
 

 

 

 

 

 

20 October 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It is regrettable that I have to begin my latest letter to you again talking about school funding. However, this is 

a significant issue for all schools that shows no sign at present of becoming any less of a problem for us. 

Recent announcements by government of extra funding will temporarily plug holes for some schools but 

school funding remains a huge concern for all school leaders. We have been asked by the teaching and 

headteacher unions to inform parents of the ongoing campaign to secure better and fairer funding for schools. 

Better funding would ensure that schools are equipped to provide the education that our young people deserve 

and that our society needs. There are a range of ways you can get involved and these include lobbying your 

MP and joining the national lobby of Parliament on 24 October 2017. Further details can be found at 

https://neu.org.uk/funding 

 

While on the subject of school funding, I wish to make you aware again of our School Voluntary Fund. This is 

used to provide support for families in difficult circumstances and to improve the school environment for all 

of our community. Those of you who have visited the school recently will have noticed the new canopies and 

outdoor tables we had installed last year, paid for by the generous contributions we received from you. To 

enable us to continue with these important works I am asking you again to consider making a one-off or 

regular donation to our school fund. This can be done through ParentPay in the same way as you would for 

trips or school dinners, or by standing order if you would like to make a regular contribution. No amount is 

too small and I thank you in advance for your help and support.    

 

For parents of pupils in Years 11 and 13, please note that mock examinations will take place during the weeks 

commencing 4 and 11 December 2017. When a student is not in a mock exam they will attend normal lessons. 

Any Year 11 pupils who study GCSE Art will also have exams on 18 & 19 December. MFL mock speaking 

exams will take place on 18, 19 & 20 December. All pupils will be issued with a copy of their individual mock 

examination table by the Examinations Officer after half term. 

 

For those pupils in Years 12 and 13 taking resits in GCSE English and/or mathematics, please note the 

following dates: 

 

Wednesday 1 November 9.00 AM               English Language 

Thursday 2 November  9.00 AM               Mathematics 

Friday 3 November  9.00 AM               English Language 

Monday 6 November  9.00 AM               Mathematics 

Wednesday 8 November 9.00 AM               Mathematics 

 

It has been very pleasing to see the school’s PTA begin to meet again and plan activities this term. I am very 

grateful to those parents and colleagues who have volunteered to be involved. If you are interested in adding 

to the swelling numbers of active PTA members, please make contact with Mr Locke, our Director of Sixth 

Form (s.locke@st-anselms.org.uk). 

 

You will remember that last year we rolled out our cashless catering system and I would like to thank you for 

your help in ensuring a smooth transition to this new arrangement. Unfortunately we are seeing an increasing 

number of students going regularly overdrawn on their accounts and debt reminders being sent but not 

responded to. As these are sent by email, we would ask please that you check that these are not in your junk 

email folders. If you use the cashless catering system, could you please ensure that your child’s account is 

kept in credit. You can set up alerts on your account by going to Profile>Alert settings.  Choose which alerts 

you wish to receive and set the threshold (balance) at which you wish to receive alerts. We recommend that 

this be set to cover the cost of meals for 3 days in order that you have time to top-up.  Press SAVE once the 

alerts are set up. Please note we do allow all students an overdraft facility of £5.00; if you do not wish your 

child to have use of the overdraft facility please contact the school at s.mills@st-anselms.org.uk and the 

overdraft facility for your child will be removed. 
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The annual St Anselm's Rome Pilgrimage for Year 10 is taking place in July. This presents pupils with an 

opportunity to reflect and grow spiritually in the beautiful setting of the Palazzola near Rome and to visit one 

of the world’s great cities. Application letters have been sent out via Parent Pay; the closing date for 

applications is October 31. If you would like more information please contact the trip leader Mr Anderson 

at a.anderson@st-anselms.org.uk. 

 

I would like to ask you for your support please. As we move into the colder weather, please ensure that your 

son/daughter brings an appropriate coat to wear; hoodies and denim jackets are not allowed in school. We are 

also missing quite a number of unreturned library books and if these are sat on shelves at home we would be 

grateful to have these back. For those of you who have sons or daughters who wish to wear earrings to school, 

please remind them that they are permitted to wear a single pair of studs (and it must be a pair) in the lobes of 

their ears only. Pupils are not permitted to wear earrings in any other parts of their ears or body. 

 

We are continuing the rollout of the new SIMS App and over 400 parents have already signed up. School 

reports will now be available to view using the App. Please note that SIMS Learning Gateway will be retired 

from 1 January 2018, so reports will no longer be available this way after this date. In an effort to make 

savings and reduce our carbon footprint we will not be sending home paper reports this year as a matter of 

routine; if you require a paper report please contact your son/daughter’s House Office. All parents (as long as 

we have your correct email address within our database) have been sent an invitation to sign up to the SIMS 

Parent App from noreply.sims.co.uk (please check your junk/spam folder if you haven’t received it). Step by 

step guidance as to how to use the App is available via our website following this 

link: http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/SIMSParentandStudentApp/-26092017104402/ . When signing 

up you now link to the SIMS Parent App using either Facebook, Twitter, Microsoft email or Google email. If 

you do not have any of these accounts then we advise you to either create a Microsoft or Google account for 

this purpose. All students have also been invited to join the SIMS Student App and have received invitations  

via their school email account. Both Parent and Student Apps are available from the Apple and Google store. 

If you have any issues please email slg@st-anselms.org.uk who will respond within 48 hours.  

 

I would like to communicate an important note from the mathematics department for Year 11 pupils and 

parents please. Year 11 pupils are advised to order GCSE mathematics revision materials as soon as possible, 

and by Friday 10 November at the latest, via parent pay. If there are any financial difficulties in relation to 

this, please contact Mr O’Rourke in confidence at the school. 

 

The Science Department have taken various steps to support all students in their revision. These measures are 

summarised below with full details available via the science area of the school website by clicking on the 

‘Curriculum’ tab along the top menu bar. 

 

1) All students, in all year groups, have been added to online groups for the course(s) they study. These 

operate via Office365 and contain resources which have been collated by teachers to support students in 

their revision. They also offer a conversation feature which allows students to post questions in order to 

obtain support from other students, as well as any teacher who teaches that specific course. 

2) Students in Years 7 to 11 have access to an online revision/homework site called ‘Kerboodle’ which 

offers a wide range of useful resources. Students in Years 9 to 11 will also be able to access a digital 

version of the GCSE textbook that they use in lessons through this site. 

3) Revision guides are on sale through the department for students in Years 7 to 11. These are available via 

ParentPay and the Science Office in B Block. 

 

For Year 7 parents and carers, please note that the SEN department will be carrying out a secondary language 

link screening on all pupils to check if there are any speech, language and communication needs which need 

to be further supported. This is a short computer test which will take place during IT lessons after half term. It 

is a simple process and nothing for which the students can prepare nor need have concerns or anxieties.  

Please contact Ms Popplewell if you would prefer your child not to be screened.  We will contact parents 

individually if any concerns materialise from the testing. 

 

Mr Graves recently completed a 24 hour dance-a-thon in school, raising funds for the Teenage Cancer Trust, 

supported by many of our pupils in his efforts. If you wish to donate to this worthy cause his Just Giving page 

can be found at https://www.justgiving.com/Mal-Graves. Mr Graves has asked me to pass on his thanks to you 

for any support you can give. 
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As you are aware East Kent schools cater for children from a diversity of economic, social and educational 

backgrounds. We know that when students and staff collaborate across schools, sharing resources and 

exchanging experiences, there can be huge mutual benefits leading to raised aspirations and widening 

horizons. We are pleased with the significant progress our partnership ‘East Kent Schools Together’ continues 

to make. The partners currently include six schools, both state and independent, and one university. An 

inspiring programme of collaborative events has been designed for 2017-18. This innovative partnership aims 

to enhance the teaching and learning in the schools by forging strong relationships and enabling children to 

develop into confident and resilient young adults, learning together through a wider range of enriching 

experiences. We hope that all of your sons and daughters will benefit from this partnership in some way over 

the course of this year. 

 

I would urge all families who are eligible for Free School Meals to ensure that they register for this 

entitlement as this generates additional funding for us to support your child’s learning. Further details are 

available from House Offices or on the KCC website: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-

children/schools/free-school-meals . In addition there is a substantial amount of funding available for adopted 

children. If you wish us to know that your child is adopted please inform the relevant House Manager if you 

have not yet done so. A focus for us last year was to identify our Young Carers so that we can support them 

more in school too and this continues to be a focus for us. Again I would urge you to inform us if your child is 

a Young Carer, if you/they have not already done so, by contacting their House Manager. Be assured that we 

treat any such discussions with sensitivity. 

 

Please find attached the term dates for 2018-19. We will have our additional week after half term next year, 

29/10/18 – 02/11/18, effectively meaning school is closed from Friday 19 October to Monday 5 November 

2018. 

 

Finally, may I remind parents again please that you should not come onto the school site to drop off or collect 

your child/children. The Park & Ride at the back of the school is free to use for up to 30 minutes and children 

should be collected from there. 

 

I hope you all have a relaxing half-term holiday. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

    
 

Mr M Walters 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A DfES Designated Science College 

St Anselm’s Catholic School, Old Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3EN 

Telephone: 01227 826200 Fax: 01227 826201 
office@st-anselms.org.uk  

www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk  

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals
mailto:office@st-anselms.org.uk
http://www.stanselmscanterbury.org.uk/


 

St Anselm’s Catholic School 
2018-2019 School Calendar 

 

September 2018 
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30       
 

 

October 2018 
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November 2018 

Su M Tu W Th F S 
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4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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December 2018 
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January 2019 
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February 2019 
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3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
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March 2019 
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April 2019 
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May 2019 
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      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
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July 2019 
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August 2019 

Su M Tu W Th F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
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25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
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Start of Term 1 03 September 2018 (Year 7 and Year 12 Only) 

Start of Term 1 04 September 2018 (All students) 

End of Term 1  19 October 2018 

Start of Term 2 05 November 2018 

End of Term 2 21 December 2018 (School closes at 1.30pm) 

Start of Term 3 07 January 2019 

End of Term 3  15 February 2019 

Start of Term 4  25 February 2019 

End of Term 4 05 April 2019 

Start of Term 5  23 April 2019 

End of Term 5  24 May 2019 

Start of Term 6  03 June 2019  

End of Term 6  23 July 2019 (School closes at 1.30pm) 

          School Closed/ Holidays 

  

 Bank Holiday  

  



 A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM 

KENT YOUTH THEATRE 

KYT has its roots at St. Anselm’s Catholic School. It was demanded and created by its students some 

17 years ago. As part of this special relationship, KYT is pleased to announce an exclusive 10% 

reduction of its termly fees to existing students of the school. Knowing how St. Anselm’s values the 

Performing Arts, this offer, we trust, will appeal to those students who seek to enhance and develop 

their acting skills alongside their curriculum drama. For the more career-minded individual, we also 

have KYT Agency, for professional performance engagements.  

We encourage you to contact us soon, as currently; we have limited spaces available after half term, 

commencing November 11th.  

Meanwhile, do please visit our website www.kentyouththeatre.co.uk or email us directly with any 

questions emily@kentyouththeatre.co.uk 

Thank you for your time. We look forward to hearing from you. 
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