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16 January 2018 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to start my first letter of 2018 by wishing you all a very Happy New Year. We are looking 

forward at St Anselm’s to a productive year and we thank you in advance for your ongoing support for the 

school. As always, pupils in Years 11 and 13 in particular have much to focus on over the coming weeks as 

they prepare for their public examinations. We will be supporting them with intervention, mentoring and 

revision programmes and there will be considerable further correspondence with parents and carers of pupils 

in these year groups over the coming months. I have attached to the bottom of this letter some information for 

Year 11 parents and pupils about revision programmes and key dates. 

 

As you know, January and February are the months when we are most likely to be affected by poor weather 

and the possibility of snow and ice. Although we will always make every effort to keep the school open, 

sometimes we may have to close if it is no longer safe for staff or pupils to be onsite or to travel to and from 

school safely. As always, we have prepared as thoroughly as possible and we have plans in place to ensure 

gritting of pathways, clearing access points and maintenance of heating and hot water. We also have a robust 

risk assessment in place which will help us to determine whether or not the school can safely remain open. If 

we do experience severe snow/ice resulting in hazardous conditions and we decide to close the school we will 

notify parents and carers via the Kent Closures website: www.kentclosures.co.uk. It may be helpful to know that 

the Kent Closures website can also be used to find out if other services in Kent are open or closed, such as 

nurseries, children’s centres and libraries. You can sign up for SMS/Email alerts on the Kent Closures website 

and information will also be broadcast on KMFM, BBC Radio Kent and Heart FM if the school has closed. 

 

We would like to thank all pupils and parents who supported our charity events in recent months and in 

particular in the week before the Christmas holidays. We raised over £1000 during that week for various 

charities: Pilgrim's Hospice, Breast Cancer Now, Diabetes Research, Teenage Cancer Trust, The Little 

Princess Trust and the Lady Mayoress' Charity. Thank you to everyone involved and everyone who donated. 

 

You are cordially invited to our inaugural ‘New Year Showcase’ on Wednesday 31 January at 7pm. The 

showcase will be a celebration of performances from all year groups, and some of our tutors/teachers, 

including a range of content from Queen chart hits, to classic pop and musicals! Tickets are available to 

purchase on parentpay.com and all proceeds are going towards The Brain Tumour Charity. For more 

information please email a.saunders-yates@st-anselms.org.uk. 

 

Can I remind you please that pupils in Years 7-10 should have full St Anselm's PE kit for their PE lessons. In 

particular, girls must ensure that they have correct/appropriate leggings and boys should have the right shorts 

/tracksuit bottoms. If pupils fail to bring the correct kit they will be sanctioned as per the PE department 

policy. The PE section of the school website has more information including what is required and details of 

the Ambition Sport website (our school kit provider). If there are any issues with PE kit please contact your  
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son/daughter’s PE teacher in the first instance, or Mr Henderson, the Curriculum Manager for PE. I have 

copied below details of this term’s PE clubs and activities. 

 

Once again I would urge all families who are eligible for Free School Meals to ensure that they register for 

this entitlement as this generates additional funding for us to support your child’s learning and enrichment. 

Further details are available from House Offices, our website or on the KCC website: 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals . In addition there is a substantial 

amount of funding available for adopted children. If you wish us to know that your child is adopted please 

inform the relevant House Manager if you have not yet done so. A focus for us last year was to identify our 

Young Carers so that we can support them more in school and this continues to be a focus for us. We will be 

reminding pupils of this in week beginning 22 January with assemblies and follow-up activities. Again I 

would urge you to inform us if your child is a Young Carer, if you/they have not already done so, by 

contacting their House Manager. Please be assured that we treat all such discussions with the utmost 

sensitivity. 

 

Finally, may I remind parents and carers again of a few organisational matters that you can help us with: 

 

• Please do not come onto the school site to drop off or collect your child/children. The Park & Ride at the 

back of the school is free to use for up to 30 minutes and children should be collected from there. 

• Please remind your son/daughter that if they feel unwell, they should go to the medical room. There they 

will be assessed and staff will make a decision as to whether you need to be contacted to collect them. 

Pupils should not be contacting parents/carers directly asking to be picked up from school because they 

feel ill. 

• If your son/daughter has any unreturned library books at home we would be grateful if these could come 

back to Mrs Leather please. We would also welcome any donations of fiction or non-fiction books for our 

library which may be suitable for our pupils. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

    
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 
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Information for Year 11 pupils and their parents/carers 

 

Key dates 

 

1 February Year 11 Parents’ Evening 4-7pm: a chance to meet teachers and discuss progress. 

 

23 February Year 11 Academic Review Day: a 1:1meeting for pupils and parents with a teacher/SLT member 

at St Anselm’s to discuss GCSE preparation and post-16 options. You will be contacted about the timings of 

this day at a later date. 

 

28 February: Year 11 Revision Launch Night 7pm: an evening introducing pupils to the school’s revision 

programme and support. Attendance by pupils and parents is very important as this is the evening when 

all revision materials and our revision USB will be distributed. 

 

3-13 April: Easter Revision Sessions: these will be taking place in the school over the Easter holidays and will 

be available to all pupils. We strongly encourage attendance at these sessions, especially for those who are 

invited to attend them. We realise that some parents/carers may have already booked holidays; if you have 

not, it will be very helpful if your son/daughter is available to attend some of these sessions. 

 

14 May-22 June: Public Examinations period for GCSEs. 

 

Information from Core Subjects 

 

Mathematics – Mr O’Rourke 

 

All members of Year 11 should have now received their Mathematics revision materials. This is work to 

support their ongoing exam paper homework that they get each week. This additional Mathematics revision 

should take between two and three hours each week to ensure that pupils are revising as effectively as possible 

for their examinations in the summer. 

 

English – Mrs Scott 

 

Pupils in Year 11 have been issued with their logins and passwords for the Pixllit App. These are the same as 

those issued for their PixlMaths App. This is a vital resource and assists students not only in consolidation of 

plot, character and theme for set texts to examined in GCSE English Literature, but also helps with 

memorizing the key quotations which do need to be mastered.  Students have completed their re-reading of 

either 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' or 'A Christmas Carol'. Revision workbooks have been issued to all students 

and used as part of the teaching process. Students are now at liberty to complete tasks within these as part of 

their ongoing revision and to submit work for marking to their teachers, they should be seeking to do some 

work on this every week. 
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Science – Mr Norton 

 

The Science department have taken various steps to support our Year 11 students in their revision. These 

measures are summarised below; full details are available via the Science area of the school website by 

clicking on the ‘Curriculum’ tab along the top menu bar. 

 

1) There is a great deal of advice and information for our Year 11 students on the Science area of the school 

website. This includes a link to the specifications for each of our GCSE courses which provide important 

details about how (and on what) students will be examined. 

2) All students have been added to an online group for the course that they study. These operate on 

SharePoint via Office365 and contain resources which have been collated by teachers to support students 

in their revision. They also offer a conversation feature which allows students to post questions in order to 

obtain support from other students, as well as any teacher who teaches that specific course. 

3) Students have access to an online revision/homework site called ‘Kerboodle’ which offers a wide range of 

useful resources, including access to a digital version of the GCSE textbook that they use in lessons. 

4) Additional revision guides are on sale through the Science department. These are available via ParentPay 

and the Science Office in B Block.
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 LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

 
MONDAY 
 

 
Y9-11 Fitness                                         MH/JR 
Y7&8 Girls Basketball                           SW 
(G.Rawlins & G.Hughes) 
Boccia                                                        SG 
Cross Country Club                               AJA 

 
GCSE Intervention (MOA5)                SW 
 
 
 

 
TUESDAY 

 
Y7 & 8 Fitness                                           CB 
GCSE Intervention (MOA5)                 MG 
Y7&8 Boys Basketball                           MH 
(M.Barber & E.Tighe) 
Rugby training                                       AJA 

 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
Y8 Football training                               AJA 
Girls only Fitness                            MH/GIH 
Y9&10 Girls Basketball                         SW 
(G.Rawlins & G.Hughes) 

 
GCSE /Competitive Trampolining   SW               
Y12&13 BTEC Intervention              GIH 

 
THURSDAY 

 
Y9-11 Fitness                                            MG 
Y9&10 Boys Basketball                         GIH 
(M.Barber & E.Tighe) 

 
After school detentions         PE rotation 
6th Form Football 3:30-4:15                 AJA 

 
FRIDAY 

Y7 & 8 Fitness                                    MH/GIH 
Year 7&8 Trampolining                        SW 
(L.Turner-Charmers) 
Wheelchair basketball                           SG 
Touch rugby                                           AJA 
(T.Leather & E.Tighe) 

 
Touch Rugby@ The Langton 4-6pm AJA 
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