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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

You will remember that I wrote to you earlier this year regarding behaviour in school. 

At the time, we had concerns about a small minority of children who were prone to 

being silly and boisterous at break and lunchtimes and occasionally in lessons. A very 

few were being rude to staff. There were a larger number of students who were not 

wearing their uniform correctly. I asked you for your support in ensuring that this sort 

of behaviour was discouraged and we introduced a system of same-day detentions for 

those who could not adhere to the school rules. We have worked with individual 

children and their families, sometimes involving external agencies. Senior staff have 

been visiting every classroom and every lesson. Teachers have maintained their high 

expectations. We have sought to reward those who have tried hard and are now 

behaving better. I am delighted to be able to report that the children have responded 

really well and that there has been a huge improvement. Thank you to all of you who 

have helped us and worked with us in our efforts to ensure that this is a school where 

children feel happy, safe and able to learn. We will, of course, continue to strive to 

maintain high expectations and standards and look forward to your ongoing support 

with this. 

 

I would like to note, however, that we do still have concerns about the behaviour of 

some children on their journeys to and from school on our buses. We are dealing still 

with too many incidents where children are being silly and behaving inappropriately. 

Stagecoach have had to make contact with some families to remind them of what is 

expected. Please ensure that your son/daughter understands that the expectations we 

have of them while they are on the school site extend to their use of public transport 

to and from school. 

 

The examination season is now underway and we have all been impressed by the 

dedication and effort of those students in Years 11, 12 and 13 in ensuring that they are 

as well prepared as possible. I am, of course, also very grateful to my colleagues for 

all their hard work, many of whom have given up evenings, weekends and holidays to 

give students additional support and help. We look forward to some excellent results 

and wish all those taking examinations well. Please would parents of Year 11 students 

note that the GCSE Mathematics examinations are on the 4
 
and 8 June; the Maths 

Department are holding revision sessions for these on the morning of 3 June and the 

afternoon of the 4 June. All Year 11 students should attend these revision sessions 

unless they have another examination at the same time. A further note to parents of 

Year 11 students that any unwanted items of uniform can be donated to House Offices 

when the examination season is over, with thanks in advance for your generosity. 

 

A reminder that Cycle 3 Reports for all years are now available to view on the SIMS 

Learning Gateway (SLG).  The SLG can be found on the school’s website on the 

‘useful links & information’ tab, click on ‘useful links’, then the SLG icon. You will 

need a username and password to access the SLG, please email h.smith@st-
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anselms.org.uk if you do not have one. The technical issues that we recently 

experienced with SLG have now been resolved and we thank you for your patience 

during this time. If you do not have access to the internet and require a paper copy of 

your child’s report then please contact your child’s House Office. Please also note that 

the timetable for end-of-year examinations for Years 7 to 10 are on the school 

website; all students will receive a paper copy of this as well. Please note the timings 

of these important examinations and support your son/daughter in making time for 

them to revise. 

 

I would like to draw to your attention that the Department of Education has conducted 

a piece of research which estimates 200,000 children within full-time education who 

are eligible are not claiming Free School meals (FSM). In the South East, 23% of 

parents are failing to claim this entitlement. A child may be eligible to receive FSM if 

the parent(s) are in receipt of one of the following: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part V of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit 

 Working Tax Credit 

We would strongly encourage anyone who is eligible for this support to claim it. As 

well as being a help to the child and his/her family, it also brings additional resources 

to the school to support that child’s education. Please contact your child’s House 

Office for more information.  

 

Thank you to those of you who have made the effort to complete feedback on the 

school on Ofsted’s ‘parent view’ portal. If you have time to do so, the parent view 

portal can be found at http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.  

 

On Tuesday 23 June we will be holding our first “Inspirational Women in Sport Day”. 

We have invited inspirational women from a variety of sporting fields including 

fitness bloggers, journalists, athletes and representatives from “This Girl Can”, a 

campaign run by Sport England to encourage females of all ages to become more 

involved in sport and physical activity.  All girls will be receiving a letter with a reply 

slip that needs to be handed into Miss Cruickshank in the PE department by 

Wednesday 10
 
June to secure a place; please note that places will be allocated on a 

first come, first served basis; the event is free.  

 

Finally, please note that on the last day of the summer term, Friday 24 July, school 

will close at 1.30pm. Students will be provided with some shuttle buses to Canterbury 

town centre. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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