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“faith seeking understanding” 

 

November 2015 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to start this letter with a reminder that it is the Governors’ policy that full school uniform must be worn 

by all students in Years 7-11. All pupils should also attend school with appropriate equipment to allow them to 

participate in lessons and to learn. School uniform plays an important part in establishing a sense of community and it 

encourages students to take pride in their appearance. Students are also expected to wear uniform on the way to and 

from school each day. I have attached further information about school uniform to the end of this letter, but could I ask 

you to note the following in particular please: 

 

 Black trainers with areas of mesh built into the design are not suitable for school. Parents should contact the 

school if they are in doubt about a potential purchase. 

 Outdoor coats should be practical, warm and waterproof, with no inappropriate logos; we do not permit denim or 

leather jackets. 

 No hoodies are allowed on the school premises. 

 Year 11 are allowed to wear plain coloured shirts at the discretion of the Head of House. 

 Jewellery is not allowed except for a watch and one pair of small (no more than 4mm in diameter) metallic ear 

studs on the ear lobes only (one in each ear and not ear-rings). 

 No make-up is permitted in Years 7 and 8.  Discreet foundation and eye make-up is allowed in Years 9, 10 and 

11.  No nail polish, false nails, lipstick or lip-gloss is allowed. 

 In all cases, decisions on appropriateness of uniform and appearance rest with the Headteacher. 

 

I draw your attention to a recently-published study undertaken at Cardiff University, which found that children who 

regularly eat breakfast are twice as likely to score highly in tests than those who do not eat before school. The study of 

5,000 9-11-year-olds says above average teacher assessment scores follow a healthy meal of items such as cereals, 

bread, fruit and milk products, with the one in five children whose breakfast consists of sweets and crisps seeing no 

academic benefit. We hope you can continue to support the school and your child(ren) by providing them with a good 

start to the day. 

 
For parents of students in Years 11, 12 and 13, a reminder that these pupils will have mock examinations in the New 

Year. All students have been given guidance by departments. Although we recognise that students need to spend some 

time over the holiday resting and relaxing, it would be a good idea for some of the holiday to be spent revising for 

these examinations. 

 

For parents of children in Years 7, 8 and 9, please be aware that as part of their English homework allocation, students 

should routinely complete one hour’s reading a week. All students have a reading book from the Discovery Centre to 

enable them to do this. Research demonstrates that the most accurate predictor for how successful a student will be 

across all subjects at GCSE is reading age, so it is vital that students do undertake this homework in an attempt to 

boost their reading age. 

 

We are currently looking for parent helpers to assist in Key Stage 3 reading lessons. Parent helpers will listen to 

students read and help guide them.  Students who have one-to-one reading will grow more confident in their literacy 

skills and will show significant progress with their reading. For more information please contact Mrs Moriarty 

(s.moriarty@st-anselms.org.uk). 

 

 

 

mailto:s.moriarty@st-anselms.org.uk


In October, a group of Year 7 to 12 students attended the annual sitting of the Canterbury Youth Parliament. Students 

took part in debates and discussions on major youth issues. We were delighted that Nicole Meehan won an award for a 

most impassioned individual speech. 

 

I would like to remind you that SIMS Learning Gateway remains the sole source of information for homework and 

school reports. All parents should have received log-on details and instructions for how to use the Gateway are 

available on the school website. (Download the ‘Policy and Access Request Form’ from the school website; go to 

Useful Links & Information/Information for Parents/SIMS Learning Gateway. There is also a User Guide on the 

information page; this includes information on how to set up your account to enable you to reset your password if you 

forget it.) Please contact slg@st-anselms.org.uk if you experience any difficulties, including details of your child’s 

name and form group. If you do not have internet access please contact your child’s House Office to request a paper 

copy of reports. Cycle 1 school reports will be published on Gateway over the coming days; I encourage parents/carers 

to continue engaging in dialogue with your sons/daughters about school reports, even if these are electronic rather than 

on paper.  

 

Please remember that we now have a totally cashless system in the school canteen. To buy food and drink students 

need to have funds on their cashless catering account which can be toped up by using ParentPay. If you are having 

problems accessing your ParentPay account then please contact Mrs Mills in the finance office who will be able to 

help you. While I understand that being cashless can be inconvenient, it has many advantages. Neither children nor the 

school are having to deal with cash, parents can easily see what is being purchased and for children eligible for free 

school meals this system is much more preferable. 

 

For parents of children in Years 7 and 8, please be aware that they have new Art homework booklets called “Explore 

Books”. These are designed to make the homework more engaging, fun, productive and rewarding. The work is 

graded in the same way as class work and we ask you to support your child appropriately, but to refrain from doing 

too much of the work for them! I hope that you can take this advice in the spirit in which it is intended. 

 

We have had requests from some children and parents in Year 11 for permission to be absent to attend college open 

days. While we understand and support students planning for their future, we would ask that students do not attend 

these during the school day. There should be plenty of time at the end of the day with open days running into the early 

evening. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Part of the mission of our school is to support charitable causes and we have agreed to help a small organisation 

working in Malawi over the next two years. I have included a letter from our Chaplain, Mrs Perry and the Secretary of 

the charity, Richard Owens. Further information about our work together will follow. 

 

Finally I would like to thank for your support for the school so far this year and I hope that all members of our 

community have a joyful Christmas when the times comes. The last day of term is Friday 18 December and school 

finishes at 1.30pm on that day for pupils. The new terms starts on Monday 4 January 2016. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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St Anselm’s Catholic School 
 
A Catholic Academy in the Archdiocese of Southwark 
 
Headteacher: Mr M Walters, BA (Hons) NPQH 
 

“faith seeking understanding” 

 
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Governors, 

In the summer term we met together and began to talk about how a partnership between St Anselm’s and Network for a 

Better World could work. We especially focussed on linking of the schools in Malawi and Canterbury.  There are so many 

demands on people’s attention and donations from dozens of charities that we wanted to ensure that whatever links are 

made they are about mutual friendship, curriculum links and verifiable improvements in the linked school. 

 

Network for a Better World was founded by Alice Davidson OBE and returned lay missionaries to be a practical aid to the 

development of our brothers and sisters in Malawi. The charity specifically chose a rural mission parish called Sitima in 

Zomba district because it had little external support from larger agencies and felt that any donors we could attract would be 

able to see exactly where their money was going. 

 

The Sitima mission parish is widely spread geographically but comprises around a dozen communities each with their own 

church, primary school and lay leaders. 

 

Luntha High School would be the school which specifically is the ‘twinned’ school for St Anselm’s. The school has 

approximately 400 pupils and operates two classes at each of its four year groups. There are currently 12 teachers although 

there are challenges with paying them and retaining them . As is common in Malawi some teachers are not qualified, but do 

an amazing job with only a level 3 qualification themselves.  N4BW will be running in-service training courses for teachers 

in 2016. 

 

The issues that the students face are many but are met with good humour and a thirst for learning: 

 Health: Malaria is common along with gastric illnesses. The charity is addressing this through health education and 

providing direct assistance. 

 Infrastructure: The village homes have no mains electricity. In Malawi it gets dark at 6pm so for the ambitious student 

who wishes to study the light of a candle or gas lamp is a limitation. This is being addressed through a solar power 

project. 

 Resources: Science equipment, books, sports gear and so on are all in short supply. This could be something which 

friends in Canterbury can help with. 

 

Together we plan over the initial two years to explain the context of each school to each other, to pray for each other and to 

demonstrate solidarity between us. In the coming months you will start to see a photo display in the lobby of St Anselm’s 

and Malawi will be a theme in our assemblies and liturgies. The Headteacher of Luntha High School Sister Margarite and 

Simon Flint the N4BW volunteer teacher from London who starts there in December have promised to regularly update us 

with students’ progress at Luntha and we hope to exchange videos and other creative material where possible. We hope that 

at some point we can organise a project visit for a small group of staff, parents and governors, followed by Year 12 and 13 

students. 

 

The pride and passion of the people of Malawi are great but sometimes the challenges of resources and poor infrastructure 

are among the greatest in Africa. That is why we also feel that each year we could make a specific difference in Malawi by 

funding a different specific project each academic year, for example educational equipment. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Louise Perry      Richard Owens,    

Chaplain      Secretary to Network for a Better World     

  



School Uniform Requirements 
 

It is the Governors’ policy that the full school uniform, as set out below, must be worn by all students in Years 7-11, and this includes travelling to and from school. We 
look for the total co-operation from parents and their children in this matter. As far as costs are concerned, school uniform will be found perhaps less expensive than 
other items of fashion, which students would otherwise expect parents to buy. Only school uniform should be worn inside school buildings.  No hoodies are allowed on 

the premises. 
 

Boys Girls 

Blazer Black with school badge Blazer Black with school badge 

Trousers Plain black or charcoal grey (no jeans, chinos or other fashion 
trousers) 

Trousers Plain black (not fashion trousers, i.e.  

waisted trousers, not hipsters and not skin-tight) 

  Skirt ONLY the school official plain grey skirt. 

Shirt Plain white school shirt Shirt Plain white school shirt 

Tie House tie Tie House tie 

Shoes Plain black (no trainers, boots, logo’s or canvas footwear) Shoes 

 

Plain black, low heels (no trainers, boots, fashion shoes, logo’s or 
canvas footwear) 

Jumper V-necked jumper or cardigan, black (crew neck pullovers, 
sweatshirts or fleeces are not allowed) 

Jumper V-necked jumper or cardigan, black (crew neck pullovers, 
sweatshirts or  fleeces and logos are not allowed) 

Socks Black Ankle Socks 

Tights 

White or Black 

Black or Translucent 

Apron For Home Economics & Design Technology Apron For Home Economics & Design Technology 

 
Outdoor coats should be practical, warm and waterproof. No inappropriate logos. No denim or leather jackets. If a student is not in the correct uniform, a written note 
from his/her parent should be produced asking the School for exemption for a specific time. Year 11 can wear plain coloured shirts at the discretion of the Head of 
House. 

 
PE Kit 
All items are available online – www.ambitionsport.com 
 

Boys Girls 

Black shorts with school logo Black shorts with school logo 

House colour polo shirt with school logo House colour polo shirt with school logo 

House colour rugby shirt with school logo House colour rugby shirt with school logo 

Bottle green/white football socks  Bottle green/white football socks  

Football boots or outdoor trainers  Football boots or outdoor trainers  

Indoor trainers with arch support and have thick 
soles with tread (Non-marking sole for the Sports 
Hall) 

Indoor trainers with arch support and have thick soles 
with tread (Non-marking sole for the Sports Hall) 

White ankle socks for indoor work White ankle socks for indoor work 

Mouth Guard Mouth Guard 

 
Jewellery / Make-up 
Jewellery is not allowed except for a watch and for girls and boys, one pair of ear studs on the ear lobes only (not ear-rings).  Nose and eyebrow studs etc. are not 
permitted. Please contact the School if you are in doubt about a potential purchase. No make up for Years 7 and 8 and only discreet make up for Years 9, 10 and 11.  
No false nails, nail varnish or lipstick is allowed.  The final decision regarding the acceptability of school uniform lies with the Head Teacher. 
 

Hair 
Irregular hair dyeing is not permitted. Sensible hair styles, no extravagant styles, or use of gel to contribute to coiffure. Decision rests with the Head Teacher. 

 

KS3/4 Equipment list 

Essential Desirable 

Pencil case 
2 pens – blue or black ink 
1 HB pencil 
30cm ruler 
Rubber 
Sharpener 
Scientific calculator  
Geometry set – Protractor, set squares, compass 
Reading book 
Student planner 
A bag with dimensions of at least 40cm x 30 cm. 

1B or 2B Pencil 
Coloured Pencils – 12 mixed colours 
Highlighting pens 
A large, labelled, Tupperware Box 
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PE DEPARTMENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 2015-2016 TERM 2 

 

 

 

 LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

 
MONDAY 
 

Senior Weights                                    JR 
Boccia                                                    SG 
GCSE Intervention                             MG/AJA 
Girls Basketball (all years)               JC 
 

Trampolining                                SW  
Girls Football                              JC/BN    
Y8/10 Basketball                        AJA/IH 
 

 
TUESDAY 

Girls only Weights                              JC 
Y9-11 Basketball training                  MH/IH       
Circuit Training                                  AJA 
 

 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Senior Weights                                     AJA 
Wheelchair Basketball                         IH 
 

 
 
 

 
THURSDAY 

Senior Weights                                     MG 
Panathlon club                                      IH 
Y7/8 Basketball training                     MH/AJA 
Dance Company/GCSE Dance           JC/SW 
 

Y7 Basketball                                    MH 
Dance Company/GCSE Dance      JC/SW        
 

 
FRIDAY 

Senior Weights                                   MH  
GCSE Intervention                            JC/AJA 
KS3  Trampolining                            SW 
Touch  Rugby                                      RL 
6th Form 5-a-side Football                 MH          
 

Touch Rugby (@The Langton)      AJA 
4pm- 5:30 
 


