
 

January 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 

 

At the start of this new year we welcome Mrs P. Loughnane who will be Second in Charge in RE at St Anselm’s 

and hope that she enjoys her time with us. 

 

We have three enrichment and charity events coming up this term and I would ask for you to encourage your 

sons/daughters to participate in them: 

 

Wednesday 23rd January: Non-uniform day in aid of our Young Carer's Group.  

We have a number of students in school who care for sick relatives or younger siblings and we would like to 

raise enough money to support them with homework clubs and to give them a well-earned treat. 

 

Week beginning 4th February: Anselm's Greatest Dish.  

This will be held during tutor time on 4th, 5th, 7th and 8th February.  Students will have one hour to create a 

dish (and clear away!), using a maximum of five ingredients (excluding herbs, spices and seasoning). They can 

participate on any of the days except their Skills for Life or Assembly day, and can work in a group of no more 

than three. 

 

Week beginning 11th February: Have a Heart for St Valentine 

We are hoping to raise enough money for a defibrillator machine to be kept in the Sports Hall area. During that 

week, students will participate in a "fun run" around the school field on their enrichment day, and we will be 

selling roses and chocolates which students can send to their Valentine. There will be a non-uniform day on 

Thursday 14th February. 

 

I cannot stress enough the importance of reading everyday as it helps to improve access to all subjects in the 

curriculum, improve students’ vocabulary and, with the English GCSEs in particular, it is now fully exam based 

and relies heavily on a student’s reading ability.  We are looking for Volunteer Readers to listen to our Year 7 

students 1:1.  If anyone can spare some time to listen to Year 7 students read on a one to one basis then please 

email recruitment@st-anselms.org.uk  

 

We are looking for volunteers to help us on a: 

• Monday 13.30 – 15.30 (or part of) – every week 1 

• Friday 9.50 – 10.50 – every week 1 

• Mon 8.50 – 9.50 – every week 2 

• Tuesday 8.50 – 9.50 – every week 2 

• Friday 8.50 – 10.50 (or part of) – every week 2 

Some of you might be familiar with the Buster’s Book Club initiative from primary school, but reading becomes 

even more important as children get older - in fact, reading age is the most significant indicator of how well a 

child will do in all subjects at GCSE, not just English. The English Department are launching this established 

and highly successful reading initiative for Years 7 and 8 to encourage independent reading, and we hope that 

you will be able to support us in this venture. 

You will be receiving a letter explaining in full detail the principles of Buster’s Book Club, but to summarise it 

is way of us to work directly with you in encouraging your child’s reading, and that includes all reading: fiction, 

non-fiction, comics, magazines. All students in Years 7 and 8 have their Accelerated Reader book from school, 

so that should always be available to read. Buster’s challenge is to complete 20 minutes reading a day, and the 

students are given a special bookmark that you can sign to confirm that this is done - and note extra minutes of 
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reading above this target! A great way to encourage them to do this is to listen to their reading or pick up 

something to read yourself at the same time as they read. There are class and individual prizes involved for the 

most minutes read, and Kent Messenger, who run Buster’s, also have a range of school prizes which they give 

out throughout the year; it would be great if St Anselm’s could win one of those, and with your support we can!  

For more information contact Adam Anderson at a.anderson@st-anselms.org.uk.  

 

Please can I take this opportunity to remind parents and students of the key facts regarding the use of mobile 

phones/digital devices on the school site: 

 

• Students are allowed to bring mobile phones on to the school site, however this is at their own risk 

• All devices must be switched off during lesson time and stored out of site (in a pocket or bag) 

• Devices may be used in lessons at the direction of the class teacher 

• Students can use devices before 08.50am, at break and at lunchtime, and after 3.30pm (2.30pm on a 

Friday) 

• Students are not permitted to use devices during lesson changeover  

 

If a student fails to adhere to the above, they will have their phone confiscated until the end of that school day. 

A second offence will mean that the phone is confiscated for a further 24 hours and should a third offence occur 

we will no longer allow the student to have a device in school.  

 

Please can I also take the opportunity to remind Parents and Carers in regards to communication during the 

school day. Students wishing to contact home or parents wishing to contact students should do this via the 

school’s reception or their child’s respective House. This is no change to the existing procedure.  

 

If you need to make contact with us for any reason, your son/daughter’s tutor is available, as are our House 

teams: 

 

 Aquinas Bosco Merici Stein 6th Form 

Head of 

House 

Mr N Withey Mrs A Carney Miss K Penfold Mr S Locke Mrs S Ireland 

House 

Manager 

Mrs D Robertson Mrs T Duckett Mrs F Butcher Mrs J Cook Mrs J Dunne 

House 

support 

Mrs A Morris Miss S 

Kronenberg 

Miss A Saunders-

Yates 

Miss S Dixon  

 

In order to contact any of these colleagues please use first initial, then surname, then the usual St Anselm’s 

suffix; for example, a.person@st-anselms.org.uk. 

 

If you wish to contact a Curriculum Manager regarding a subject specific query, please use the same e-mail 

example as above and the details of our Curriculum Managers below: 

 

Subject  Staff  Subject  Staff  

Maths  Mr D O’Rourke English Mr S Scott 

Science  Mr L Norton Modern Foreign Languages  Mr D Reed 

Art  Mrs L Tucker ICT Mr C Barry 

Health and Food Science Mrs S Wynne RE Mrs M Weston 

DT Mr M Ireland History  Mr A Lees 

PA Miss S Woolford Social Sciences Mrs H Matthews 

PE Mr M Henderson Business Studies Mrs K D’Costa 

 

Year 11 GCSE English Language and Literature students will shortly receive their revision texts for GCSE 

English Language and should use these to address the areas of the course they most need to work on. Parents 

and carers may also wish to purchase independently the revision guide for Eduqas poetry available from 

Amazon ISBN: 978-1782943631. 

 

GCSE Geography students need to ensure that they have purchased the new revision guide that was written 

specifically to accompany the textbook used in class. These can be purchased via ParentPay for £5. 
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St Anselm’s is excited to be able to offer a brand-new cyber security club, a government funded programme for 

students in the UK aged 14-18. Cyber security is an umbrella term covering many varied and interesting areas 

of expertise. It can seem daunting but Cyber Security is a unique programme designed to introduce you to the 

field, highlight the potential job roles available and the pathways to achieving them. Whether your 

sons/daughters know a bit about coding, have heard of Linux, or they have never even considered a career to 

do with computers, they can have a go at Cyber Security; no prior experience is required. The programme offers 

support to gradually build their knowledge and guide them through unfamiliar concepts. Free and accessible 

online material means that they can get to grips with Cyber Discovery outside of lessons and work through it in 

their own time. Please encourage them to go along on Wednesday afternoon in D3 from 3.30 – 4.30pm. 

The PE department have asked me to let you know what clubs are currently being run and to encourage your 

son/daughter to attend as many as possible of these invaluable clubs: 

 

 

I would urge all families who are eligible for Free School Meals to ensure that they register for this entitlement 

as this generates additional funding for us to support your child’s learning and enrichment. Further details are 

available from House Offices, our website or on the KCC website: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-

children/schools/free-schoolmeals. 

 

For families who pay for their school meals, please make sure your child’s account is managed for Cashless 

Catering via ParentPay, to ensure that funds are available for canteen purchases as required.  

 

The Attendance target for all students is 100% with the school’s minimum expectation at 97%. This latter figure 

equates to just 6 full days or 12 sessions of absence for the whole academic year. Please inform your relevant 

House Manager of any barriers regarding attendance before communication and actions escalate in severity so 

that we can work together to minimise absences.  

 

A brief reminder about some attendance protocols:  

 

• Parents / Carers are required to inform the school of a student's absence on each day of absence through 

the direct phone line (Option 1) or email to the Attendance Officer attendance@st-anselms.org.uk  

• Please note that only a school can authorise an absence. Parents / Carers do not have the power to 

authorise absences. Ten unauthorised sessions are likely to result in the Penalty Notice 

procedure.  Unauthorised absences were coded for the vast majority of students who were absent on the 

last day of term in December.  

• Please inform our Attendance Officer in advance of any medical appointments and try to get these for 

mid-morning (attend school at normal time, sign out and back in again) or after 14.00, so that your child 

PE DEPARTMENT CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 2018-2019 TERM 3 

 LUNCHTIME Staff AFTER SCHOOL Staff 
 

MONDAY 

Fitness 

Boccia 

Dodgeball 

KF/MH 

SG 

6th form/AJA 

Cheerleading KF 

 

TUESDAY 

Fitness 

Cheerleading 

11B/Ns1 Intervention 1pm 

Boys & girls Basketball Y7 

(sports captains to lead) 

MH 

KF 

AJA 

GIH 

Girls Basketball fixtures KF 

 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Fitness 

Cross Country Running (3-5km) 

Boys Basketball  

KF/6th form 

AJA 

GIH/MH 

Trampolining KS4/Competition  

SW 

 

THURSDAY 

Fitness 

Girls Netball Y7&8 

Rugby all years 

SG/MH 

KF 

AJA 

Y9&10  indoor netball 3:30-4:15 

6th form & staff football 4:15-5:15 

 

F 

NJ/MN 

 

FRIDAY 

Fitness 

Y7&8 Trampolining 

Touch 

Wheelchair Basketball 

MH/GIH 

SW 

AJA 

SG 

Touch Rugby@ The Langton 4-

5pm  

AJA 
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can get both their morning and afternoon registration marks and minimise the impact on missed 

learning.  

• Always try to send your child to school even if they are feeling slightly unwell; if they are deemed to 

be too ill at school we will contact you to collect them, but we generally find that once here most 

students can cope with the school day. If your child has been sick during the night it would be prudent 

to keep them at home if they remain unwell in the morning. 

• Holidays are not authorised and will result in a Penalty Notice being issued if 10 sessions are missed. 

Please note that this PN is issued to each parent. 
 

Every winter brings the possibility of snow and ice. Extreme bad weather can cause widespread and prolonged 

disruption. Schools are often affected, and it can be difficult to maintain an education service.  As a fundamental 

principle every effort must be made to keep schools open, even if only limited numbers of pupils can attend. 

However, schools may close due to ‘unavoidable’ circumstances. Those circumstances being that it is no longer 

safe for staff or pupils to be onsite.  We recognise that it is important our school remains open so parents are able 

to work and students can continue to learn. St Anselm’s will make every effort to prepare for severe snow/ice 

this winter by gritting pathways, clearing access points etc.  However, if we do experience severe snow/ice 

resulting in hazardous conditions, I may have to take the decision to close the school. Once this decision has 

been made we will notify parents via the Kent Closures website and our school website. To determine whether 

St Anselm’s is open or closed during days of adverse weather please visit www.kentclosures.co.uk (search for 

the school in the search box) or http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/. The Kent Closures website can also 

be used to find out if other services in Kent are open or closed, such as nurseries, children’s centres and libraries. 

Parents can also listen to KMFM, BBC Radio Kent or Heart FM to hear if the school has closed. 

 

What can you do to help? 

 

• Please visit www.kent.gov.uk/winter for more information about gritting routes and travel issues around 

Kent so you can plan your journey. 

• Don’t forget suitable warm clothing – gloves, hats, scarves, wellies etc. or even a change of clothing for 

your child. 

• If you are a working parent or feel you may have a problem with a sudden earlier pick up, please could 

you put a back‐up plan in place with another family member or parent and inform the school. This will 

allow staff to leave earlier for their safety if weather dictates. 

 

Many thanks for your support in helping St Anselm’s remains open during periods of severe snow/ice. 

 

Finally, a reminder of term dates for the rest of the year: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr J Rowarth  

Academy Principal 

 

  

 

 

 

End of Term 3  15 February 2019 

Start of Term 4  25 February 2019 

End of Term 4 05 April 2019 

Start of Term 5  23 April 2019 

End of Term 5  24 May 2019 

Start of Term 6  03 June 2019  

End of Term 6  23 July 2019 (School closes at 1.30pm) 
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http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/
http://www.kent.gov.uk/winter


                

 

 

 

 

 
 

Target: 0 absences 
100% Attendance 

 

The minimum expectation for Attendance is 97%. In terms of absences over the 

academic year this equates to:  

6 full days or 12 sessions (am or pm). 
 

A Persistent Absentee is a student who misses 10% or more of school i.e. 90% or 

below. In terms of absences over the academic year this equates to: 

19 full days or 38 sessions (am or pm). 

95-96.9% Attendance is below the minimum expectation but could easily move up. In 

terms of absences over the academic year this (95%) equates to:  

9 full days or 18 sessions (am or pm). 
 

Good attendance is 98% & above. In terms of absences over the academic year this 

equates to: 

4 full days or 8 sessions (am or pm). 

 

91-92.9% Attendance is a significant concern. In terms of absences over the academic 

year this (91%) equates to:  

17 full days or 34 sessions (am or pm). 
 

93-94.9% Attendance is a concern. In terms of absences over the academic year this 

(93%) equates to:  

13 full days or 26 sessions (am or pm). 
 


