
September 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I must start by saying that it is an absolute honour and a privilege to have been appointed as Principal at St Anselm’s. I am 

looking forward to working with you, sharing the journey that you and your children will have whilst at St Anselm’s and 

being able to celebrate with you the many successes that your children will achieve during their time at the school. 

 

To those of you who have children in Years 8 to 13, welcome back. For those whose children are in Year 7, and those 

whose children have joined us in Year 12, we welcome you to St Anselm’s. We look forward very much to working with 

you over the coming weeks, months and years. 

 

Very importantly, may I remind parents please that you should not come onto the school site to drop off or collect your 

children; the Park & Ride at the back of the school is free (despite them introducing ANPR) to use for up to 30 minutes 

and children should be collected from there. As our student population grows ever-larger, it is simply dangerous if we have 

cars dropping/collecting pupils on the site at the same time as hundreds of children are arriving or leaving. Thank you in 

anticipation for your support in this matter. 

 

We were delighted to see that our students rose to the challenge that the new GCSEs presented and received some excellent 

results. Alongside this we saw another set of excellent A Level results that enabled all our students to move on to their 

preferred choice of universities, apprenticeships and employment. We look forward to further hard work and success for 

all this year. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Young Carers of the school who have worked hard alongside Mrs 

Carney, Mrs Hampson and Mr Angafor, to promote the support that is available for them in a variety of ways for the past 

two years and have just been awarded the ‘Young Carers in Schools Bronze Award’. 

 

We continue to support the development and training of new teachers and hosted thirty Teach First students at the end of 

Term 6 who were amazed at how well behaved and respectful St Anselm’s students were and wanted to pass on their 

thanks. I would expect nothing less of our students, but it is nice to hear this from people not associated with the school. 

 

We welcome a number of new staff and hope that they enjoy their time at St Anselm’s: 

 

• Miss S Phillips - Food & Health Science Teacher 

• Mr J Mounter - Computing/ICT Teacher 

• Mr W Grady - RE Teacher 

• Miss G O'Brien - Trainee counsellor 

• Miss K Flint - PE Teacher 

• Miss L Dos Santos - Science Teacher 

• Mrs S Papworth - Art Technician 

• Mrs J Byrne – Chaplain 

 

Please remember that with the introduction of the new school day, students will be finishing at 2.30pm on a Friday. Students 

have been provided with information as to which public buses they are able to catch down to the bus stop and, as Mr 

Walters mentioned in the Summer Term, if they are unable to get themselves home then there is provision for them to 

remain in school where they will be supervised until 3.30pm, when they can then catch their normal bus home. 
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You will be aware that funding continues to be very challenging for all schools. Our careful management and prudence 

means that St Anselm’s is not at crisis point. However, the next few years are still going to be very difficult. We are always 

very reluctant to ask parents for money and we realise that some of you are not in a position to make a donation. However, 

for those who can and who wish to, contributions to our school fund would be hugely welcome. The school fund helps to 

pay for the running of the school minibus and it subsidises enrichment trips and clubs. We use contributions from the 

school fund to improve the indoor and outdoor spaces for pupils and to support pupils who otherwise would not be able to 

access activities. All donations would be very gratefully received, especially ‘regular giving’ of a small sum each term or 

year. Donations can be made through our online system parent pay www.parentpay.com as often as you like. If you are 

able to support the school with gifts of this sort, we would be very grateful; thank you in anticipation. 

 

I would like to remind you that our uniform requirements are available on the school website: 

http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/About-Us/School-Uniform.Trainers, shoes with sports logos and canvass shoes 

are not acceptable footwear. Please also note that trousers worn by boys and girls must be appropriately tailored and not 

made of denim. Please could we also ask you to ensure that items of uniform and PE kit are clearly named. If you are in 

any doubt about the suitability of a piece of footwear or uniform, please contact the school before purchase and we will 

be happy to advise. 

 

Please remember that every student is expected to have essential equipment for their learning with them every day. These 

are listed below. In the event that any parent or carer needs financial assistance with the purchase of any items of uniform 

or equipment please contact me or your son/daughter’s Head of House in confidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us for any reason as communication is crucial to good relationships between school and 

parents. Your son/daughter’s tutor is available, as are their House teams. We will always seek to get back to you to deal 

with any concerns or queries as quickly as possible: 

 

 Aquinas Bosco Merici Stein 

Head of House Mr N Withey Mrs A Carney Miss K Penfold Mr S Locke 

House Manager Mrs D Robertson Mrs T Duckett Mrs F Butcher Mrs J Cook 

House support Mrs A Morris Miss S Kronenberg Miss A Saunders-

Yates 

Miss S Dixon 

 

In order to contact any of these colleagues please use first initial, then surname, then the usual St Anselm’s suffix; for 

example a.person@st-anselms.org.uk. 

 

Day/ 

Period 

Mon, Tue, Thur Week 1&2  

Weds Week 1 

Weds Week 2 Fri Both Weeks 

1 08.50-09.50 08.50-09.50 08.50-09.50 

2 09.50-10.50 09.50-10.50 09.50-10.50 

Break  10.50 - 11.05 10.50 - 11.05 10.50 - 11.05 

3 11.05 -12.05  11.05 -12.05  11.05 -11.55  

4 12.05 – 12.35  12.05 – 13.05 (lesson, no tutor time) 11.55 – 12.35  

Lunch 12.35 – 13.30 13.05 – 14.00 12.35 – 13.30 

5 13.30 – 14.30 14.00 – 15.30 

Inspire/Booster    Core KS3/KS4 

13.30 – 14.30 

6 14.30 – 15.30 Finish at 14.30 

Essential Desirable 

Pencil case 

2 pens – blue or black ink 

1 HB pencil 

30cm ruler 

Rubber 

Sharpener 

Scientific calculator  

Geometry set: protractor, set square, compass 

Reading book 

A way of recording homework (planners are given to year 7 and 

are available to purchase for other year groups at a cost of £2 from 

House Offices). 

Bag with dimensions at least 40cm x 30 cm. 

1B or 2B pencil 

Coloured pencils: 12 mixed colours 

Highlighting pens 

Large, labelled, Tupperware box 

(for F&HS) 

http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/About-Us/School-Uniform
mailto:a.person@st-anselms.org.uk


The Maths department have asked me to let parents of Year 11 students know that by the end of the month all Year 11 will 

get a past exam paper to do as homework on a fortnightly basis alongside normal weekly homework, in order to prepare 

them for their GCSEs. 

 

The Science Department have taken various steps to support all students in their progression. These measures are 

summarised below with full details available via the Science area of the school website under Curriculum.   

 

1. All students, in all year groups, have been added to online groups for the course(s) they study. These operate via 

Office365 and contain resources which have been collated by teachers to support students in their revision. They 

also offer a conversation feature which allows students to post questions in order to obtain support from other 

students, as well as any teacher who teaches that specific course. 

2. Students in Years 7 to 11 have access to an online revision/homework site called ‘Kerboodle’ which offers a wide 

range of useful resources. Students in Years 9 to 11 will also be able to access a digital version of the GCSE 

textbook that they use in lessons through this site. 

3. Revision guides are on sale through the department for students in Years 7 to 11. These are available via ParentPay 

and the Science Prep Room in B Block. 

 

For updates about the department, be sure to follow us on Twitter and Instagram (@sacsscience) and to like our Facebook 

page (SACS Science). 

 

As per my advice to students before the summer, we want to help you to ensure that your child remains safe both in and 

out of school (where possible). Please find below the link to our safeguarding web pages where there is important 

information about how to help your children stay safe when out and about as well as when online and what to do if there 

is a problem.  http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/Safeguarding-and-Online-Safety/ . It has already been brought to 

my attention that some students need to be a lot more vigilant when it comes to crossing roads (in particular the New Dover 

Road) when coming to and from school. Please can I ask you to reiterate this message to your children.  

 

I would urge all families who are eligible for Free School Meals to ensure that they register for this entitlement as this 

generates additional funding for us to support your child’s learning and enrichment. Further details are available from 

House Offices, our website or on the KCC website: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-

meals . In addition there is funding available for Adopted children (from Care). If you wish us to know that your child is 

adopted please inform the relevant House Manager if you have not yet done so. A focus for us last year was to further 

identify our Young Carers so that we can support them more in school and this continues to be a focus for us. Again, I 

would urge you to inform us if your child is a Young Carer, if you/they have not already done so, by contacting their 

House Manager. Please be assured that we treat all such discussions with the utmost sensitivity.  

 

Research consistently shows that high attendance is the single most important factor affecting educational success. The 

target for all students is 100% with the school’s minimum expectation at 97%. This latter figure equates to just 6 full days 

or 12 sessions of absence for the whole academic year. The Attendance Officer (AO) meets with each of the House 

Managers weekly to analyse absences and letters are sent out for any concerns. Please inform your relevant House Manager 

of any barriers before these letters escalate in severity so that we can work together to minimise absences. 

 

I have provided below some information with regards Attendance procedures: 

• Please note that only a school can authorise an absence. Parents / Carers and the Local Authority do not have the 

power to authorise absences. Ten unauthorised absences will result in the Penalty Notice procedure. 

• Parents / Carers are required to inform the school of a student's absence on each day of absence, preferably through 

the direct phone line (Option 1) or email to the AO: attendance@st-anselms.org.uk  

• Where a reason for absence has not been provided by a parent / carer our Attendance Officer will send out a 

'Truancy Call' to determine this. 

• Students must sign in with the AO if they are late to school after 08.55. They are provided with a coloured slip 

(colour changes every week) which should be shown to the teacher upon entry to the classroom. The student 

makes up this amount of time that same lunchtime with the AO. Failure to attend this will result in this amount of 

time being doubled for the next day. Students are encouraged to work during this time. 

• Please inform our AO in advance of any medical appointments and try to get these for mid-morning (attend school 

at normal time, sign out and back in again) or after 14.00, so that your child can get both their morning and 

afternoon registration marks and minimise the impact on missed learning. 

• Holidays are not authorised and will result in a Penalty Notice being issued if 10 sessions are missed. Please note 

that this PN is issued to each parent. 

 

 

http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/Safeguarding-and-Online-Safety/
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We are having our first non-uniform day of the year on Wednesday 3rd October, in aid of Porchlight. May I ask that 

students are sensible about what they choose to wear for non-uniform, a reminder that the following are not permitted: 

 

• Short shorts/skirts. Students may wear thick tights or leggings underneath.   

• Offensive logos   

• Midriffs that are visible. This includes under a hoodie or cardigan, as students are to remove these during the day.   

  

A donation of £1 is requested if students wish to participate. Thank you in anticipation of your support for the school’s 

charity fundraising. 

 

A reminder that we will be taking our usual two-week holiday in October again this year, but that this year we will be 

taking our five CPD days consecutively the week after the scheduled half-term holiday. This means that the school will be 

closed to students between Monday 22 October and Friday 2 November. I have copied below our term dates for next 

academic year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you in advance for your support for the school this year. By working in partnership, the 

students at St Anselm’s, their parents/carers and the staff at the school can continue to secure the very best and most 

enjoyable educational experience possible. We are looking forward to working with you and your children this year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr J Rowarth 

Principal 

Start of Term 1 03 September 2018 (Year 7 and Year 12 Only) 

Start of Term 1 04 September 2018 (All students) 

End of Term 1  19 October 2018 

Start of Term 2 05 November 2018 

End of Term 2 21 December 2018 (School closes at 1.30pm) 

Start of Term 3 07 January 2019 

End of Term 3  15 February 2019 

Start of Term 4  25 February 2019 

End of Term 4 05 April 2019 

Start of Term 5  23 April 2019 

End of Term 5  24 May 2019 

Start of Term 6  03 June 2019  

End of Term 6  23 July 2019 (School closes at 1.30pm) 


