
 

 

 

 

September 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be writing to you at the start of another academic year. To those of you who have 

children in Years 8 to 13, welcome back. For those whose children are in Year 7, and those whose children 

have joined us in Year 12, we welcome you to St Anselm’s. We look forward very much to working with you 

over the coming weeks, months and years and celebrating with you the many successes that your children will 

achieve during their time at the school. 

 

Very importantly, may I remind parents please that you should not come onto the school site please to drop 

off or collect your children; the Park & Ride at the back of the school is free to use for up to 20 minutes and 

children should be collected from there. As our student population grows ever-larger, it is simply dangerous if 

we have cars dropping/collecting pupils on the site at the same time as hundreds of children are arriving or 

leaving. I am grateful for your attention to this matter. 

 

We were very pleased to see the excellent GCSE and A Level results our students achieved over the summer. 

Year 11 pupils achieved fantastic results and we have our largest ever year group in Year 12, helping us to 

offer pupils even more choice in their post-16 studies. The A Level results achieved by Year 13 have allowed 

them to move on to their first choices of universities, apprenticeships and employment and we are delighted, 

as always, that they are able to leave us to pursue their preferred options. We look forward to further hard 

work and success for all this year. 

 

As well as new students in Years 7 and 12, we welcome a number of new staff this term; they are all very 

welcome and we hope they will enjoy their time at St Anselm’s: 

 

Miss Tucker (Science) 

Mr Buddle (Science) 

Mr Georgiou (Maths) 

Mr Bird (Maths) 

Miss Dimmock (History) 

Mrs Ashdown (English) 

Miss McLachlan (Performing Arts) 

Mrs Wiles (Health and Social Care) 

Miss Hawkins (Social Sciences) 

Mrs Williams (Admin: Attendance & Behaviour) 

Mrs Davis (Admin: Teaching & Progress) 

Mr Heath (TA) 

 

Please remember that if you need to make contact with us for any reason, your son/daughter’s tutor is 

available, as are our House teams. We will always seek to get back to you to deal with any concerns or queries 

as quickly as possible: 

 

In order to contact any of these colleagues please use first initial, then surname, then the usual St Anselm’s 

suffix; for example a.person@st-anselms.org.uk. Please also note that Mr Rowarth has assumed the role of 

Senior Assistant Headteacher and he will deputise for me on occasions when I am not in school. 
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As per my advice before the summer, we want to help you to ensure that your child is safe in enjoying the 

educational and leisure benefits of the internet. There are a number of sites that are available to help and 

support parents in keeping their children safe online: 

 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-and-resources/parents-and-carers/safety-tools-on-online-

services/social-networks  

www.thinkuknow.co.uk  

www.kent.gov.uk/esafety  

https://support.snapchat.com/en-US/  

https://www.facebook.com/help/  

https://help.instagram.com/  

 

Thankfully dangerous or criminal incidents online involving our children remain very rare. However, if you 

are worried that your child is at risk of harm or that criminal offence has been committed then you can report 

your concerns to the Police or Children’s Social Care. You can contact Kent Police via 101 or 999 if there is 

immediate risk or CEOP by visiting www.ceop.police.uk and using the “Click CEOP” reporting button. You 

can also contact Kent Children’s Social Services on 03000 41 11 11, or email social.services@kent.gov.uk. 

We are always available at school to support and advise you as well. 

 

We will continue this year to encourage the children at St Anselm’s to think about and understand the 

fundamental British Values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance for 

those with different faiths and beliefs. These are inextricably linked to our Catholic Values and Ethos. Each 

week in lessons, assemblies and PSHE children will have opportunities to learn about and consider a different 

aspect of these values. 

 

I would like to remind you that our uniform requirements are available on the school website: 

http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/About-Us/School-Uniform. We have added some guidance and 

photographs to the webpage about suitable footwear for school and please look at this if you are in any doubt. 

Trainers, shoes with sports logos and canvass shoes are not acceptable footwear. Please also note that trousers 

worn by boys and girls must be appropriately tailored and not made of denim. 

 

Please remember that every student is expected to have certain equipment for their learning with them every 

day. These are listed below. In the event that any parent or carer needs financial assistance with the purchase 

of any items of uniform or equipment please contact me or your son/daughter’s Head of House in confidence. 

 

Essential Desirable 

Pencil case 

2 pens – blue or black ink 

1 HB pencil 

30cm ruler 

Rubber 

Sharpener 

Scientific calculator  

Geometry set: protractor, set square, compass 

Reading book 

Student planner 

Bag with dimensions at least 40cm x 30 cm. 

1B or 2B pencil 

Coloured pencils: 12 mixed colours 

Highlighting pens 

Large, labelled, Tupperware box (for F&HS) 

 

I have attached to the end of this letter the school’s attendance policy. Please remember that we expect pupils 

to maintain attendance of at least 96% over the year and that if a student arrives after 9.10am then this is 

marked as an absence by law. 
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I would also like to draw parents’ and carers’ attention once again to another government initiative, the Pupil 

Premium Grant. This is allocated to schools to help fund educational resources for children from families who 

are currently eligible for free school meals. The funding also includes children in care, children from service 

families and has recently been extended to include any child who has been in receipt of free school meals in 

the last six years. In addition there is funding available for adopted children. There is a very substantial 

amount of additional financial help available for these families as a result of the Pupil Premium and we are 

keen to engage with families to ensure that this funding is used to maximum effect. For more information 

please contact Mrs Carney in confidence: a.carney@st-anselms.org.uk. I would also urge all families who are 

eligible for free school meals to ensure that they register for this entitlement. Further details are available from 

House Offices or on the KCC website.  

 

A reminder that we will be taking our usual two-week holiday in October again this year, but that this year we 

will be taking our five CPD days consecutively the week before the scheduled half-term holiday. This means 

that the school will be closed to students between Monday 17 October and Friday 28 October. I have copied 

below our term dates for next academic year. 

 

Finally I would like to thank you in advance for your support for the school this year. By working in 

partnership, the students at St Anselm’s, their parents/carers and the staff at the school can continue to secure 

the very best and most enjoyable educational experience possible. We are all looking forward to working with 

you and your children this year. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 

 

Term Dates 2016-17 

 

Start of Term 1 05 September 2016 (Year 7 and Year 12 only) 

Start of Term 1 06 September 2016 (all students) 

End of Term 1 14 October 2016 

Start of Term 2 31 October 2016 

End of Term 2 21 December 2016 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 

Start of Term 3 03 January 2017 

End of Term 3 10 February 2017 

Start of Term 4 20 February 2017 

End of Term 4 31 March 2017 

Start of Term 5 18 April 2017 

End of Term 5 26 May 2017 

Start of Term 6 05 June 2017 

End of Term 6 21 July 2017 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 
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Attendance Policy 
 

As you are aware, the school is under ever-increasing pressure to meet targets set by the Local Authority and 

Central Government for the students’ attendance at school. Currently, it is expected that your child’s 

minimum attendance should be 95%, which equates to having ten days off school in the year. For most 

students, this is not an unrealistic target. I urge you to support your child and the school in trying to reach this 

target. Research shows conclusively that absence from school is the single most important factor affecting a 

child’s progress and achievement. If there are concerns about your child’s attendance or factors that may 

impact upon their attendance please contact either the relevant House Manager of the Attendance Officer as 

early as possible. Failure to do so will result in letters from the school and the possibility of a referral to 

Education Welfare Service. 

 

Lateness 

If your child arrives in school after 8.50am but before 9.10am, when our registers close, they are to sign IN 

with their house office, this will then be recorded as a Lateness. If your child arrives after 9.10am then this is 

counted as an unauthorised lateness and goes against your child’s attendance record, too many instances of 

this could result in a Penalty Notice being issued and a fine of £60 per parent. 

 

The only exception to this is where there has been an incident on the roads or a bus has broken down; missing 

the bus does not fall into this category. In the event of your child being too ill to attend school please ensure 

that you call the absence line (01227 826200, select Option 1), before 9.30am to report the reason for your 

child’s absence. 

 

Absences 

At St Anselm’s we use a system called Truancy Call to contact parents whose child has not arrived at school. 

If your child has arrived late and then not signed into their house office you will receive a call from this 

system, please respond to this ASAP. If you receive a call from this system please DO NOT text future 

absences to this number, please use the school absence number:- 01227 826200 selecting option 1. 

 

Medical Appointments and Leaving Early 

If your child is absent due to a medical appointment, evidence will be required otherwise it will be recorded as 

unauthorised. When a medical appointment falls during the school day and your child is required to leave 

school, your child will need to sign OUT in the main admin office with the Attendance Officer. Please provide 

your child with either the appointment letter / card or a note, without this they will not be given permission to 

leave the school grounds. 

 

Holidays 

The school will not authorise requests for holidays in term time except in exceptional circumstances. Should 

you wish to request a leave of absence, please submit your request in writing for the attention of the 

Attendance Leader stating the dates and reason for the request. An unauthorised holiday can lead to a Penalty 

Notice being issued and a fine of £60 per parent. 

 

Thanking you in anticipation of your support 
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School Uniform Requirements 

 

It is the Governors’ policy that the full school uniform, as set out below, must be worn by all students in 

Years 7-11, and this includes travelling to and from school. We look for the total co-operation from parents 

and their children in this matter. As far as costs are concerned, school uniform will be found perhaps less 

expensive than other items of fashion, which students would otherwise expect parents to buy. Only school 

uniform should be worn inside school buildings.  No hoodies are allowed on the premises. 

 

Boys Girls 

Blazer Black with school badge Blazer Black with school badge 

Trousers Plain black or charcoal grey (no 

jeans, chinos or other fashion 

trousers) 

Trousers Plain black (not fashion trousers, i.e.  

waisted trousers, not hipsters and not 

skin-tight) 

  Skirt ONLY the school official plain grey 

skirt. 

Shirt Plain white school shirt Shirt Plain white school shirt 

Tie House tie Tie House tie 

Shoes Plain black or brown (no 

trainers, no sports logos or 

canvas) 

Shoes 

 

Plain black, low heels (no trainers, boots, 

fashion shoes, logo’s or canvas footwear) 

Jumper V-necked jumper or cardigan, 

black (crew neck pullovers, 

sweatshirts or fleeces are not 

allowed) 

Jumper V-necked jumper or cardigan, black 

(crew neck pullovers, sweatshirts or  

fleeces and logos are not allowed) 

Socks Black Ankle Socks White or Black 

 

Apron 

 

For Home Economics & Design 

Technology 

Tights 

Apron 

Black or Translucent 

For Home Economics & Design 

Technology 

 

Outdoor coats should be practical, warm and waterproof. No inappropriate logos. No denim or leather 

jackets. If a student is not in the correct uniform, a written note from his/her parent should be produced 

asking the School for exemption for a specific time. Year 11 can wear plain coloured shirts at the discretion 

of the Head of House. 

Appropriate footwear: 

 

Not appropriate footwear: 

 


