
 

November 2018 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

First and foremost, can I offer my thanks to all those who supported us in letting their children be guides at what was 

a very successful Open Evening. We had over 150 students volunteer and we would have not been able to run the 

evening without their and your support with over 1500 visitors through the doors, so thank you. 

 

We were delighted to be able to celebrate the achievements and successes of our students with parents, staff and 

Governors at Presentation Evening, below is a list of the winners for the House awards: 

 

Genevieve Hughes Year 10 Aquinas Award 

Ethan Jeffrey Year 10 Bosco Award 

Ana Moura Year 10 Merici Award 

Hannah Deeley Year 10 Stein Award 

Alice Snelson Year 11 Aquinas Award 

Lilli Henderson Year 11 Bosco Award 

Edmund Roberts Year 11 Merici Award 

Daisy Maisto Year 11 Stein 

Caitlin Browne Year 12 Aquinas Award 

Niamh Edmands Year 12 Bosco Award 

Mollie Nevell Year 12 Merici Award 

Annaliese Duffy Year 12 Stein Award 

Grace Eales Year 7 Aquinas Award 

Hector McDonald Year 7 Bosco Award 

Emma McGee Year 7 Merici Award 

Tarli Richards Year 7 Stein Award 

Joshua Heathcote Year 8 Aquinas Award 

Natalia Smith Year 8 Bosco Award 

Mia Clarke Year 8 Merici Award 

Chester Speed Year 8 Stein Award 

Edwin Thomas Year 9 Aquinas Award 

Zak Espie Year 9 Bosco Award 

Roman Barry Year 9 Merici Award 

Liam Parker Year 9 Stein Award 

 

Congratulations to Matt Hopkins who has just been appointed as Co-Chair of the East Kent Schools Together student 

committee, where he will be, I am sure, instrumental in the direction that this worthy collaboration takes and will 

always have the students’ best interests as heart.   

 

We must also give our congratulations to Alice Summers who, following her amazing performance in the Junior 

National Touch Championships (where her team became national champions) has gone on to be selected for the 

England Training squad. They will be training together over the next 6-9 months in preparation for the Junior Touch 

Championships being held in France next August. Well done Alice! 

Further congratulations go to Charlotte Atkinson, Victoria Pelczar, Katie Back and Lucy Williams who competed in 

the East Kent School's swimming relays in October and set two new school relay records in the Year 7 front crawl 

and medley events.  

The Performing Arts department would like to congratulate Year 7 students on their excellent performances during 

the Year 7 Welcome Concert.  We would also like to thank parents for coming to watch and for their kind 

donations.  A total of £145.00 was raised. 
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Two of our Sixth formers, Ben Amess and Ewan Apperley, took part in the Historical Associations 'Public Speaking' 

event for the Canterbury district where they gave eloquent accounts of what they deemed to be 'history's greatest 

revolution'. 

May I remind parents again please that you should not come onto the school site to drop off or collect your children; 

the Park & Ride at the back of the school is free (despite them introducing ANPR) to use for up to 30 minutes and 

children should be collected from there. As our student population grows ever-larger, it is simply dangerous if we 

have cars dropping/collecting pupils on the site at the same time as hundreds of children are arriving or leaving. 

Thank you in anticipation for your support in this matter. 

 

I would like to thank you all for the donations of books you have sent in, we have had over 200 now. Can I also ask 

for you to scour your children’s bookshelves for any unreturned school library books as we have quite a few missing? 

 

We welcome some new staff to St Anselm’s and hope that they enjoy their time with us: 

 

• Mrs J Burton - Receptionist 

• Miss K Laite – Teaching Assistant  

• Miss J Dodge – Central Admin  

 

I am delighted to inform you that post-consultation and in light of responses, Governors have decided to proceed 

with the specialist resourced provision for students with ASD. I will keep you updated on our progress with this. 

 

Your child will be receiving their end of cycle report at the start of December, we have slightly modified the ‘effort’ 

scores and the ‘concern’ comments, see below: 

 

Effort scores received on reports are scored as follows: 

 

5 = superb effort in all lessons and outside of lessons 

4 = excellent effort in majority of lessons and outside of lessons 

3 = good effort in most lessons 

2 = variable effort from lesson to lesson 

1 = poor effort 

0 = no effort  

 

Concern comments are recorded as follows: 

 

B – Poor behaviour / disruption in lessons 

H – Lack of homework / poor quality homework 

E – Regularly failing to bring stationery / ingredients / kit etc. 

P – Poor punctuality to lessons 

 

In addition to this we have altered the way that we report progress at Key Stage 3 (Year 7 and 8). Students will no 

longer receive a numerical grade, they will continue to receive an effort grade as indicated above and they will receive 

a statement for each subject that indicates that they are either “above/meeting/or below target”. These new measures 

have been introduced to ensure all parties have clarity around the expected level of progress within each subject at 

that given time.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of some aspects of the school rules around uniform, make up and 

jewellery which some students are failing to follow: 

 

“Jewellery is not allowed except for a watch and for girls and boys, one pair of ear studs on the ear lobes only (not 

ear-rings). Nose and eyebrow studs etc. are not permitted. Please contact the School if you are in doubt about a 

potential purchase. No make-up for Years 7 and 8 and only discreet make-up for Years 9, 10 and 11. No nail varnish 

or lipstick is allowed. The final decision regarding the acceptability of school uniform lies with the Principal.” 

Students are only allowed to wear their Performing Arts sweatshirts for their P.A. lessons and not routinely as part 

of their uniform.  

Please can you also remind your child that the use of deodorant aerosols in school isn’t permitted due to the adverse 

effect it can have on students who suffer from asthma. 

 



The PE department have asked me to let you know what clubs are currently being run and to encourage your 

son/daughter to attend as many as possible of these invaluable clubs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PE department are looking to raise funds to supply students with an athletics, rugby and softball kit. If you have 

a business or know of a business who may be interested in sponsoring the sports team, then please contact Mr 

Alexander at a.alexander@st-anselms.org.uk.  Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

If you need to make contact with us for any reason, your son/daughter’s tutor is available, as are our House teams: 

 

 Aquinas Bosco Merici Stein 

Head of House Mr N Withey Mrs A Carney Miss K Penfold Mr S Locke 

House Manager Mrs D Robertson Mrs T Duckett Mrs F Butcher Mrs J Cook 

House support Mrs A Morris Miss S Kronenberg Miss A Saunders-

Yates 

Miss S Dixon 

 

In order to contact any of these colleagues please use first initial, then surname, then the usual St Anselm’s suffix; 

for example, a.person@st-anselms.org.uk. 

 

The Geography department have asked me to remind parents of Year 10 and 11 students that Mr Thompson has the 

new revision guide, which uses the same case studies as the textbook that are used in lessons. They are available for 

purchase for £5.  

 

The Science Department have taken various steps to support all students in their progression. These measures are 

summarised below with full details available via the science area of the school website by clicking on the 

‘Curriculum’ tab along the top menu bar. 

  

1. All students, in all year groups, have been added to online groups for the course(s) they study. These operate 

via Office365 and contain resources which have been collated by teachers to support students in their 

revision. They also offer a conversation feature which allows students to post questions in order to obtain 

support from other students, as well as any teacher who teaches that specific course. 

2. Students in Years 7 to 11 have access to an online revision/homework site called ‘Kerboodle’ which offers 

a wide range of useful resources. Students in Years 9 to 11 will also be able to access a digital version of the 

GCSE textbook that they use in lessons through this site. 

3. Revision guides are on sale through the department for students in Years 7 to 11. These are available via 

ParentPay and the Science Prep Room in B Block. 

 

For updates about the department, be sure to follow us on Twitter and Instagram (@sacsscience) and to like our 

Facebook page (SACS Science). 

PE DEPARTMENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 2018-2019 TERM 2 

 LUNCHTIME   AAFTER SCHOOL 

 

MONDAY 

Fitness 

Boccia 

Girls Basketball Y9&10 

 

Cheerleading 

 

TUESDAY 

Fitness 

11B/Ns1 Intervention 

Boys Basketball Y7&8 

 

Girls Basketball fixtures 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Cross Country Running (3-5.5km) 

Boys Basketball Y9,10 &11 

  

Trampolining KS4/Competition 

 

THURSDAY 

Fitness 

Girls Basketball Y7&8 

Rugby all years 

 

  

All year’s indoor netball 3:30-4:15 

6th form & staff football 4:15-5:15 

 

 

FRIDAY 

Fitness 

Y7 & 8 Trampolining 

Touch 

Dodgeball 

Wheelchair Basketball 

 

Touch Rugby@ The Langton 4-6pm  

mailto:a.alexander@st-anselms.org.uk
mailto:a.person@st-anselms.org.uk


This cycle's enrichment activities have been Dodgeball and Spelling Bee. Well done to 8S on their victory in the 

Dodgeball competition and 3A who were winners of the Spelling Bee. Next cycle, we are looking forward to football, 

speed stacking and a Dragon's Den style enterprise challenge. 

 

We were also delighted to see the poppies which our students made during Activities Week being displayed as part 

of the cascade at the Westgate Towers. 

 

We will be having a non-uniform day on the Thursday 20th December to raise funds for the PTA. We hope that 

everyone will enter into the Christmas spirit by wearing a Christmas jumper. 

 

We are starting to focus on the language and understanding of ‘absences’ rather than ‘attendance’ in conversations 

with students and parents. ‘Good’ attendance is 98% and above; equivalent to 4 full days or 8 morning / afternoon 

sessions absent from school. The minimum school expectation for attendance is 97%; this equates to 6 full days or 

12 morning / afternoon sessions absent from school. The poster at the end of this letter details this in more detail for 

you and I would urge you to refer to this and to discuss with your child. The attendance figure on cyclical reports 

will match this colour-coding.  Please note that the text number to contact Attendance is no longer in use. In order to 

report your child’s absence please use these forms of communication: 

 

Email: attendance@st-anselms.org.uk                       Phone : 01227 826200 (Option 1) 

 

I would urge all families who are eligible for Free School Meals to ensure that they register for this entitlement as 

this generates additional funding for us to support your child’s learning and enrichment. Further details are available 

from House Offices, our website or on the KCC website: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-

children/schools/free-schoolmeals . In addition, there is funding available for Adopted children (from Care). If you 

wish us to know that your child is adopted, please inform the relevant House Manager if you have not yet done so. 

A focus for us last year was to further identify our Young Carers so that we can support them more in school and this 

continues to be a focus for us. Again, I would urge you to inform us if your child is a Young Carer, if you/they have 

not already done so, by contacting their House Manager. Please be assured that we treat all such discussions with the 

utmost sensitivity 

 

Finally, a reminder that Term 2 ends a couple of days later than most schools in the area so please can you ensure 

your son/daughter attends as detailed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr J Rowarth  

Academy Principal 

 
  
 

 

End of Term 2 21 December 2018 (School closes at 1.30pm) 

Start of Term 3 07 January 2019 

End of Term 3  15 February 2019 

Start of Term 4  25 February 2019 

End of Term 4 05 April 2019 

Start of Term 5  23 April 2019 

End of Term 5  24 May 2019 

Start of Term 6  03 June 2019  

End of Term 6  23 July 2019 (School closes at 1.30pm) 
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Target: 0 absences 
100% Attendance 

 

The minimum expectation for Attendance is 97%. In terms of absences over the 

academic year this equates to:  

6 full days or 12 sessions (am or pm). 
 

A Persistent Absentee is a student who misses 10% or more of school i.e. 90% or 

below. In terms of absences over the academic year this equates to: 

19 full days or 38 sessions (am or pm). 

95-96.9% Attendance is below the minimum expectation but could easily move up. In 

terms of absences over the academic year this (95%) equates to:  

9 full days or 18 sessions (am or pm). 
 

Good attendance is 98% & above. In terms of absences over the academic year this 

equates to: 

4 full days or 8 sessions (am or pm). 

 

91-92.9% Attendance is a significant concern. In terms of absences over the academic 

year this (91%) equates to:  

17 full days or 34 sessions (am or pm). 
 

93-94.9% Attendance is a concern. In terms of absences over the academic year this 

(93%) equates to:  

13 full days or 26 sessions (am or pm). 
 


