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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I begin my letter to you this month with an update on the restructure of staffing that I wrote to you about some months 

ago. We have now completed this process and can plan for our new arrangements from September 2016. While this has 

been a difficult period of time for the many dedicated colleagues affected by the restructure we have at least been able to 

conclude matters with minimal direct impact on the educational experience of the children at St Anselm’s. We have 

made the savings that we needed to. The restructure has not led to any increase in class sizes, reduction in numbers of 

teaching groups or narrowing of the curriculum. We have not had to increase the numbers of lessons teachers have to 

teach. We will be able to maintain our House structure and a strong commitment to pastoral care, with two senior 

members of staff, as Head and Deputy Head of House, and a non-teaching House Manager, in each House. As such, I 

hope and expect that your children will continue to receive the same high quality teaching and strong pastoral care as 

they have enjoyed to date in the school. Thank you to all those who have expressed support for the school and my 

colleagues over these difficult recent months. 

 

I was very pleased to be able to recently attend the presentations given by our Duke of Edinburgh students after their 

Bronze Expeditions; all have either now completed or are very near completing their full Bronze Award. Our 

congratulations go to Cameron Young, Tom Allin, Jerome Swan, Kieran Abercrombie, Katie Northwood, Mae-Anna 

Lacey, Jessica Mitchell, Yasmin Crocker-Hames, Chloe Simpson, Ellie Knox, Sageka Rai, Kabita Garti-Magar, Noah 

Latham, Joel Magdalena, Fintan McCarthy, Ned McGuire and Kieran Fairclough-Kennett. 

 

I draw the attention of parents of pupils in the Sixth Form and Year 11 to KCC advice on the 16+ Travel Card. This will 

be available to order from Monday 6 June 2016 and the deadline to ensure that your pass is ready for September is 

Friday 15 July 2016.  Applications can be made directly through the KCC website, but payment should be made directly 

to the school that your son/daughter expects to attend in September (which will be St Anselm’s for the vast 

majority).  Students that have applied to our Sixth Form will receive a letter in the post shortly with details of how to 

apply.  Students who are not returning to St Anselm’s are advised to contact their new school/college for further 

assistance.  For further advice, please contact Mrs Day, Sixth Form Support Officer on 01227 826200. The KCC 16+ 

Travel Card Website can be found at http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travelling-around-kent/bus-travel/bus-

passes/16-travel-card 

 

A new development for us has been access being given to all students in Years 9, 10 and 11 to the ‘PiXL Maths App’. 

PiXL is short for Partners in Excellence, an educational organisation of which we are a member and one which has a 

strong track record in supporting good and outstanding pupil progress. The app can be found at 

http://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/ and can be used on any device including smart phones, tablets, laptops and home computers. 

Pupils can log in in using the school login (AS913), their user name is their surname then initial (e.g. waltersm) and the 

password is the same as their username. Pupils who have trialled this for us have found the app very helpful in boosting 

their maths work and we encourage them to aim to do 15 minutes every day! 

 

The Bosco Creative Festival takes place after Sports Day on Friday 24 June until 6.30 pm. This will give everyone an 

opportunity to see the wonderful Photography, Art and DT exam work in the subject areas as well as Drama, Music and 

Dance performances. Healthy food made by Catering students will be on sale and there will be fun workshops and 

activities for students (and parents) to partake in. All proceeds will go to charity. Prizes for various creative achievements 

will be awarded at 4pm involving all year groups. All parents and families are warmly invited to enjoy the afternoon and 

early evening to celebrate our very talented students’ work.  

 

Our school is moving forward in its links with Luntha High School in Malawi. We are now in the process of setting up 

our first visit to our partner school and to support this we will be holding various events in school. Our first event will be 

a readathon in the school aimed primarily at Key Stage 3 pupils but open to all. This will start on June 6 and finish on 

July 6 with a ‘Day in the Dark’ where we will black out some classrooms so that pupils can experience working 

conditions similar to those in Malawi. The money raised will provide our partner school with wind-up torches to allow 

pupils to complete homework. 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travelling-around-kent/bus-travel/bus-passes/16-travel-card
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travelling-around-kent/bus-travel/bus-passes/16-travel-card
http://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/


 

 

I have been asked by the owners of the Old Gate Inn pub, situated next to the school, to ask you not to drop off and 

collect your children in their car park please. This is particularly problematic for them after school and as the weather 

improves and so does their afternoon trade. I have no desire for the school or our parents to be in conflict with our 

neighbours and would be grateful if you could please avail yourselves of the arrangements to drop off and collect from 

the park and ride; thank you. 

  
Please note that while we are always sympathetic when children feel unwell it is important that pupils follow procedures 

and report to the school medical room if they feel that they need to go home. We have had a recent spate of phone calls 

being made direct to parents by their children on their mobile phones and in some cases parents then arriving to collect 

their child without the school knowing. At times it may be appropriate for a child to go home if they feel unwell but often 

we can manage minor ailments in school. Please support us by reminding your son/daughter of the need to report to the 

medical room in the event that they contact you direct saying that they feel unwell. 

 

Thank you for your support to date with our new uniform cards. As you are aware, this card needs to be carried by all 

pupils at all times and it lists six uniform protocols that are sometimes not adhered to. We are operating a “three strike” 

system, and once three infringements have occurred a same-day detention is given. We have already noticed a further 

improvement in uniform and less inconsistency so we feel that this is a helpful development in the school. 

 

A reminder that we will be taking our usual two-week holiday in October again this year, but that this year we will be 

taking our five CPD days consecutively the week before the scheduled half-term holiday. This means that the school will 

be closed to students between Monday 17 October and Friday 28 October. I have copied below our term dates for next 

academic year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 

 

Term Dates 2016-17 

 

Start of Term 1 05 September 2016 (Year 7 and Year 12 only) 

Start of Term 1 06 September 2016 (all students) 

End of Term 1 14 October 2016 

Start of Term 2 31 October 2016 

End of Term 2 21 December 2016 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 

Start of Term 3 03 January 2017 

End of Term 3 10 February 2017 

Start of Term 4 20 February 2017 

End of Term 4 31 March 2017 

Start of Term 5 18 April 2017 

End of Term 5 26 May 2017 

Start of Term 6 05 June 2017 

End of Term 6 21 July 2017 (school closes at 1.30 pm) 

 

 

 


