
 

 

 

23 November 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

You will remember that I wrote to you earlier in the year about two Parent Governor positions that 

we needed to fill. I am very grateful to everyone who stood, nominated and voted. I am pleased to 

announce that after the ballot Mrs Helena Barber and Mr David Scott will be our elected Parent 

Governors; we are looking forward to working with them both. I would also like to take the 

opportunity to thank Mr Brian Simpson, whose term of office has come to an end. Mr Simpson has 

been an invaluable source of advice in relation to the management of the school premises and in 

chairing our Resources Committee; we are all very grateful to him. 

 

I am afraid that I have to return once again to the matter of the safe dropping off and collection of 

children to and from school. We continue to have to ask parents and carers not to come onto the 

school site, especially at the start of the day, and this brings us into unnecessary confrontation on 

some occasions. In addition, I have recently had to deal with some inconsiderate use of the facilities 

made available to us in the Park and Ride, with parents using the wrong exit in an effort to bypass a 

short queue. Inevitably it is busy around the school site at the start and end of the day, and with due 

regard to the vast majority of parents and carers who follow the guidance and are considerate, I ask 

once again for everyone to support us in appropriate conduct in relation to this matter and to keeping 

all of our children safe. 

 

I have also had cause in recent weeks to speak to some small groups of pupils about appropriate 

conduct on our school buses. A small minority of pupils do not adhere to the high standards that we 

expect and I do not like having to deal with complaints about boisterous behaviour and litter. I would 

be grateful if parents and carers could support us in reinforcing this position and encourage pupils to 

make us aware via House offices in the event that these things continue to happen on any of the 

buses. We will liaise with Stagecoach and take action to put a stop to it. 

 

Following questions from a few parents, please note that next academic year we will revert to our 

additional week’s holiday being after half term next year, from 30 October to 3 November, 

effectively meaning school is closed from Friday 20 October to Monday 6 November 2017. This will 

align us with the other three local schools who make similar arrangements and equalise the length of 

the two half-terms between September and Christmas. 

 

We have been asked to share some information with you relating to choosing sports and other clubs 

for your children. While these activities are invaluable to children you will want to be sure that those 

working with your children are suitably qualified and vetted. To that end, the sorts of questions that 

you might want to consider include: 

 

 Are staff and volunteers appropriately qualified & suitable to work with children?  

 Does the organisation have a child protection policy?  

 Does the organisation have a written code of behaviour/conduct?  

 What arrangements are there for away fixtures and other events?  

 What training has been provided for staff and volunteers?  

 Does the club have a clear health and safety policy?  

 Would they be able to contact you in an emergency?  
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It has been nearly three years since our last Ofsted inspection so we are due to be visited again any 

time now. I have mentioned in my letters to you before the Ofsted Parent View portal, which is 

available for parents to give feedback on their child’s school at any time. This is an avenue for 

concerns to be expressed, but also I hope for parents and carers to express the things that the school 

does effectively. In order to gain a balanced view of the school and the provision we make for 

children, it is important that any prospective inspection team see feedback from as many parents and 

carers as possible. To that end, I would be grateful if you could spend a few minutes completing the 

questionnaire: http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

 

As you know, we have an active PTA who carry out much fundraising, all of which benefits the 

students. If you feel able to contribute some of your time to the PTA, this would be most welcome. 

Please contact our staff link, Mrs Cook on j.cook@st-anselms.org.uk to express your interest. 

 

Please remember that we expect pupils to maintain attendance of at least 96% over the year and that 

if a student arrives after 9.10am then this is marked as an absence by law. In order to make 

communication with our Attendance Officer, Mrs Williams, easier for parents we have set up a 

dedicated attendance email address. This is Attendance@st-anselms.org.uk . We will increasingly be 

using email as the main method of contact with parents, as opposed to post or phone calls. 

 

I would like to draw your attention to an interesting website which outlines the potential decline in 

school budgets: http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/schools. There are implications for St Anselm’s and 

for many of our feeder primary schools and I believe that this will be of interest for some of you. 

 

Finally, a reminder that term ends on Wednesday 21 December at 1.30 pm. I wish you all a relaxing 

and happy Christmas and New Year. 

 

With all best wishes as always, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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