
 

 

 

 

 

January 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that you all had a good Christmas and I wish you all a Happy New Year. We have had a busy 

start to the new term, especially those pupils in Years 11, 12 and 13 who have been sitting their 

mock examinations. Results will be given out to Sixth Form pupils in their lessons and to Year 11 

pupils in a special assembly on 25 January. We have been pleased by how well pupils have applied 

themselves to these examinations. 

 

As we enter the coldest part of the winter I wish to remind you of arrangements in the event of snow. 

We will always endeavour to keep the school open. However, if conditions are such that the site 

itself is likely to be dangerous for children, or if there are likely to be insufficient staff on site to 

ensure safe supervision, we will have to fully or partially close. The school website will be updated 

as soon as a decision is made and announcements will be made on local radio stations and via the 

KCC school closures website: http://www.kentclosures.co.uk  

 

Please remember that we are expected to ensure that pupils maintain attendance of at least 96% over 

the year and that if a student arrives after 9.10am then this must be marked as an absence by law. In 

the event that a pupil’s absence drops below 90% the school is required to take action and to keep 

records of this action. This may mean: 

 

 That you receive a letter informing you about our concerns or asking for medical evidence for 

future absences. 

 That we ask you to come in and meet with us so that we can discuss how we can support your 

son/daughter to maintain good attendance. 

 That your son/daughter is required to stay after school to enable him/her to catch up on work 

missed through absence. 

 

I would ask you to be understanding in the event that you are contacted by colleagues about 

attendance and to remember that our motive in doing so is to try and ensure that your child is able to 

be as successful as possible in his/her studies. There is considerable evidence that good attendance at 

school is one of the most important factors in fulfilment of a child’s potential. 

 

In the event that you son/daughter is absent from school, please ensure that you let us know as soon 

as possible and please do so on each day of his/her absence. If you telephone the school about an 

absence, please select option 1 and this will take you through to the absence line. In order to make 

communication with our Attendance Officer, Miss West, easier for parents we have set up a 

dedicated attendance email address. This is Attendance@st-anselms.org; please use this email 

address for communication about absences and upcoming medical appointments. While we 

understand that some medical appointments have to happen during school hours we would be 

grateful if you could ensure that wherever possible such appointments do not happen during the 

school day. 
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Please note that in an effort to reduce both the school’s carbon footprint and printing costs, we will 

be distributing reports as of now only electronically via SIMS Learning Gateway (SLG). We will 

also be emailing the vast majority of letters, including my regular letters to parents, rather than 

posting them or using ‘pupil post’. The vast majority of parents are already users of SLG; if you need 

a log on please contact the school on slg@st-anselms.org.uk. If you are unable to access the internet 

and/or you do not have an email address, please contact your son/daughter’s House office and they 

will arrange for a copy of your child’s report to be sent to you. Please also remember to inform the 

school if you change your email address. 

 

You will have seen in the media recently the increased emphasis being placed on good mental health 

for adolescents. All the evidence shows that with good mental health, children enjoy their lives more, 

are better able to deal with stress and difficult times, are able to learn better and do better at school 

and are able to navigate the online world safely and beneficially. Childhood and teenage years are 

when mental health patterns are developed, so a child with good mental health is much more likely to 

have good mental health as an adult, to be able to take on adult responsibilities and to fulfil their 

potential, as per our mission at St Anselm’s for each child to develop to achieve their full potential 

academically, spiritually and socially. In addition to the pastoral House support we have here at the 

school there are a number of different opportunities and wellbeing programmes that form part of our 

curriculum. Our aims are to work towards eliminating the stigma around mental health issues and for 

our school community to know how they can maintain mental wellbeing. To this end, there will be a 

new area on our school website with practical tips, information and “How to Guides” on supporting 

the mental wellbeing of your family and oneself.  You will also get a feel for the different 

opportunities your child will experience on a day to day basis. 

 

For those parents whose children require regular medication, a polite reminder to please ensure that 

the school is regularly supplied with anything required for management of your son/daughter’s 

condition. This applies especially at the moment to asthma inhalers as the weather is getting colder. 

 

The mathematics department have asked me to remind you that pupils are required to attend 

mathematics lessons and examination with the correct equipment. This is a pen, pencil, protractor, 

ruler, eraser, compasses and a scientific calculator. Please also be aware that over the coming months 

the maths department will be holding information sessions for parents on new approaches to maths 

teaching, changes to GCSE and homework in maths. We will update you via email and the school 

website. 

 

You will be aware that a number of our Sixth Form pupils are currently fundraising for charity trips 

to support our partner schools in Cambodia and Malawi. During February 2017 Argo Life & Legacy 

have kindly offered to donate £50 from their standard Will fees for each Will prepared for members 

of staff and family members of students (past or present), to help with this fundraising. 

Appointments will be available in the evenings and weekends and some further information is 

included with this letter. To book a time or to find out more please call 01227 700702 or email 

simon@argolifeandlegacy.co.uk 

 

Pupils continue to be involved in a range of charity work in the school. Thank you to those who 

contributed to the British Legion appeal, we raised £160. This term Aquinas House is hoping to run a 

Year 9 disco to raise money for their House charity and students will be visiting form rooms to 

collect for Sense, the deafblind charity, to support a former student who is running the London 

marathon later this year. On Friday 17 March, there will be a Quiz Night in the school hall to raise 

money for the Cambodia fund, more details will follow nearer the time. 

 

mailto:slg@st-anselms.org.uk
mailto:simon@argolifeandlegacy.co.uk


I am grateful to those parents and carers who have completed feedback on the school on the Ofsted 

Parent View portal. We are expecting an inspection at any time, so if you have time to do this we 

would be very grateful. The questionnaire can be found by searching for ‘St Anselm’s Catholic 

School, Canterbury’ at http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk. Please click on ‘give your views’, register 

and complete the questionnaire. 

 

We have recently seen an increase in pupils misplacing parts of their school uniform, PE kit and 

personal possessions during PE lessons. We would be grateful for your support in reminding your 

son/daughter that they should use the pegs in the changing rooms to keep all their possessions 

together and that they must hand their valuables into the PE office so that they can be locked in the 

safe. If valuables are left in the changing rooms they are at risk of being damaged or stolen as the 

changing rooms cannot always be secured. If students lose part of their PE kit they should ensure 

they regularly check both lost property and with the PE department (outside of lessons times). 

Furthermore, students should bring a note confirming that they have lost kit and bring in suitable 

alternative kit to wear until their PE kit turns up or new kit has arrived from AmbitionSport online 

(http://www.ambitionsport.com). It is more likely for students’ lost kit to be returned to its rightful 

owner if all pieces of kit are labelled with name or initials. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

As you know, we have a PTA who carry out much fundraising, all of which benefits the students. 

The membership of this group has dwindled a little and we would welcome new members and new 

ideas. If you feel able to contribute some of your time to the PTA, this would be most welcome. 

Please contact our staff link, Mrs Cook on j.cook@st-anselms.org.uk to express your interest. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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