
 

 

 

 

 
6 September 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to you concerning the changes to mathematics and English GCSEs which will affect your 

sons and daughters this academic year. As you are aware there will be a nationwide change in 2017 

from using grades for GCSE mathematics and English to using numbers. As per my previous 

correspondence with you there is no ‘exact mapping’ of the old grades onto the new numbers, but it 

looks something like this: 

 

 
 

The DFE have released the following explanatory statement about the changes: 

 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and above as currently achieve a 

grade C and above. 

 Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and above as currently achieve a 

grade A and above. 

 The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade G. 

 Grade 5 will be awarded to around the top third of students gaining the equivalent of a grade C 

and bottom third of a grade B. This has been defined as a good pass by the Department for 

Education. 

 

This change brings some significant challenges for pupils, teachers and parents alike. This new 

development is accompanied in English by the end of controlled assessment, which many pupils 

found advantageous, meaning that pupils’ grades will be entirely determined by their final 

examination in Year 11. It will be more challenging to achieve a ‘good pass’ (currently a C grade or 

better) because a ‘5’ (a ‘good pass’ under the new system) is equivalent to a current ‘high C’ or ‘low 

B’ grade. 
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We need to ensure that all pupils in Year 11 are as well prepared as possible to meet this challenge 

and to give themselves the best possible chance of achieving the best level they can. For many, a 

‘good pass’ is within their compass and they should be striving for a Level 5 at the end of Year 11 in 

English and mathematics. The school’s teachers will do all they can to ensure that this is the case and 

we need the support of parents in emphasising the importance of children applying themselves to 

English and mathematics like never before in Year 11. At the same time we need to ensure that 

children continue to perform well across all of their subjects. 

 

The children in the school have achieved excellent results in recent years. We anticipate this positive 

pattern continuing in 2017 in spite of the challenges set out above. We will be working with the pupils 

to give them the best chance of success. You can help us by ensuring that your son/daughter has good 

attendance, that they work hard at home and meet deadlines, that they act on advice from teachers, 

that they attend any additional academic intervention offered and that they revise well when the time 

comes. We will maintain communication with you over these matters during the year and we are 

grateful in advance for your support for your son/daughter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 


