
 

 

 

 
 

March 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to inform you of a new development which will begin in the latter part of next term. 

As you know, we expect all our students to wear their uniform correctly and we thank you for 

your support in this. We have seen real progress with the quality of uniform in the last eighteen 

months but some things can still be improved upon.  To achieve this the school has decided to 

introduce a school uniform card which each student will be issued with and is expected to carry at 

all times. The card will have a three strike system, listing six uniform protocols some students 

regularly fail to adhere to. Once three strikes have been issued a same-day detention will be given. 

The students will receive further information regarding this in assemblies and I thank you in 

advance for support with this.  

 

For parents of students in Years 11 and 13, a reminder that we are now in the critical examination 

preparation period. Students should be revising over the Easter holidays and attending revision 

sessions at school where appropriate. All students have revision materials and should be aiming 

for between fifteen and twenty hours of revision a week. Thank you in advance for your support 

with this important work. 

 

We are looking forward very much to the school talent show which takes place on Wednesday 23 

March at 7pm. Please do come along to enjoy the many acts that are participating. I am grateful to 

Mr Morris and Mr Anderson for all their work in organising the show. 

 

May I remind parents and carers again to please not use the front or back school car parks to drop 

off or collect your sons/daughters. This brings unwanted traffic on to the site at a time of day 

when there are hundreds of children arriving at or leaving school. There is a very safe arrangement 

for parents and carers to drop off and collect from the park and ride. 

 

I would ask parents and carers to please continue to contact us on the first and any subsequent day 

of illness for your child, and as far as possible giving a reason for absence beyond ‘illness’ or 

‘sick’. 

 

I am grateful to the many parents who contacted me with messages of support for the school 

during the restructure of staffing that I wrote to you about previously. We are now some way 

through this process and I hope that you have not noticed any significant changes to the education 

your child is receiving. I am aware that there may have been some occasions when it has taken us 

a little longer to respond to requests that we would like and than you may have been used to. I 

hope and expect this to be only a temporary problem, but ask you to be understanding as the 

changes bed in. 

 

Many of you will remember my requests in the past to complete feedback on the school on 

Ofsted’s ‘parent view’ portal. Many of you have done this - thank you. The site provides us with 

useful information and is also used by prospective parents and Ofsted. I know many of you have 

positive things to say about the school and it would be really helpful if as many of you as possible 

complete the questionnaire. If you have time to do so, the parent view portal can be found at 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.  

 

Can I please remind all Year 10 and Year 12 parents to hand in details of students’ work 
experience placements to Mrs Wynne or Mrs Day as soon as possible.  If any student is still 

having difficulties in finding a placement please e-mail:  s.wynne@st-anselms.org.uk.  All details 

must be handed in by 11 April 2016 to enable health and safety checks to be carried out in time, 

thank you. 
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The Health and Food Science department would be most grateful if you could send in any empty 

biscuit tins or plastic sweet tubs for pupils to use when they need an extra container for taking 

home their dishes. I would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate all of the Year 10 

Catering students on their recent examinations. They did a fantastic job in producing four dishes 

each. 

 

After Easter we will begin work on our House gardens once again, with each form taking a turn to 

weed, plant and spruce up their own little patch of land. Also, during Activities Week, we plan to 

create a new garden area beside the canteen. This will include a mural painted on the wall, garden 

pots, and a scented herb garden. If you have any garden tools at home that are in good condition 

and you no longer want, please could you donate them to us? We especially need long-handled 

tools such as hoes, spades and rakes. We would also appreciate donations of paint which is 

suitable for outdoor use. If you have anything to donate please contact Mrs Kite: a.kite@st-

anselms.org.uk 

 

You will remember that we are working with the charity ‘Network for a Better World’ and Luntha 

High School in Malawi. The charity secretary, Richard Owens, has sent us this update: “It has 

been a tough season for our friends in the country because crops which were weakened by 

flooding last year have failed to grow this year because the rains never came. It is the poorest 

people in the world who are already feeling the effect of climate change. We have provided 

emergency food aid for a feeding project at Luntha High School because Simon Flint, our 

volunteer teacher there for the last two years, reported that youngsters were not eating anything for 

several days and attending school unable to concentrate. These short term challenges of meeting 

people's needs with emergency relief will carry on (including funding a large distribution of 

maize) but our focus is on long term improvements in their lives. In recent months we have started 

a homework club, rolled out a solar light programme for village homes and delivered training and 

support for primary headteachers in the area. As part of our partnership with St Anselm's we are 

looking forward to celebrating with you at Canterbury Cathedral on 21 April and we will be in 

school the next day to unveil some artwork in the lobby and to have input into some lessons. We 

would be very grateful of on that day students could come to school with a small offering for our 

work in Malawi. To keep informed about our work see www.n4bw.org.uk  and follow/share us on 

social media”. 

 

I have been asked by some parents whether we will be taking our customary two-week holiday in 

October/November again this year. Please note that we will be doing so, but that this year we will 

be taking our five CPD days consecutively the week before the scheduled half-term holiday. This 

means that the school will be closed to students between Monday 17 October and Monday 31 

October. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a restful, safe and happy Easter and holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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