUCTION 

BTEC Sport is a vocational course delivered through four contrasting modules. Students will develop an 

understanding and knowledge of sport through both practical and theory lessons. The modules focus on key 

aspects such as fitness and training, Leadership and practical performance. 

HOW WILL SPORT HELP ME? 

BTEC Sport is a superb course that will help develop your practical sports performance, your sports leadership 

skills and your knowledge of fitness and training. It is an excellent course for anyone wishing to enjoy a career 

in sport, exercise or PE.  

WHAT CAN I DO NEXT?  

BTEC Sport can lead to many Post 16 qualifications in sport and exercise. At St Anselm’s we offer BTEC National 

Sport and this course can lead to university and further study in sport, exercise and PE. 

COURSE BREAKDOWN 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/ Level 2 First Award in Sport is taught over 120 guided learning hours (GLH). It has 

core and optional units. 

Learners must complete the two core units, and a choice of optional units to reach a total of 120 GLH. 

 We have chosen The Sports Performer in Action and Training for Personal Fitness units so that the students have 

a good balance between theory work and practical. 

This BTEC First Award has units that are internally assessed and a unit that is set and marked externally. 

Edexcel BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Unit  Core Unit Assessment Method GLH 

1 Fitness for Sport and Exercise External 30 

2 Practical Sports Performance Internal 30 

OPTIONAL SPECIALIST UNITS 

4  The Sports Performer in Action Internal 30 

5  Training for Personal Fitness Internal 30 
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GCSE Separate Sciences 
AQA 9 – 1  

GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics 

 
 

Although more challenging than GCSE Combined Science, studying Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate 

subjects allows students to fully appreciate and enjoy the three disciplines. Students will have the opportunity to 

charge themselves up with the Van der Graaf generator (Physics), make crystal gardens (Chemistry) and extract DNA 

from living cells (Biology).  

 

Opting to student separate sciences will result in three separate GCSE qualifications and will give students the 

platform from which to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at A-Level. 

 

Major Content Areas within Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

(These will be studied at a greater depth than for GCSE Combined Science.) 

Biology 

Cell Biology   

Organisation 

Infection and Response 

Bioenergetics 

Homeostasis and Response 

Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 

Ecology 

Chemistry 

Atom structure and the periodic table 

Bonding, structure and the properties of matter 

Quantitative chemistry 

Energy changes 

The rate and extent of chemical change 

Organic chemistry 

Chemical analysis 

Chemistry of the Atmosphere 

Using Resource 

Physics 

Energy  

Electricity  

Particle model of matter 

Atomic structure 

Forces 

Waves 

Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

Space 

 

Assessment 

During the course students will be assessed regularly through homework, written assignments, practical activities 

and end of unit tests. This will keep them informed of their “working at” grade, enabling them to assess their 

progress against their target grade. 

 

There is no longer a ‘coursework’ assessment as in GCSE programmes that have gone before but a focus on required 

practical’s throughout the course. These practical activities will be undertaken in the classroom and a focus brought 

to them by the classroom teacher and written up by students in an investigation manner, often with a focus on how 

science works and scientific thinking. These investigations will be examined in the final exams. 

 

Two papers per GCSE discipline will be sat at the end of year 11. Each paper consisting of 100 marks and each 50% 

weighting of the GCSE. 

 

Further Information 

More information about AQA Separate Sciences can be found by visiting the exam board’s website (www.aqa.org.uk) 

or by speaking to your child’s Science teacher. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtnoHbxsvSAhVGbRQKHRMrDA4QjRwIBw&url=http://combiboilersleeds.com/keywords/science-1.html&psig=AFQjCNGPp5GraxQZIdWMYqG--ZwlAY2mCQ&ust=1489222080166954
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Careers Education and Guidance 
NON EXAMINATION 

 

Careers education and guidance is delivered through the PSHE programme, Kent Careers Consultant group work and 

interviews and where appropriate within subject areas.  

  

AIMS:  

1. Through guidance, enable an individual to recognise and build upon their own knowledge and abilities.  

2. To assist individuals to realise their own potential and develop the skills necessary to make their own realistic 

and informed choices about education, training and employment.  

3. To give all students’ access to guidance and information this will enable them to be effective in adult life, at 

home and within the Single European Market.  

4. To make an effective contribution to all aspects of the curriculum and to the quality of our service and 

education of all students.  

  

MAJOR CONTENT AREAS:  

Careers Education and Guidance  will  provide  students  with  a  co-ordinated  approach  to  activities  that  will develop 

the skills and understanding necessary for them to make  realistic  and  informed  choices  for  transition into our 6th 

Form, further and higher education or training and employment. These will involve:  

 An understanding of self-awareness, personal values, strengths and weaknesses, abilities and aptitudes.  

 Opportunity awareness, decision making, and transition skills.  

 Economic awareness.  

 Community service.  

 Attitudes and approaches to work.  

  

DELIVERY:  

 Group practical sessions and discussions with teachers, Kent careers service consultants, and industry 

representatives 

 Individual interviews 

 Guidance from specialist careers consultants 

 Differentiated materials are provided for all year groups which allow for a flexible approach to gain maximum 

benefit from our extensive resources.  

  

ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS:  

 Support for students with Statements of AEN is given from Kent Careers and Guidance Services at  transitional 

planning meetings.  

 Steps Portfolio.  

 Particular attention is paid to helping all SEN students to make appropriate and suitable choices and acquire 

lifelong skills and learning.  

 Materials available enable a flexible and differentiated teaching and learning approach.  

 Gifted students are identified through the school processes and given individual guidance and support.  

 Physically handicapped students are encouraged to use the resources available from Year 7 and given support 

from Welfare Assistants as well as the SEN Co-ordinator, Heads of House, and consultants for Kent Careers 

Services.  
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Form to be used for discussion only 

(do not submit this form as your options form – use it to discuss and develop your 

subject choices and reserve options) 

 

 

Please select 3 subjects in order of preference and number them 1-3 

 

* NB - Only tick the box of the language you have been studying since year 7 

 

 

 

Art and Design (Fine Art) (Ar) 

  

BTEC Health and Social Care (Hs) 

 

 

 

BTEC Business Studies (Bb) 

  
History (Hi) 

 

 

 

GCSE Business Studies (Bs) 

 

 

 

ICT (It) 

 

    

 

Design and Technology (Dt) 

  

BTEC Performing Arts (Pa ) 

 

 

    

 

Film Studies (Fs) 

 

 

 

GCSE Physical Education (Pg) 

 

 

 

Food Preparation and Nutrition (Fh) 

  

BTEC Sport (Ns) 

 

 

 

French (Fr) * 

  

Triple Science/ Separate Science (SC) 

   

 

 

Geography (Gg) 

  

 

 

    

 

German (Ge) * 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure you have filled in 3 choices. Talk to your form tutor if you are in doubt.  
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